
T
he McMichael Park
PlaySpace built by the
Philadelphia Parks &

Recreation Department
received an enthusiastic
response from children and
parents when construction
was completed and it opened
for business on Nov. 20.

The first days found a
steady stream of people young
and old – all appearing to
observe COVID-19 precau-
tions – enjoying the new and
long-awaited addition to East
Falls.

The site features a climbing
structure and swings, along
with winding walkways and

seating areas.  Grass has
been planted.  

The structures are com-
posed almost exclusively of
natural materials.

The city’s plans called for a
Nov. 21 grand opening cere-
mony featuring Councilman
Curtis Jones, Jr., Parks &
Recreation officials, members

of Activate McMichael Play-
Space who worked to make
the facility a reality, and com-
munity leaders.

The COVID-19 pandemic
had other plans, however, and
the ceremony will be resched-
uled.

Activate McMichael was

by John T. Gillespie

W
hile the entire City of
Philadelphia voted
four-to-one for the

Democratic ticket of Joseph
Biden and Kamala Harris,
voters in East Falls delivered
a margin of victory that was
more than twice as much,
about nine-to-one. 

According to the city’s
Board of Elections, the vote
across Philadelphia’s 66

wards was 81.21 percent for
Biden/Harris and 17.86 per-
cent for Trump/Pence.  It is a
strong margin under any cir-
cumstances, and combined
with the results in the four
counties surrounding
Philadelphia it helped Biden
win the state.

But it’s less than the plural-
ity that East Falls and other
sections of the city delivered.

In the 38th ward alone,
which embraces most of East

T
he East Falls Communi-
ty Council’s Zoning and
Land Use Committee

met on Nov. 18 to discuss the
proposed development of three
townhomes at 3445 Division
St. – currently the site of three
street-front garages just off of
Conrad St.

The proposal from the
NUBO Group, Inc. drew criti-

cism from the Zoom meeting
attendees.  It will be discussed
further at the EFCC’s next
zoning meeting, at 7 pm on
Dec. 16.

Hilary Langer, Chair of the
committee, said that the pro-
posal -- which would subdivide
this small singlelot into three
even smaller parcels -- has

by John T. Gillespie

T
he annual Friends of the
Falls Library Holiday
Tree Sale has been

pushed back one week after
the Pennsylvania wholesaler
informed the Friends he
would be unable to supply the
trees in the quantity ordered.
A substitute grower in
Delaware has been found and
the dates of the sale changed
to accommodate the grower’s
delivery schedule.

The sale at Vault+Vine,
3507 Midvale Ave., will begin
Saturday, Dec. 5 and run
through the next day, Sunday
Dec. 6.  It will resume the fol-
lowing Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 11, 12 and 13.

The sale will run from 9 am
to 5 pm each day.  Free coffee,
compliments of Vault+Vine,
will be available to buyers
before 11 am. 

The trees will be delivered
at noon Wednesday, Dec. 2,
and off-loaded by volunteers.

Because of COVID-19,
restrictions along the Canadi-
an border and a damaging
frost last Spring, there has
been a tightening in the mar-
ket for Christmas trees, espe-
cially popular Fraser Firs.  

In a message to customers,
Don Hallowell of Don’s Tree
Farm in Greenwood, DE., said
there was a “massive shortage
of Christmas trees this
upcoming season.”  Fraser
and Canaan Firs are com-
pletely depleted and Douglas
Firs, he predicts, “will run out
due to high demand.”  

The Library has contracted
to buy from Don’s Trees 154
Douglas Firs, a species still
available in sufficient abun-
dance and quality.  The trees
will be available in 4 to 5-ft.
or tabletop size; 6 to 7 ft., 7 to
8 ft.; 8 to 9 ft.; and a few 9 to
10 footers.

Vault+Vine will carry its
customary wide selection of
Christmas greens. wreaths,
poinsettias, and cyclamens. 

Martha Fuller, newly elect-

ed President of the Friends of
the Falls Library, said the
holiday tree sale will be the

library’s only fundraiser for
2020.  Normally the library
relies on revenues from its
annual fall and spring book
sales -- both cancelled this
year because of the pandemic
-- and its popular biannual
February Winter Interlude
Silent Auction.  That should
take place in 2021, but has
been tabled due to COVID-19.

