
by John T. Gillespie

T
he East Falls Commu-
nity Council’s Traffic
Committee has reacted

with “profound disappoint-
ment” to PennDOT’s refusal
to consider further changes
in plans to improve driving
conditions on Henry Ave.

Work began in March on
the northern tier of the two-
phased $20 to $25 million
Highway Safety Improve-
ment plan between Barnes
St. in Roxborough and Port
Royal Rd. in Andorra.

Work on the southern tier --
covering East Falls between

Roberts Ave. and Barnes St. --
is expected to start this sum-
mer.  The entire 4.3-mile pro-
ject is expected to take up to
two years.

In a February letter to St.
Rep. Pam DeLissio (D-194th),
Traffic Committee chair Ray
Lucci requested more medi-
ans, a narrowing of the lanes,
more raised intersections,
speed tables, and additional
signals -- all meant to force
traffic to slow down.

PennDOT’s response to the
letter to DeLissio essentially
was that it was too late for
changes.

“The project design
process…is too far along that
we cannot make further
design changes without sig-
nificantly delaying the imple-

mentation of this important
safety improvement project,”
the response from the state
agency said.

DeLissio, who represents
about half of the area of East
Falls and has kept the com-
munity informed of Penn-
DOT’s plans as they progress,
told Lucci that the “time-
frame for community input
was long past due when your
comments were received.”
She said both PennDOT and
her office had made extensive
efforts to accommodate
“extensive input” by the East
Falls community.

In reply, Lucci said there
had been “significant changes
in conditions since PennDOT
first unveiled its plans four
years ago.”  They include:

• The installation of a play-
ground, a magnet for young
families, in McMichael Park;

• A steep acceleration in
the number of collisions and
crashes on Henry Ave. in the
past four years;

• The merger of Philadel-
phia University and Jefferson
University, bringing a
notable increase in number of

students accessing the cam-
pus; and,

• Increased property dam-
ages to sidewalks, steps, tele-
phone poles and curbs due to
collisions.

Lucci said that if budget
concerns are an issue for
PennDOT, the hopefully
forthcoming infrastructure

by John T. Gillespie

After serving for more than a
year as parochial adminis-
trator, Rev. Bernard

Taglianetti has officially been
named pastor of St. Bridget’s
Church by the Philadelphia Arch-
diocese. 

Meanwhile, two resident
priests have been assigned
new roles.  The Rev. Stephen

P. DeLacy, former director of
priestly vocations for the
Archdiocese, has been named
Vicar for Faith Formation for
Youth and Young adults, and
the Rev. Michael F. Hennelly
has been named Vicar for
Clergy of the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia. 

Both roles look to present
and future needs as the
Church strives to reclaim sup-
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A grand garden takes root on McMichael St., 

and a long-lost small miracle is unearthed
In October of 2020, Eric Matzke and his husband, Mark Weinberg, purchased one of the two

homes that had been created by a developer in the former Episcopal Church and Congregational
Church at the corner of Midvale Ave. and McMichael St., diagonally across from McMichael
Park.  

For more than 30 years the church building had housed offices of a social services agency,
KenCrest, whose headquarters are in Blue Bell, PA.  In the middle of the COVD-19 pandemic
Matzke and Weinberg embarked on a major renovation of the lawn and garden surrounding
their home, hiring a landscape architect to design the project.  They did most of the labor them-
selves, with help from friends and family, working daily for nearly two months to tear out the
existing earth and install nearly 500 bushes and bulbs in the newly designed outdoor space.

Matzke and Weinberg came to East Falls after retiring from their Center City business, City
Food Tours.

by Eric Matzke

F
or more than a year
now, the idea of even
the simplest trip seemed

impossible to imagine. Now,
with vaccinations well under-
way, all of us started to envi-
sion our new normal,
complete with once again
reconnecting with family and
friends outside of our COVID
bubbles. 

With all these new possibili-
ties, my mother and four
aunts piled into a rented
Dodge Caravan near Chicago

and headed for a little former
chapel on the corner of Mid-
vale Ave. and McMichael St.
in East Falls (formerly the
KenCrest Services building).

The main objective was to
plant close to 500 perennials
and shrubs around the home
we bought last October.

Ranging in age from 68 to
83 years old, they tackled the
planting with Midwestern
determination and a positive
attitude. Their laughter could
be heard blocks away in all
directions.  Working around
rain, they were able to get
everything in the ground in

three days. After a celebrato-
ry drink, they packed up the
old Dodge and headed home.
It was the longest period of
time this close-knit family
was able to spend with each
other since COVID changed
everyone’s lives in heart-
breaking ways.

However, the joy of their
planting adventure lives on in
a family text thread complete
with almost daily garden
updates, such as the Casa
Blanca lilies breaking through
the ground, the viburnums
budding, the lilacs in full

Taglianetti formally named

pastor of St. Bridget Church

EFCC Zoom meeting

7 pm Mon., June 14

T
he final General Mem-
bership meeting of the
East Falls Community

Council before the summer
break is set for 7 pm Monday,
June 14 via Zoom.  The link
will be posted on the EFCC’s
website, www.eastfallscommu
nity.org.

Emily Nichols, EFCC Presi-
dent, said the agenda will
include a conversation with
neighbors and civic leaders
about traffic issues and the
alarming rise in vehicular col-
lisions and fatalities in East
Falls.  Also, participants will
meet the newly-appointed
Executive Director of the East
Falls Development Corpora-
tion, Michelle Feldman. 

COVID-19 
Vaccines available 
in East Falls

East Falls residents seeking the
COVID-19 vaccination can
get them now at five area

locations.
Pharmacies in the Acme at

5927 Ridge Ave., three nearby
Rite Aids – 3601 Midvale
Ave., 5911 Ridge Ave. and 164
W. Chelten Ave. – and the
CVS at 3780 Main St. all are
advertising that vaccines are
available.

For more information:
Acme Ridge Ave. -- 

215-487-3419
Rite Aid Midvale Ave. --

215-842-2950
Rite Aid Ridge Ave. -- 

215-482-1992
Rite Aid W. Chelten Ave. --

215-438-5167
CVS Main St. -- 

215-508-3607

PennDOT: ‘no’ to requests for changes in Henry Ave. plans

T
he East Falls Communi-
ty Council has launched
a traffic survey to gather

information in its effort to cre-
ate safer streets and walk-
ways.  Use this QR code to
participate or visit www.east-
fallscommunity.org to take
the survey.

Take part in EFCC Traffic survey

(Continued on page 8)Nighttime view of the new walkway and garden.
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to our advertisers... 
The folks who make East Falls NOW possible

Want to advertise?  Contact ads@eastfallsnow.com

Thomas Jefferson University
Dr Leaks
East Falls Eye Associates
East Falls Village
Penn Charter
NouVaux Market
Le Bus
Falls Deli
Connie Gillespie Real Estate Agent
East Falls Dentistry

East Falls Historical Society
Friends of the Falls of the Schuylkill Library
Soli Fitness
Midvale Auto
FX Duffy Accountants
McIlvaine Funeral Home
Franks Pizza
Aikikai of Philadelphia
Roxborough Hospital

V
isit the East Falls NOW

Restaurant and Business Guide
on Page 10.  We’ll do our best

to keep it up to date on our website
and in the weekly emails from the
East Falls Community Council.  If you
don’t get those emails, send your
email address to info@eastfallscommu
nity.org.

The East Falls Farmers Market con-
tinues every Saturday under the Twin
Bridges with its summer hours, 10 am
to 2 pm.

1 Tuesday

Falls Library reopens!