The tree sale will be con-
ducted outside thanks to
space provided by Vault+Vine
and its community-oriented
owner, Peicha Chang.  Cus-
tomers will be expected to
wear masks and maintain
proper distancing.

Sales can be made with
credit card, cash, or check.
For an extra $10, customers
can sign up for home delivery.

Wendy Moody, past presi-
dent of the Friends of the
Falls Library and manager of
the book sales, spoke to the
challenges the Library faces

H
ere’s an easy way to
get rid of leaves on
your property without

straining your back.  Just
rake or blow them into the
street.

On Monday, Dec. 7 the city
will conduct its
annual
mechanical
leaves collec-
tion in East
Falls.  By 7 am
that day resi-
dents should
get the leaves
into the street – not bagged
and not necessarily piled –
and the rest is up to the city.
The Streets Department does
ask that the refuse be leaves
only.  That means no branch-

es or other trash.
This is a one-time collec-

tion.
If residents want to bag

their leaves and deliver them
to a drop-off point, the city
will accept bags at Cathedral

Rd. and Ridge
Ave. from 9 am
to 3 pm on
three Saturdays
– Dec. 5, 12 and
19.

The Streets
Department
asks that if res-

idents use the drop-off loca-
tion they” use large brown
biodegradable bags, and that
no tree limbs, other trash or
recyclables be mixed in with
the leaves.
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Current view of 3445 Division St., site of proposed three townhomes.

Zoning Committee sets Dec. 16

to re-evaluate plans for three

homes at 3445 Division Street 

EF voted overwhelmingly

for Biden and Harris 

Save your back!  Rake leaves

into the street by Monday, Dec. 7

Reserve Monday, December 14

for EFFC Zoom Holiday Happy Hour

D
on’t miss the 7 pm
Monday, December 14
EFCC Zoom Holiday

Happy Hour. 
A link will be posted at

www.eastfallscommunity.org.

PlaySpace opens as big success

Library prepares for only fundraiser in 2020;
Friends’ tree sale to begin December 5 and 6

The sale will run 9
am to 5 pm Sat. and
Sun., Dec. 5 and 6,
and Fri., Sat and

Sun., Dec. 11 to 13.
Volunteers are need-
ed to help unload
trees 12 noon Wed.,
Dec. 2 and for all

sales days.
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encountered four zoning vari-
ance refusals from the city’s
Department of Licenses &
Inspections.  These refusals
trigger a process in the Zon-
ing Code in which the EFCC,
as a Registered Community
Organization with the city,
must advise the Zoning Board
of Adjustment as to whether
it approves, disapproves or
has no opinion on the vari-
ance requests. 

One variance request covers
a proposal to allow prohibited
interior garages and drive-
ways facing onto Division St.
Others relate to the under-
sized lot size areas for each
townhome, the full build-out

of the lot without required
rear setbacks for open space,
and a deck structure that is
not set back from the rear of
the property.
Neighbors voice concerns

Immediate Division St.
neighbors expressed concern
about what they viewed as
several serious issues. They
said the three-story height of
the project would seriously
deprive their two-story homes
across the street of sun and
daylight.  The proposed struc-
tures would be 42 foot high
on all sides and there will be
blank 1,500 square-foot eleva-
tions on two sides. 

The adjacent rear yards
also would be shadowed.

The proposal calls for the
small lot, which is adequately
sized for a single home with
setbacks, to be overdeveloped
with three homes, each with
a 630 square-foot footprint.
Members of the Zoning Com-
mittee and neighbors also
noted that the primary front
elevation consisting of the
garage entry and leftover
space for an entry door does
not conform to the East Falls
context of stoops, porches and
gardened frontages.  The
street side building material
of red brick also was consid-
ered to be firmly out of place.

This feedback is being pro-
vided to members of the
development team so they
can re-assess their proposal
before the December EFCC
zoning meeting.
4021 Ridge Avenue

The committee previously
has reviewed and approved a
project for 133 rental apart-

ment units and 93 parking
spaces at the corner of Ridge
Ave. and Scotts Ln.  The city
has granted building permits
for the proposal on the Dob-
son Mills site, so construction
is now able to start.  The
three new buildings will
match those already devel-
oped on the Ridge Ave. side of
the site.   Vehicular access
will be on both the current
Ridge Ave. location and a new
in-and-out on Scotts Ln., with
new sidewalks along the
Scotts Ln. property line.
4300-26 Ridge Avenue