5 Saturday

12 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers
Market under the Twin Bridges

10 Thursday

7 pm: EFTW meeting, Zoom link

posted at www.eastfallscommunity
.org. (Pg. 11)

11 Friday

2 pm: EF Village Zoom program “The
American Flag: The Power and the
Passion of the Stars and Stripes”
with EFV member Carla Bednar.
Email info@eastfallsvillage.org to reg-
ister. (Pg. 5)

12 Saturday
9 am to 2 pm: EF Town Watch
monthly “Litter Crew Ahead” clean-
up.  (Pg. 11)

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers
Market under the Twin Bridges

14 Monday

7: pm: EFCC General Membership
Meeting, via Zoom.  Link posted at
www.eastfallscommunity.org. (Pg. 1)

16 Wednesday

4 pm: EF Village Zoom program,

“Work Out to Prevent the Fall Out (or

Fall Down) with Occupational Thera-

py Students from Jefferson Universi-

ty.  Email info@eastfallsvillage.org to

register. (Pg. 5)

7 pm: EFCC Zoning Committee meet-

ing.  Zoom link at eastfallscommuni

ty.org.

18 Friday

2 pm: EF Village Zoom program. “The

Story of Hahnemann: From Minimal

Dose to Maximal Height” with Steve

Peitzman, MD.  Email info@east-

fallsvillage.org to register. (Pg. 6)

19 Saturday

12 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers

Market under the Twin Bridges

22 Tuesday

6 pm: EF Town Watch meeting with

39th Police District officials for Police

Service Area 1.  Dial 605-313-5071,

code 946071#. (Pg. 11 )

23 Wednesday

2 pm: EF Village Zoom program,

“Gardens and Houses of Fairmount

Park” with Lucy Strackhouse.  Email

info@eastfallsvillage.org to register.

(Pg. 5)

26 Saturday

12 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers

Market under the Twin Bridges

28 Monday

6 pm: EF Town Watch 39th Police

District-wide meeting; dial 605-313-

5071, code 946071#. (Pg. 11)
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Letters to the East Falls NOW editor

A Plea to Council-
member Jones

Councilman Jones, East
Falls needs your help now.
Vehicle traffic in East Falls is
out of control.

With your help, we built a
beautiful playground at
McMichael Park.  We need safe
streets to get to the play-
ground. 

Traffic roars by on Henry
Avenue.  PennDOT's plan for
updating Henry Ave. was put
in place four years ago before
the playground existed.  The
number of crashes on Henry is
increasing.

I asked PennDOT for 2020
crash statistics for the East
Falls section.  It was worse
than the EFCC Traffic Com-
mittee knew.  In 2020 there
were at least 26 crashes.  The
number likely will exceed that
this year, including a recent
death at Henry and Roberts
Aves. 

The multitude of signs
between School House Ln. and

Midvale Ave. installed by the
city have had no impact.
Speeding and crashes continue
unabated.

The Traffic Committee
recently made evidence-based
suggestions for making Henry
Ave. safer for pedestrians,
cyclists and vehicles in light of
changed conditions.  Penn-
DOT's response, despite the 26
crashes last year:  "We can't."
No explanation.  

I guess we shouldn't be sur-
prised. After 10 deaths in five
years on Henry Ave. in 2020,
the Bicycle Coalition sought an
upgraded plan.  It describes
PennDOT's response as "...the
longest agency reply we have
ever seen, and perhaps the
most disappointing.”  The city
does not control Henry Ave.
but it does have a say.  Speak
up for us.

Queen Ln. is a speedway.
The Streets Department recog-
nized the problem years ago
when it presented a plan for a
small roundabout at Fox St.
and Queen Ln.  Neighbors

backed the plan.  There it sits.
We can't even get the Depart-
ment to update us on its sta-
tus.  

Queen Ln. homeowners
between Wissahickon Ave. and
Fox St. have asked for speed
cushions.  They have been told
that they need the support of
75 percent of the residents,
including hundreds of apart-
ment dwellers.  Why, if there is
a safety problem with a simple
solution, does the Streets
Department need a petition to
address the problem?  All road
users are endangered by
unsafe conditions, not just resi-
dents.

Neighbors on Midvale Ave.
have requested help with per-
sistent speeding.  They need
whatever it takes to slow traf-
fic, including SEPTA buses.
Signs don't work. They are
ignored, as are red lights.
There were two crashes at Fox
St. and Midvale Ave. in the last
month.  Both sent cars onto
neighbors' lawns. A neighbor
near the intersection reports

this has been a problem since
he moved  there in 1999. 

Help us, please.  In the short
run, we need an updated Hen-
ry Ave. plan, the installation of
the proposed roundabout at
Queen Ln. and Fox St., and
speed cushions on Queen Ln.
In the longer run, but not too
long -- we've been asking for
years -- we need a comprehen-
sive, science based, traffic
calming plan for our communi-
ty so everyone can walk, bike
or drive safely to the play-
ground and all around our
neighborhood.

-- Meg Greenfield

More on 
Coco Chanel

I was quite shocked to read
an article about Coco Chanel
in your May 2021 edition
(Meeting French Designer
Coco Chanel.)

Coco Chanel is a known
Nazi spy and was personally
quite anti-semitic.  Whether 
or not you were aware of this

no longer matters.  What does
matter now is how you go for-
ward.  My suggestion is to
acknowledge this in your
June edition and apologize. 

All of your Jewish readers
are painfully aware of Coco
Chanel and to print a piece
immortalizing her is not just
distasteful but triggering and
traumatic for the Jewish com-
munity.

-- Ashley K. Gyuriska

Editors’ note:

Ms. Gyuriska is correct
about Coco Chanel’s signifi-
cant association with anti-
Semitism and the German
troops that occupied Paris
during World War II.  While
the memoir printed in the 
May 2021 East Falls NOW
was a reminiscence by one
woman who happened to meet
Chanel in 1968, it was not
intended to immortalize
Chanel.  Our presentation
would have been more com-
plete had we referred to this
aspect of Chanel’s life.



by John T. Gillespie

T
he Falls of Schuylkill
Library, closed for the
last 15 months by the

pandemic and a broken boiler,
appears to be nearing reopen-
ing.

The office of City Coun-
cilmember Curtis Jones and
city officials have stated that
although a precise date has not
been set, they believe a reopen-
ing is possible in June.  This
was in response to a battery of
letters and complaints from
patrons. 

“We want and need our
library to reopen ASAP.  Con-
tinued delay is frustrating and
inexcusable,” read one posting
on Facebook

The day following the
announcement by Jones’ office
that a reopening was likely in

June, a Facebook posting by
library staff cast doubt on an
early June reopening. 

“We do not have a firm date
by which staff will be able to
return to work…but are hope-
ful it will happen soon,” the
posting said.  The message
went on to say that reopening
would occur in stages to allow
time to “clear a backlog of
work…and eventually for limit-
ed hours open to the public.”

When the Library does fully
reopen, a wide range of activi-
ties are expected to resume,
including the annual East Falls
Performers, the spring and fall
book sales, the holiday tree and
greens sale, the biannual Win-
ter Interlude and auction, and
children’s programs, lectures
and special events. 

Martha Fuller, President of
the Friends of the Library,

thanked the skeletal staff for
its work  providing curbside
service during several months
of the closure, including branch
manager Drew Birden and chil-
dren’s librarian Meredith
McGovern.  “They handled the
frustrations and challenges for
all of us,” she said. 

Neha Pancholi, member of
the Friends and public advo-
cate for the library, said the
messages on social media have
shown just how important the
library is to our community.  It
is truly the heart of East Falls,
and I can’t wait to reconnect
with the neighbors and library
staff when it finally reopens.”

Complicating matters was
the failure of the Library’s boil-
er in January, which forced the
small staff into even more lim-
ited access and added to uncer-
tainties over when the Library
would reopen. 

James Pecora, Vice President
for Property Management with
the city’s Procurement Depart-
ment, said the job of replacing
the 30-year-old boiler -- already
a month and a half behind
schedule – would begin as soon
as contract issues involving
insurance requirements are
resolved with Fluidics Inc., a
heating and air conditioning
firm in Frankford.  Pecora said

the department has provided a
“notice to proceed” so Fluidics
can provide maintenance ser-
vices while the contract is being
finalized.

Pecora said the old 30-year-
old boiler is being replaced with
a high efficiency dual system
boiler and controls that will
add the building “to our busi-
ness automation system so we
can remotely make necessary
changes.”  

Pecora said the boiler instal-
lation will take five weeks and
cost of $140,000.  Once it
reopens, plans call for the
Library to remain open during
the work.

C
hallenges seem to be
everywhere at the local,
state and federal levels

of government.  So you would
be forgiven if the issue of redis-
tricting and gerrymandering is
far down on your list of priori-
ties.

But it should not be.  In fact,
it plays a significant role in
how your state legislature and
U.S. Representatives handle
governing.  

For example, on too many
session days in Harrisburg,
and in too many committee
meetings, it is about winning.
Too often I have seen a bill bot-
tled up, not because there are
insufficient votes to pass it out
of committee, but because of
politics the majority of votes
needed to pass the bill must
come from the majority party.

Whipped votes -- a pre-count
of how members will vote -- do
not include minority party
members.

What is the cause of this dys-
function?  What is the remedy?
Creates gridlock

Gerrymandering -- the
manipulation of district bound-
aries to benefit a political par-
ty, not citizens -- has greatly
contributed to the polarization,
gridlock and the skewed out-
comes of the legislative process.  

Yes, gerrymandering has

been around since the early
1800s.  Yes, no system of
redrawing lines to determine
the district boundaries for state
senate, state representative
and U.S. Congress is fool proof.
However, there are better
processes that are used suc-
cessfully by other states, and I
have been a staunch advocate
of the effort to bring such
reform to Pennsylvania.

Congressional, state repre-
sentative and state senate
redistricting -- also known as
reapportionment -- occurs
every 10 years, in tandem with
the decennial census.

2021 is a redistricting year
and this important and impact-
ful process is underway in PA.

After the census data is
released, the district lines need
to be redrawn so that each dis-
trict has roughly the same
number of people living in it.

Furthermore, these districts,
per our State Constitution, are
supposed to be compact, con-
tiguous and keep communities
whole.

Current PA law puts state
legislators in charge of redis-
tricting.  Think, think fox
guarding the henhouse.

To say the least, allowing leg-
islators to draw their own dis-
tricts is a conflict of interest.  

Legislators work behind the

scenes with no oversight or
standards for fairness.  They
use mapping technology and
big data to profile voters and
use that information to pick
exactly who they want in or out
of a voting district.  They can,
and have, drawn boundaries
that can maximize their influ-
ence, minimize their account-
ability and keep their seats
safe.

The establishment of an
Independent Redistricting
Commission to draw these
boundaries would take this
critical task out of the hands of
elected officials who are direct-
ly impacted by the redrawing
of district lines. 

My first year in this role as
your State Representative,
2011, was a redistricting year
and I was horrified at the
process.  It was opaque, and I
witnessed my colleagues argu-
ing over which voting divisions
and neighborhoods they want-

ed in their districts.
Citizens only need to look at

how gerrymandered districts
are throughout the state and in
Philadelphia, too.  I have an
album of such gerrymandered
districts on my Facebook page.
The current exception is the
current U.S. congressional dis-
tricts because in 2017 the
League of Women Voters, the
Public Interest Law Center of
Philadelphia and Fair Districts
PA sued the Commonwealth
over the egregious gerryman-
der of the congressional dis-
tricts and won. However, those
fairer drawn districts will go
away in 2021 because an Inde-
pendent Redistricting Commis-
sion was never established.  

Efforts have been made for
decades to place the boundary
line drawing process in the
hands of an Independent
Redistricting Commission.
Those efforts have never suc-
ceeded.  If you wonder why and
cannot guess, meet me for your
favorite beverage and I will do
my best to explain!

As a result, we have gerry-
mandering.  The impacts of
gerrymandering include elec-
tions that are less competitive,
leading to elected officials who
can be less accountable and the
election of candidates who tend
to be ideologically extreme.

This is not a recipe for good
governing.

Since efforts to establish an
Independent Redistricting Com-
mission have failed, despite con-
certed efforts -- count me among
those who have tried -- we need
citizens to be vigilant and watch-
ful as the redistricting process
unfolds.  It also would be helpful
if HB22 of the current  legislative
session -- known as the Legisla-
tive and Congressional Redistrict-
ing Act (LACRA) -- bill were to be
voted on.

This bill has 76 co-sponsors
and counting, and I am truly
privileged to be listed in the 2nd
position behind the prime spon-
sor.
Requires transparency

Among other things, the bill
requires transparency in the
process and mandates public
hearings. 

What can you do? You can con-
tact the majority chair of the
House State Government Com-
mittee to ask that HB22 be
brought forward for a committee
vote.  St. Rep. Seth Grove can be
reached through his website at
www.RepGrove.com.

Future updates will be
included in my bi-weekly e-
newsletter.  Sign up at
RepDeLissio.com. Thank you
for keeping informed on this
critical, impactful matter.
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To end gridlock, we must eliminate gerrymandering

Library nears reopening



T
he East Falls Develop-
ment Corporation has
announced the hiring of

Michelle Feldman as its new
Executive Director.

Feldman, who earned her
graduate degree in public pol-
icy analysis from Drexel Uni-
versity, arrives at the EFDC
after a more than one-year
search that was put on hold
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Her experience includes
nearly six years as Director of
Keep Philadelphia Beautiful,
the city agency that works
with neighborhood organiza-
tions to improve communities;
nearly two years as Communi-
cations and Engagement Man-
ager for Philadelphia250, the
organization planning the
city’s role in the 250th
anniversary of the United
States in 2026; a stint as Cam-
paign Manager for the 2019
run for City Council by Eryn
Santamoor; and more than
two years as Commercial Cor-
ridor Manager & Communica-
tions Director for the
Frankford Community Devel-
opment Corporation.

“We are excited to welcome
Michelle to the EFDC,” said
Heidi Grunwald, who chairs
the EFDC board.

“She has dedicated her
career to community and eco-

nomic development in her
hometown of Philadelphia.
We were particularly attracted
to her experience in communi-
ty building through communi-
ty greening, and her work in
assisting existing small busi-
nesses and attracting new
ones to the Frankford Avenue
commercial corridor.”

Before entering the world of
community and economic
development in Philadelphia,
Michelle spent the 2008 and
2010 election cycles working
for two political consulting
firms specializing in media.

She earned her undergradu-
ate degree in political science
from Brandeis University.
She has served on the Board of
Young Involved Philadelphia
as Outreach Chair from 2014-
2015, and as Vice President in
2016.  From 2017-2020 she
served on the Mayor’s Millen-
nial Advisory Committee, first
as Communications Chair and
then on the Executive Com-
mittee as Secretary. 

She has been named a Con-
nector and Keeper by LEAD-
ERSHIP Philadelphia, and to
the Billy Penn Who’s Next:
Community Leaders list.

“I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to join the East Falls
Development Corporation,”
Feldman said.  

“I have seen firsthand how

community development cor-
porations bring neighbors and
businesses together to build
our civic fabric, and how they
make a tangible difference in
the lives of our fellow Philadel-
phians.

“Given the multiple and

overlapping crises of the past
year, this work is more impor-
tant than ever.  CDCs are
uniquely positioned to help our
communities emerge stronger
and healthier than before.  I
am excited to be a part of
these important efforts right
here in East Falls. 

“On a personal note, as a
native Philadelphian I know

how special East Falls is, from
its businesses to its parks and
rich history -- and of course its
people.  I also know that
opportunity abounds to build
upon the many strengths and
assets of the East Falls com-
munity.”

Grunwald said that in the
absence of an executive direc-
tor the EFDC’s five-year effort
to create an East Falls river
landing has moved forward
under the direction of Peg
Shaw, acting as a project man-
ager for EFDC.

The river landing project is
funded primarily by the
William Penn Foundation, but
Grunwald said the EFDC sub-
mitted a grant for and secured
an additional $99,000 from PA
Fish and Boat to fill a funding
gap brought on by the long
period of time, the rise in con-
struction costs and the need
for signage.

In addition, Shaw was able
to secure funding from the
Audubon Society for interpre-
tive signage at the site. 

The site of the canoe/kayak
let-in will be north of the East
Falls Bridge, adjacent to the
small parking lot on the
Southbound side of Kelly Dr.
The site will not accommodate
motorized crafts.

Construction will begin in
June and is slated to last three

weeks.  A ribbon-cutting event
will be planned for July.

Grunwald said that in addi-
tion, in partnership with Penn
Charter, a formal “Friends of
East Falls River Landing”
group has been created to
steward the landing and cre-
ate engagement opportunities.
Fallsers will be able to find out
more information about the
Friends of East Falls River
Landing when the EFDC’s
new website is launched in
June, discovereastfalls.org. 

“The new website will pro-
mote East Falls as a place to
locate new and relocating busi-
nesses and provide informa-
tion about our businesses to
residents and potential visi-
tors,” Grunwald said.

“Our tagline, East Falls
Connects to the River, is
meaningful in that East Falls
is the only community that
actually abuts one of the two
rivers that surround the city.
Our goal is to make East Falls
a great place to live, work,
play and do business and in
general that means that
EFDC will support sensible,
urban-friendly development
along the Ridge and Midvale
corridor in a way that creates
density to support the busi-
nesses we have, and new busi-
nesses looking to locate to
East Falls.”

port, especially among the
young, many of whom polls
have shown to be indifferent
or disaffected.  

Frs. DeLacy and Hennelly
will continue to live at St.
Bridget’s, a luxury few parish-
es can afford these days with
the shortage of priests. 

“It’s to the parish’s good for-
tune,” says Fr. Taglianetti.

“Most parishes have only one
priest in the rectory.”  All
three priests will continue to
share liturgical functions such
as celebrating daily and Sun-
day Masses, feast days, visita-
tions to the sick, baptisms,
weddings, last rites and
funerals.   

As of the East Falls NOW
publication, a date for Fr.
Taglianetti’s Mass of installa-

tion had not been chosen.
In the 15 months since he

was appointed parish admin-
istrator following the retire-
ment and subsequent death of
Fr. Robert Feeney, St. Bridget
has established a strong digi-
tal presence and interactive
website in the face of the pan-
demic.  Sunday Mass and oth-
er celebrations are live-
streamed, online giving has
increased, and opportunities
for spiritual and intellectual
development have expanded
vastly.

“I’m good at digital technol-
ogy,“ Fr. Taglianetti said.

And so he is.  His efforts and
easy-going, engaging person-
ality have won him plaudits
among parishioners still upset
at the closing of St. Bridget
School six years ago.  “He’s
down to earth and easy to
talk to,” says Tony DiStefano,
a life-long member of the
parish.  His wife, Rosemarie,
calls Fr. Taglianetti “a great
pastor, a breath of fresh air.
He’s brought people back to
the church.  I’ve seen a lot of
new faces in spite of the pan-
demic.” 

Fr. Taglianetti, who teaches
moral theology at St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary, is the
son of Alfonso and Katherine
Taglianetti, the sixth child in
a family of four girls and sev-
en boys, with many nieces
and nephews.

He grew up at Epiphany of
Our Lord Parish in Plymouth
Meeting.  He graduated from
Epiphany grade school, Bish-
op Kenrick High School and
Lehigh University.   

He was ordained a priest for
the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia in 2005, and was
assigned as parochial vicar to

Saint Anastasia Parish, New-
town Square, then to Saint
Ignatius of Antioch Parish,
Yardley, PA.

He was sent for further
studies at the Saint John
Paul II Institute in Washing-
ton, DC, and upon graduation
was assigned to Saint Charles
Borromeo Seminary as a
moral theology teacher and
formation advisor.  He served
several years at Queen of
Peace in Ardsley, PA.
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LOOKYOUR BESTLOOK
EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

We Accept Most Insurance Plans
O�ce Hours:

Implants & Invisalign available

Taglianetti formally named

pastor of St. Bridget Church
(Continued from page 1)

EF Development Corp. names Michelle Feldman as Exec. Dir.

Michelle Feldman, newly appointed
by the board of the East Falls Develop-
ment Corporation as Executive Direc-
tor.

Fr. Bernard Taglianetti



by Mary Flournoy

T
he wide range of Zoom
programs presented by
the East Falls Village

continue to be open to mem-
bers and non-members, alike.

June will feature the usual
collection of wide-ranging top-
ics that have brightened the
schedule for so many East
Fallsers as we emerge from
the pandemic lockdown.
Zoom links will be emails to
participants when they regis-
ter.

The June schedule includes:
The America flag

Celebrate an early Flag Day
with Carla Bednar’s presenta-
tion, “The American Flag: The
Power and Passion of the
Stars and Stripes,” at 2 pm
Fri., June 11.  The presenta-
tion – part serious and part
fun – will feature a brief his-
tory of the flag and its
appearance in advertising,
politics, protests, music, art,
and more.

It will include spectacular
images of flag memorabilia by
photographer Terry Heffer-
nan. 
Preventing falls

“Work Out to Prevent the
Fall Out (or Fall Down) with
Jefferson University Occupa-

tional Therapy students will
be held on Wed., June 16 at 2
pm.

Falls are the leading cause
of hospitalization in older
adults.  It takes only a
moment to lose your balance,
fall, and end up in the hospi-
tal.  Students will demon-

strate exercises that are
proven to help reduce your
chances of falling.

Set up a steady chair and
wear comfortable clothes to
follow along.  A handout with
exercises will be emailed to
participants along with the
Zoom invitation.
Hahnemann history

“The Story of Hahnemann:
From Minimal Dose to Maxi-
mal Height” will be presented
by Steven J. Peitzman, MD,
on Fri., June 18 at 2 pm.

Homeopathy, founded by
German physician Samuel
Hahnemann, gained populari-
ty in the 19th century.  It was
based on the theory of very
minimal doses, and Hahne-
mann Medical College was

founded in 1848 to teach this
new system.

By 1928, the college opened
a 19-story hospital tower on
N. Broad Street -- Gothic on
the outside, high-tech inside.
Dr. Peitzman is a semi-retired
professor at Drexel University
College of Medicine and is
interested in architecture and
history. 
Gardens and houses

“Gardens and Houses of
Fairmount Park” will include
lesser-known parks and his-
toric houses --from South
Philadelphia to the Northeast
-- along with familiar ones
located in the main part of
Fairmount Park. 

Lucy Strackhouse will pre-
sent this Zoom tour on Wed.,
June 23 at 2 pm.  Ms. Strack-
house recently retired as
Senior Director of Preserva-
tion and Property Manage-
ment for the Fairmount Park
Conservancy.

Participants will receive a
list of the gardens and
homes, with websites for
more information. 
Register in advance

Registration is required for
all Zoom programs.  Send an
email to info@eastfallsvil-
lage.org to receive a Zoom
link and a handout, if avail-
able.  The Zoom programs are

open to everyone, regardless
of membership or non-mem-
bership in East Falls Village.

The Village has resumed
volunteer services for mem-
bers -- rides to medical and
other appointments and in-
home tech help, as well as
some social activities open to
members. 

If you are not a member

yet, but would like more
information about EFV pro-
grams and services, visit
www.Eastfallsvillage.org.
You can join online under the
“How to Join” section and pay
by credit card.  Or, call 267-
444-4507 to receive the new
East Falls Village member-
ship brochure and paper
membership application
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Now Hiring
Are you a leak geek? We are currently seeking a Roofer to join our team!
Detect and Repair Leak Services is a structural leak repair company based in

Philadelphia. We diagnose and repair leaks in residential homes and in businesses.
We need an experienced roofer (GC skills a plus) to join our rapidly growing team.
There is on-site training provided and there is also room to grow into the manage-
ment level for the right candidate. Our ideal candidate will be confident in a broad

range of skills with a strong knowledge of roofing applications.
Pay is $200-$250/day, plus benefits. Email alli@drleaksphilly.com

A view of the former Hahnemann Medical College and Hospital at 216-250 N.
Broad St.

The East Falls Sports Association’s baseball season is underway through June
12th at the McDevitt Recreation Center on Scotts Ln.  Here Max Walker swings
for the fences while playing in the EFSA's Rookie League.  For upcoming athletic
programs visit the EFSA’s website at www.efsasports.com.

EF Village’s June Zoom programs 

open to members & non-members

money from the federal gov-
ernment could help.

Otherwise, he said “We
have little confidence that
the work proposed by Penn-
DOT, absent the recommen-
dations we have put forth,
will impede the reckless dri-

ving behavior we have come
to witness.”

The EFCC plans to invite
DeLissio, St. Rep. Darisha
Parker, representatives of
PennDOT, Council member
Curtis Jones, Deputy Streets
Commissioner Rich Mon-
tanez and Chief Traffic Engi-

neer Kasim Ali to its next
General Membership Meet-
ing via Zoom at 7 pm Mon-
day, June 14 when plans for
Henry Ave. will be dis-
cussed.  The link for the
Zoom meeting will be posted
at www.eastfallscommuni
ty.org.

EFSA baseball runs through

June 12th at McDevitt
PennDOT: ‘no’ to requests for changes
in Henry Ave. plans
(Continued from page 1)



by Rich Lampert

T
he morning of May 8 was
damp and chilly, and the
ground in McMichael

Park was muddy.
But the conditions didn’t

deter 13 volunteers who partic-
ipated in the Spring version of
the city-wide Love Your Park
Day.  

The War Memorial received
a good cleaning, looking
toward our annual Memorial
Day commemoration, as did
the Turtle.  Even with the new
PlaySpace, the turtle is still a
popular place for kids to climb
and play together.

Other volunteers weeded and
mulched the flower beds at the
four corners of the park, as
well as tree pits of the
Anniversary trees and young
trees near McMichael St.  The
indefatigable Cynthia Kishin-
chand installed tree guards
around the trunks of all the
young trees -- protection from
hazards that include Parks &
Rec lawn mowers. 

In addition to Cynthia and
me, the volunteers included
Mary Jane Fullam, Brie
Hearn, Melissa Kelly, Brian
Kistler, Christina Kistler, Bill
Epstein, Erika Luna, Linda
Norris, Robert Rabinowitz,

Deborah Thorp, Erin Ward
and Lee Zehender. 

Supplementing the efforts of
the May 8 adult volunteers,
groups of 10th and 11th grade
students from Penn Charter
worked during several class
periods to complete more of the
weeding and mulching, led by
Tom Rickards, the school’s
coordinator of environment
stewardship and sustainabili-
ty.  The service work in the
park is part of a broader learn-
ing experience that will include
individual research projects
created by each student.

To learn more about the
park, or to join the Friends of
McMichael Park, drop us a line
at McMichaelPark@

gmail.com.  And follow our
group Facebook page,
McMichael Park East Falls, or
see our Instagram page,
FriendsofMcMichael. 

M
ost East Fallsers
don’t know it, but
their neighborhood is

home to one of the most active
charitable organizations in
the city – an operation aimed
at providing low-income chil-
dren the clothes and school
supplies they need to thrive
at home, in school and at
play.

Cradles to Crayons, based

at 4700 Wissahickon Ave.,
has served more than 450,000

children aged birth to 12
years old in the Greater
Philadelphia region in the
past 10 years.  It collects new

and like-new items at its first-
floor headquarters, sorts
them, and through a network
of 24,000 volunteers distrib-
utes them free via social ser-
vice agencies and schools.

To volunteer, contribute,
donate or host a giving drive,
visit www.cradlestocrayons
.org/Philadelphia.  And watch
for more about Cradles to
Crayons in the July issue of
East Falls NOW.
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Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.
(215) 438 7600

Follow us for the latest specials
F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

Due to new PA Department of Environment Protection COVID  protocols, residents must
now register for Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events. There are dates provided to
Philadelphia residents for drop-off at Streets’ Sanitation Convenience Centers between the
hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Go to the streets dept website in order to schedule an appointment.

• Saturday, June 19th at Domino Ln. & Umbria St.
• Friday, July 16th at 8401 State Rd. at Ashburner St.
• Saturday, Sept 25th at 22nd St. & York St.
• Saturday, Oct 9th at 3033 South 63rd St.
• Saturday, Nov 6th at 3901 Delaware Ave.

HouseHold Hazardous Waste

Taking part in the May 8TH Love Your Park clean-up in McMichael Park were,
front from from left, Robert Rabinowitz, Brie Hearn and Erin Ward; standing mid-
dle, Linda Norris, Christina Kistler, Mary Jane Fullam and Melissa Kelly; and top,
Erika Luna, Rich Lampert and Lee Zehender.  Participating but not in photo were
Cynthia Kishinchand, Bill Epstein, Brian Kistler and Deborah Thorp.

Drexel University fraternity brothers joined the Friends of Inn Yard Park on
Ridge Ave. for Love Your Park Day on May 8th.  The volunteers pulled weeds,
spread mulch, picked up trash and painted the new shed shelves during an after-
noon of hard work.  Watch the July issue of East Falls NOW for news of future
Inn Yard Park park clean-ups, as well as an announcement of the Friends’ outdoor
viewing of a movie in the park, coming again this August.

Discover non-profit Cradles to Crayons

Volunteers give McMichael Park

a thorough spring cleaning 

Left, spreading mulch are Brie Hearn and Erin Ward.  Right, coordinating the
Love Your Park clean-up was Rich Lampert, Coordinator for the Friends of
McMichael Park, with his wife, Deborah Thorp.

Drexel U. students join Friends of
Inn Yard Park for May 8th ‘Love
Your Park’ clean-up on Ridge Ave.



B
y now, you’ve probably
heard and read count-
less stories about the

Brood X cicadas that are com-
ing.  I almost skipped writing
an article about them because
probably you’ve already read
all this.

But I’m not going to get this
chance again for 17 years, so
how could I say no?  Here
goes. 

I’ve had numerous people
say, either in person or online
on sites such as Nextdoor,
that they see these cicadas
every year.  We do see and
hear cicadas every year, usu-
ally  nymphs emerge every
year -- they don’t wait until
all the nymphs are ready to
emerge from the ground en
masse.  Multiple species of
annual cicadas exist, and one
of the most commonly
observed species of these is
the Swamp Cicada. 

The Brood X cicadas are dif-
ferent.  They are periodical
and emerge only once every
17 years, at least those in our
region do.  In other parts of
the country, they follow a 13-
year cycle.

The periodical cicada
nymphs live underground for
17 years, feeding on fluids in
tree roots.  At the end of the
cycle, when the soil tempera-
tures and photoperiod (length
of day) are right, they will
make their way out of the
ground through small exit
holes, climb up a vertical sur-
face and molt into the adult
form.

It is thought that this syn-
chronous emergence is to
overwhelm any predators by
their sheer number so that
enough survive to continue
this cycle.

There are three species of
periodical cicadas.  They can
be identified by the male song
or by a close look at one of the
adults. 

Some people might not be
looking forward to this emer-
gence, but others like me are
pretty excited.  Unfortunately,
they have been pretty much

absent in the city of Philadel-
phia for more than 100 years
now.  They still can be found
around the city in Mont-
gomery and Bucks counties
and across the river in New
Jersey, though. 

It’s not that they are absent
from all cities.  They are fair-
ly common in the Washing-
ton, DC area, so we’re not
sure why they might not be
present here. They’ve been
here historically, and I found
one of the earliest descrip-
tions of these cicadas in
Philadelphia in the Extracts
from the Journal of Rev.
Andreas Sandel, Pastor of

"Gloria Dei" Swedish Luther-
an Church, Philadelphia in an
entry dated May 9th, 1715:

“In this month some singu-
lar flies came out of the
ground; the English call them
locusts. When they left the
ground holes could be seen
everywhere in the roads and
especially in the woods.  They
were then encased in shells,
out of which they crawled.  It
seemed most wonderful how
being covered with the shell
they were able to burrow
their way in the hard ground.
When they began to fly they
made a peculiar noise, and
being found in great multi-
tudes all over the country,
their noise made the cow-bells
inaudible in the woods ...
These locusts lasted not
longer than up to June 10,
and disappeared in the
woods.”

So while Philadelphia
hasn’t had a periodical cicada
emergence in a long time,
keep your eyes and ears open
for any here.  Try to get a pic-
ture or recording and post
them to inaturalist.org and
help contribute to our under-
standing of this insect.

Remember, the cicadas are
harmless to humans, they
cannot bite or sting.  They are
not very damaging to your
trees and gardens, either, and
the plants most at risk are
weak young ornamental trees.
So forgo chemicals or killing
them physically, but record
their songs and take pictures
for science.
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Navin 
on Nature

by Navin Sasikumar

215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% o� orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945

Brood X Cicadas – harmless to human

and not very damaging to our gardens

The Brood X Cicada, soon due to make its relatively harmless every 17-year
appearance in or near Philadelphia.

Make grill gifts the answer

for your Father’s Day
by Anne Farnese

F
or the special Dad in
your life who is an
accomplished grill mas-

ter or, perhaps, just an occa-
sional fire-up-the grill guy,
tools and accessories for the
grill make great Father’s Day
gifts.

Items can be as simple as
an apron or long-handle tools
or as elaborate as a rotisserie
attachment or blue tooth
meat thermometer.  Best of
all, it’s easy to find a gift
that’s suitable for any budget. 

Some Kitchen Corner
favorites are:

Cuisinart melting Domes, a
Cuisinart Grill Caddy with
built-in paper towel holder
and Weber’s Chimney Starter.
Inexpensive bar towels from
Target are the right size and
have good absorbency.

Also, food safety is always a
must.  Professional chefs and
cooks favor ThermoPop ther-
mometers.  Available at ther-
moworks.com, this reliable
tool is well-worth its price.   

Go through the list below
for inspiration. Items from
the first group work well
when creating a Father’s Day
gift basket.
Under $20

Marinades
Rubs
Sauces
Various mustards
Flavored salts
Fragrant wood chips
BBQ mitts or gloves
Tools and tongs 

Under $50 @ Amazon
Weber 6673 Wide Spatula
Grillaholics or Weber Grill

baskets
Weber Wood Grill Scraper
Cuisinart Deck and Patio

Grill Mat  
5-piece Kabob Grilling Bas-

kets Set
Nonstick Fish Grill Basket 

Pricey
MEATER Wireless Grilling

Thermometer
ThermoWorks Wireless

Grilling Thermometer
Gift selections of meats and

fish from Harry and David or
Ohama Steaks

Kitchen Corner extends good
wishes to East Falls dads for
a fabulous Father’s Day.

Kitchen Corner

Among suggested gifts for Dad: bar-
beque gloves, barbeque basket and
scented chips for grilling.

Join the East Falls Community Council’s next Zoning 
Committee meeting, 7 pm. Wednesday, June 16.  

The link will be posted at www.eastfallscommunity.org.

Join the East Falls Town Watch

May “Litter Crew Ahead” com-

munity cleanup on Saturday,

June 19, 10 am to 2 pm.  Start at

the TW office, 3540 Indian Queen

Ln.  Call 215-848-2033 for details.

And, support us as a member!
Find the membership form on our website, or email.

For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.

eastfallshistoricalsociety.org    And, visit us on Facebook!

Special Program: Mid-Century Modern Houses of 

School House Lane in their Context

David Breiner, PhD

June 1, 7:00 PM, via Zoom

See our website for details. 

Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating

the History of East Falls
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Located in Philadelphia’s 
East Falls Community 
at the corner of 
Ridge and Midvale

We’re serving up an American Home-Style menu with Hand-Crafted Cocktails

#BURGER NIGHT
TUESDAYS

BURGER OF YOUR CHOICE 
WITH FRIES & DRAFT BEER:  $12

Hours:
MON – THURS: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 7:45 pm

FRI: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm
SAT & SUN: 9:30 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm

Follow us on Instagram & Facebook
@LebusEastFalls

Missing for 20 years under who knows how much soil, and found even after
tons of dirt and debris had been removed, was neighbor George Gaynor’s long-
lost wedding ring.     

Zoning

Committee

Zoom Meeting

7 pm Wed., June 16

to discuss

variance requests for:

3570-74 Calumet St.

3227-43 Stokley St.

2783 Roberts Ave.

Zoom link at:

eastfallscommunity.org

A grand garden takes root on
McMichael St., and a long-lost
small miracle is unearthed

bloom, and the first robin to
bathe in our fountain.

Despite owing these feisty
women a debt of gratitude
greater than I could ever
repay, they insisted on thank-
ing me for giving them the
chance to reconnect. 

They are not the only ones
who deserve a big thank you.
We also are grateful for all of
the kind words of encourage-
ment from every neighbor
who walked by during the
seven weeks of back-breaking
site work preceding the plant-
ing.  

Your words of encourage-
ment helped get us through
some tough periods of battling
privet, ivy and massive roots,
and hauling 16,000 pounds of
stone, sand, pavers, topsoil,
compost and mulch up the
steep slope.

On a related note, it seems

clear that the little church is
responsible for a small mira-
cle. 

Our next-door-neighbor,
George Gaynor, had told us
that 20 years ago he had lost
his wedding ring while clear-
ing ivy out of the privet hedge
between the church and his
property.

Over the past seven weeks
alone, all privet and ivy in
that area was uprooted, the
lawn was stripped away and
everything was loaded into
dumpsters.  Topsoil and com-
post were tilled into the
entire front yard, and the
front and side yard were
regraded.

Several weeks ago, while we
were roughing up a patch of
soil to reseed the lawn, guess
what shiny object surfaced,
against all odds?  George’s
long-lost wedding ring was
found in perfect condition!

(Continued from page 1)

Before and after:  Front yard of Matzke and Weinberg’s property facing McMichael St. before and after the planting of
bushes and bulbs.

To advertise in East Falls NOW

contact ads@eastfallsnow.comThe planting of nearly 500 bushes and bulbs became a family affair for Eric Matzke and Robert Weinberg, as Eric’s family
drove from Chicago to assist.  From left are Kathleen Enzenbacher, Debbie Koester, Barb Heisten, Mary Matzke and Lenore
Ford.



by Cynthia Kishinchand

W
hen Rachel Ruther-
ford was growing up
in Cincinnati, OH,

she didn’t anticipate coming
to Drexel University for
graduate school and becom-
ing an environmental consul-
tant who would spend her
free time combating the
highly invasive Spotted
Lanternfly (SLF.)

But as a child who spent
her free time exploring the
outdoors, she was already on
the road to being a conserva-
tionist who would one day
spend hours ridding local
trees of this dangerous
invader. 

The SLF is a threat to
plants because it feeds on
the sap that trees and vines
produce, literally draining
the life from the host plant.

As if that were not enough
of a problem, the bug
excretes a sticky substance
(aka “honeydew”) that covers
leaves, facilitates fungus
growth and blocks the sun-
light, preventing the leaves
from making food for the
plant. 

With no natural predator,
if SLF populations remain
unchecked they will continue
to devastate trees, crops, and
vineyards wherever they
spread.

Rutherford, who works for
an environmental consulting
firm based in Blue Bell, PA,

already has logged more
than 50 hours assembling
and installing netting traps
on trees, manually extermi-
nating the juvenile nymphs
and winged adults, and
removing eggs from tree
branches and buildings in
the area.  When I met her on
the 3100 block of W. Coulter
Street, she was busy wrap-
ping netting around a street
tree to prevent the SLF from
ascending to higher branches
to lay eggs and feed on the
tree’s sap. 

She has worked to remove
SLF eggs from her apart-
ment complex in German-
town, some trees in the
Wissahickon, and the East
Falls streets surrounding
McMichael Park. 

One tidbit I learned from
Rachel is about the clever-
ness of these tree destruc-
tors. The Academy of
Natural Sciences of Drexel
University established a
website -- http://bit.ly/
3kk8IqF -- on how to upload
photos of trees and objects
with and without egg mass-
es.  The purpose is to
improve software that
enables drones to recognize
the bugs so that targeted
removal can be scheduled.

This is particularly impor-
tant for rail yards, as SLF
are hitchhikers that rely on
vehicles, trains, etc. to
spread to new areas.

Residents can report infes-

tations of the SLF on the
Pennsylvania Department. of
Agriculture website --
www.agriculture.pa.gov.

Beginning this month, SLF
eggs will start to hatch, so
follow Rachel’s example and
save our trees, those wonder-
ful neighbors who do so
much for us and ask for so
little in return.  If you see
the bugs, smash them.  If
you see their eggs, use a
sharp edge, such as a knife
or credit card, to scrape them
into an alcohol-soaked paper
towel in plastic bag. Seal the
bag so that it is airtight, and
dispose of it. 
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Spotted Lantern Fly (left) and its egg mass on a tree.  

Environmental consultant Rachel Rutherford scraping the eggs of a spotted lantern fly in a tree along McMichael Park
– a Red Maple planted by EF Tree Tenders in March of 2008.

Be a tree hero by combatting threat of spotted lantern flies 

East Falls NOW Restaurant Guide - Page 11
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Weddings in East Falls: 

glimpses of the past
by Rich Lampert

J
une is traditionally the
favorite month for wed-
dings, and with the easing

of the pandemic, there’s no
telling how many will take
place this month.

My fellow East Falls Histori-
cal Society member, Wendy
Moody, and I found abundant
allusions to weddings on the
EFHS website (eastfallshistori-
calsociety.org) and they pro-
vide a window into how our
East Falls predecessors lived.

For a slice of early 20th-Cen-
tury life, here are excerpts
from a wedding announcement
in The Weekly Forecast, a
long-defunct community news-
paper, about a wedding that
took place on June 9, 1915, in

the (old) St. Bridget’s Church.
The bride, Anna Maloney,

lived at 4314 Dobson St.  The
groom, Joseph E. Maher, lived
“in Germantown” -- no address
given, because who cared
about an address if it wasn’t in
East Falls?

“The bride wore a pretty
gown of French net over white
satin, and carried a shower
bouquet of bride roses and
lilies of the valley.  The brides-
maid, Miss May Maloney, sis-
ter of the bride, wore a gown of
white lace with blue satin and
a picturesque hat to match,
and carried a bouquet of
pinkrose.  Shortly after [the
wedding breakfast] the couple
left for a trip to Buffalo, Nia-
gara Falls and Toronto.”

Not all weddings happen in
June, of course.  Two East
Falls-related weddings that
happened at other times of the
year pop up frequently in our
archives.  The first of these
was the wedding between Ava

Gardner and Frank Sinatra,
two entertainment icons.
EHFS founder Ellen Sheehan
collected a vivid account in an
oral history.

The wedding, which took
place on Nov. 7, 1951, was
planned to be performed at the
mansion now called White Cor-
ners at the corner of Henry
Ave. and School House Ln.  It
was then the home of Leon
Levy, the founder of WCAU
radio and a legendary host to a
legion of entertainers who vis-
ited Philadelphia.

The wedding was supposed
to be quiet, but the press got
wind of it.  To throw off the
reporters, Levy’s son, Bob,
dressed the butler in a tuxedo
and put a wig on the maid and
seated them in the back of
Sinatra’s limousine. 

A family friend drove to the
bottom of School House Ln.
where reporters could see
them.  He then led the
reporters on a chase back to
the Levy mansion.  On arrival,
the butler and the maid
emerged from the limousine,
presumably to the outrage of
the reporters.  By then, Ava
Gardner, Frank Sinatra, and
the rest of the wedding party
had escaped to the home of
Levy’s friend, Manny Saks,
across the Walnut Ln. Bridge
in Germantown, and the enter-
tainment press never did get
its wedding pictures!

The most famous East Falls
bride remains Grace Kelly.
Unfortunately for our place in
history, her wedding to Prince
Rainier took place in Monaco
in April, 1956.  However,
Rainier proposed to Grace at
her parent’s home on Henry
Ave. during the Christmas hol-
idays of 1955 -- so this was a
marriage made in East Falls, if
not consecrated here.

Back in June, 1981, Wendy
Moody and gerontologist
Cherie Snyder facilitated a
conversation among East Falls
seniors about weddings.  Some
of these are gems:

• Memories of the wedding
of Elizabeth (Bessie) Dobson to
Lemuel Altemus at St. James
the Less in 1901. This is the
same Bessie Dobson who lived
in Bella Vista, the mansion

that was demolished in 1942 to
create a site for the Abbotsford
Homes.

• Weddings during World
War II:  They were small, and
brides had difficulty getting
dresses that fit properly.

• Single ring ceremonies,
back when men didn’t have to
wear a symbol of marriage.

• Newlyweds buying a new
house on Ainslie St. for just
$2,000 during the Depression.

• Wedding cakes from
Rosie’s Bakery on Ainslie St.

near Conrad, and wedding
photos by “Mucky”
Brownsworth, whose studio
was in the Odd Fellow’s Hall
(Palestine Hall) on Midvale
Ave.

• Honeymoons in Atlantic
City or New York.

Do you have questions about
East Falls history, or want to
know more? See our growing
website at eastfallshistorical
society.org, or contact us at
eastfallshistory@gmail.com.
And join!

The height of bridal fashion, from the pages of The Weekly Forecast, circa 1915

Reported

crime:
April 25, 12:53 pm
4000 block Ridge Ave.
Theft
April 27, 9:51 am
4400 block Kelly Dr.
Theft
April 27, 1:28 pm
3400 block Midvale Ave.
Theft
April 27, 10:30 am
3200 block McMichael St.
Assault
May 4, 4:33 am
3600 block Stanton St.
Assault
May 6, 10:13 am
3400 block Crawford St.
Assault
May 7, 11:50 am
3300 block Midvale Ave.
Theft
May 7, 1:53 pm
3200 block Fox St.
Theft
May 7, 3:30 pm
3300 block Midvale Ave.
Theft
May 14, 6:40 pm
3400 block Vaux St.
Theft
May 17, 9:58 am
2900 block W. School House Ln.
Burglary
May 17, 12:33 pm
3300 block W. Allegheny Ave
Assault
May 17, 8:30 am
3300 block W. Penn St.
Theft

For more information, contact
the 39th Police District, 215-
686-3394/5



by Mary Jane Fullam

O
n Saturday, June 19
from 10 am to 2 pm the
East Falls Town Watch

“Litter Crew” will focus on
Ridge Ave. -- the 4500 through
4900 blocks, nearby stretches
of Gustine Rec Center and
entrances to the Wissahickon
Park, the Philadelphia Canoe
Club and the ramp to Kelly Dr.  

Clean-up materials, includ-
ing safety vests, gloves, bags
and soap, water and hand san-
itizer will be set out at the cor-
ner of School House Ln. at
Ridge Ave.

Last month, several areas

were addressed.  On May 12,
six volunteers joined forces
with a team from the City’s
Community Life Improvement
Program to finish the job on
Roberts Ave. that an all-volun-
teer crew had initiated during
the April 10th Philly Spring
Clean-up.  

Hats off to everyone for giv-
ing Roberts a major face-lift
and boosting the morale of
neighbors and passers-by, too.

On May 15 neighbors
worked along Wissahickon
Ave. from Manheim to School
House Ln., plus sections of
Midvale Ave., Queen Lane and
Ridge Ave.  Said one of our

youngest volunteers, Olivia, “It
was fun!”  And so it was!
Everyone’s invited to join on
June 19 and every third Satur-
day.
Town Watch Calendar:

Thurs., June 10, 7 pm:
EFTW meeting, Zoom link

posted at www.eastfallscom-
munity.org

Sat., June 19, 9 am: Every
third Saturday Town Watch
“Litter Crew Ahead” cleanup.
Meet at 10 am at the EFTW
office, 3540 Indian Queen Ln.

Tues., June 22, 6 pm:

EFTW meeting with 39th
Police District officials for
Police Service Area 1; call in at
605-313-5071, code 946071#.

Mon, June 28, 6 pm: EFTW
meeting with 39th Police Dis-
trict-wide officials; call in at
605-313-5071, code 946071#.
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EF Town Watch sets litter
clean-up for Sat., June 19

East Falls NOW June 2021 Restaurant and Business Guide

E
ast Falls NOW and the East Falls
Community Council present this
service to our readers and to the

restaurant owners and workers in our
community.  

Please visit www.eastfalls
community.org for the latest information.
We’ll update this alphabetical guide regu-
larly.  For questions or to change or add
information, please email us at
editor@eastfallsnow.com.

We’ll also carry this guide in the
EFCC’s weekly emails.  If you don’t get
them, send your email address to the
same address, editor@eastfallsnow.com.

At this time restaurants are permitted
to operate with outdoor seating and
indoor seating limited to 25 or 50 percent
of capacity, depending on ventialltion,
with no more than four people of the
same household to a table.  Take-out and,
in some cases, delivery, are available.
Alcohol can be served at tables, but seat-
ing or standing at bars is not permitted.
Masks must be worn while entering and
exiting the premises.    The City of
Philadelphia is considering loosening
these restrictions   

4th Street Famous Cookies, 4177
Ridge Ave., 215-625-9870 or
www.famouscookies.com; order 9 am to 3
pm Mon. to Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm Fri.;
Grub Hub. 

Apollo’s Pizza, 3542 Conrad St., 215-
842-0178; take-out 11:30 am to 8:30 pm
Mon. to Sat. Closed Sun.

Black Squirrel, 3749 Midvale Ave.;
plans to open as soon as allowed with an
English pub-style menu.

Cranky Joes, 3501 Indian Queen Ln.,
215-844-5626; 11 am to 10 pm. Call for
take-out food and beer.

East Falls Deli, Conrad and Tilden
Sts.; 267-297-5746; order online at
www.fallsdeliphilly.com; takeout and
delivery; 7 am to 3 pm, Mon. to Tues.; 7
am to 7 pm, Wed. to Sun; limited indoor
seating.

East Falls Farmers Market, under
the Twin Bridges between Kelly Dr. and
Ridge Ave., 11 am to 1 pm Sat.

Fiorino, 3572 Indian Queen Ln., 215-
843-1500 or 877-585-1085; take out 12
noon to 8:30 pm Tues. through Sun.; side-
walk table service if weather permits;
limited indoor dining.

Foghorn Fried Chicken, 4213 Ridge
Ave; 267-335-3061; order online:
www.foghornphilly.com; take-out and
delivery 12 noon to 8 pm daily.

Founded Coffee and Pizza, 3300
Henry Ave., 267-900-5338; order online at
www.foundedpizza.com; take-out and
delivery 10 am to 10 pm daily.  Full piz-
za, sandwich, salad and platter menu.

Franklins, 3259 Cresson St., 267-336-
7420, google Franklins East Falls; take-
out limited menu and beer. Wed. to Sun.,
12 noon to 9 pm.

Frank’s Pizza, 3600 Fisk Ave., 215-
848-6433; order online at  www.frankspiz-
zaeastfalls.com; take-out and delivery;
Grub Hub; pizza, steaks, hoagies, salads
and platters; 11 am to 10 pm Mon. to
Thurs., 11 am to 10:30 pm Fri. and Sat.,
11 am to 9:30 pm Sun. Limited outdoor
dining if weather permits.

Golden Crust Pizza, 3732 Midvale
Ave.; 215-848-4400; order online at
www.goldencrustpizzaiii.com; pickup and
delivery; full pizza, sandwich, salad and
platter menu, daily including Sunday.

In Riva, 4116 Ridge Ave., 215-438-
4848; order online at www.in-riva.com;
limited indoor dining; take-out, curb-side
service and delivery; Opentable; specials:
½ off draft beers, pizzas and specialty
cocktails, and $5 house wines; 1 pm to 8
pm Tues. through Sun; closed Mon.

LeBus, 4201 Ridge Ave., 484-255-2100;
order online at www.lebuseastfalls.com;
Opentable; heated sidewalk table service,
limited indoor dining, takeout and delivery;
11 am to 9 pm Mon. through Fri., 9 am to 9
pm Sat. and Sun.; limited indoor dining.

Little Miz Cupcake, 3502 Scotts Ln.,
Bldg. 21 in Sherman Mills; 215-960-
7684; www.littlemizcupcake.com;  Lit-
tleMizCupcake; classic and specialty
cupcakes, cakes, cheesecake, cupcake
parfaits and small batch sweets; 12 noon
to 6 pm Thurs. to Sun.

Majors, 4207 Ridge Ave., 215-848-
0848, grocery and sandwiches 9 am to 8
pm Mon. to Sat.; closed Sun.

Murphy’s Irish Saloon, 3333 Conrad
St., 215-844-9683; sidewalk table service
weather permitting and take-out 4 to 10
pm, Tues. to Sun. Limited indoor seat-
ing.

Nou Vaux Market, 3539 Vaux St.,
corner of Tilden and Vaux Sts., 215-438-
7600; local meats, Marchiano’s breads,
vegan and gluten-free products, dairy,
pet needs, lottery, seasonal plants, tools
and soil; 8 am to 8 pm Mon. to Fri., 8 am
to 7 pm Sat. and Sun.

Shan Chuan, 4211 Ridge Ave., 215-
844-7889, shanchuaneastfalls.com; take
out 11:30 am to 10 pm Mon. to Thurs.,
11:30 am to 11 pm Fri. to Sun., 12 noon
to 10 pm.

Side of the Road Jerk Chicken,

3502 Scotts Ln., Bldg. 21 in Sherman
Mills, 267-297-7286 for take-out and
delivery; 12 noon to 8 pm Tues. to Sat.,
12 noon to 6 pm Sun.

Slices Pizza, 4249 Ridge Ave., 215-
843-4747; take-out and delivery; 11 am to
9 pm Tues. to Wed.; 11am to 10 pm,
Thurs to Fri.; 12 noon to 10 pm Sat.; 12
noon to 9 pm. Sun.

Terron vegan restaurant, 3426 Con-
rad St., 215-716-7111, order at www.ter-
ronkitchen.com; take-out curb-side
service; free local lunch delivery and
delivery via Grubhub and Doordash; 11
am to 2 pm and 5 to 9 pm Mon. to Fri.,
Sat. brunch 9 am to 2 pm, dinner 5 to 9
pm, Sun. brunch 10 am to 3 pm, dinner
5 to 9 pm.

Thunder Mug, 4233 Ridge Ave., 267-
766-6950; take out only; call to order
ahead or on-line at www.thundermug-
cafe.square.site for coffee and pastries; 8
am to 3 pm daily.

Trolley Car Cafe, 3269 S. Ferry Rd.
under the Twin Bridges, 267-385-6703;
trolleycarcafe.com; outdoor table service,
take-out and delivery, Uber Eats and
Grub Hub; 9 am to 3 pm daily.

Vault + Vine, 3507 Midvale Ave., 267-
331-6292, cafe@vaultandvine.com; café
open for bagged coffee, drink and pastry
curbside pick-up 8 am to 3 pm daily;
plant shop open Thurs. to Sat. for deliv-
ery, hello@vaultandvine.com.   

Wissahickon Brewery, 3705 W.
School House Ln., 215-483-8833 or order
online at  www.wissahickonbrew.com;
take-out and delivery of beer, snacks and
doggy treats; 12 noon to 7 pm daily.
Order before 2 pm.

Please consider giving to this go-fund-
me site to assist employees of restaurants
and bars in East Falls who have been
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-east-
falls-restaurant-and-bar-workers

Also open in East Falls:

Connie Gillespie, Elfant Wis-

sahickon Realtors, 215-805-0695
East Falls Eye Associates, Dr. Jesse

Jones, 4189 Ridge Ave., 215-844-2406
East Falls Family Dentistry, Dr.

Hyosun Christine Kim, 3722 Midvale
Ave., 215-849-1826

F.X. Duffy & Co., CPAs, 4265 Kelly
Dr., 215-438-8400

Midvale Auto, 3629 Midvale Ave.,
215-843-1533

RG Group, quality printed sports-
wear, 877-549-7712 or ronangill.com

Rutabaga, toy lending library and
gathering space, 3426 Conrad St.,
www.rutabagatoylibrary.com

SoLi Fitness, Derrick Johnson, 267-
971-2943



12 June 2021 East FallsNOW