Also remembered as the
Rivage Ballroom site, this
Philadelphia Redevelopment
Authority site at the corner of
Ridge Ave. and Calumet St.
has been taken over by devel-
oper David Grasso.  Langer
said Grasso is developing his
permit documents with the
goal of final permits by
December/January and a con-

struction start in February.  
Langer added that the new

developments coming to East
Falls need community review
and feedback to ensure these
projects will benefit and
improve the community.  He
said notices for zoning meet-
ings, currently being conduct-
ed via Zoom, will be posted on
the EFCC zoning website,
www.eastfallscommunity.org,
carried in the EFCC’s weekly
emails and posted on Next
Door East Falls.

All of the projects’ zoning
and designs described are
available for review on the
EFCC zoning website page.
All applicable documents to
each project also can be
reviewed at www.atlas.
phila.gov.  Type in the project
address and it will take you
to the full License & Inspec-
tions and zoning description
and documents for the
address.

(Continued from page 1)

Mildred Faragasso

Mildred Faragasso, 95 and
a life-long East Falls resident,
passed away on Oct. 11.

Considered the “mayor” of
Sunnyside Ave., Ms. Faragas-
so was an active member of
St. Bridget’s Church and a
retiree from Penn Fishing
Reel.  She never had children
of her own, she but assumed
the role of mother to Anthony
(Susan), Louis (Linda) and
Keith (Cecilia) Faragasso, and
was grandmother to Gabrielle
and Anthony Faragasso.  She
is remembered for cooking
contributions to family holi-
day dinners and for enjoying
time chatting with neighbors
on her bright green bench. 

We mourn 

the loss off:

1 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village Tuesday Zoom

yoga begins (Pg. 7)

3 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday

Zoom yoga begins (Pg. 7)

4 Friday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom program

on Laurel Hill Cemeteries (Pg.

7)

5 Saturday
9 am to 5 pm: Friends of the

Falls Library Christmas tree

sale, Vault+Vine (Pg. 1)

12 am to 2 pm: East Falls

Farmers Market and winter

crafts fair under the Twin

Bridges

6 Sunday
9 am to 5 pm: Friends of the

Falls Library Christmas tree

sale, Vault+Vine (Pg. 1)

7 Monday
4 pm: EFV Zoom program on

gadgets for the home (Pg. 7) 

8 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom yoga

(Pg.7)

9 Wednesday
7 pm: EF Historical Society pro-

gram on the East Falls Bridge

(Pg. 7)

10 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday

Zoom yoga (Pg. 7)

7 pm: East Falls Town Watch

Zoom meeting; call TW office,

215-848-2033 for log-in informa-

tion or visit eastfallscommuni-

ty.org for link (Pg. 6)

11 Friday
9 am to 5 pm: Friends of the

Falls Library Christmas tree

sale, Vault+Vine (Pg. 1)

12 Saturday
9 am to 5 pm: Friends of the

Falls Library Christmas tree

sale, Vault+Vine (Pg. 1)

12 am to 2 pm: East Falls

Farmers Market and winter

crafts fair under the Twin

Bridges

13 Sunday
9 am to 5 pm: Friends of the

Falls Library Christmas tree

sale, Vault+Vine (Pg 1)

15 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom yoga

(Pg. 7)

16 Wednesday
6 pm: EF Town Watch call with

39th District Police Service

Area 1 meeting, dial 605-313-

5071, code 946071# (Pg. 6)

17 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday

Zoom yoga (Pg. 7)

19 Saturday
9 to 3 pm: EFTW monthly “Lit-

ter Crew Ahead” clean-up. Meet

at (Pg. 6)

11 am to 1 pm: East Falls

Farmers Market under the

Twin Bridges

22 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village Zoom yoga

(Pg. 7)

24 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday

zoom yoga (Pg. 7)

28 Monday
??  6 pm: EFTW 39th Police

district-wide meeting; dial 605-

313-5071, code 946071#. (Pg. 6)

Stay informed.  If you don’t

receive the EF Community

Council’s weekly emails, 

send your email address to

info@eastfallscommunity.org.  

To join the EFCC, visit

www.eastfallscommunity.org.

Your December 2020 East Falls NOW Calendar

V
isit the East Falls NOW Restaurant
and Business Guide on Page 11.
We’ll do our best to keep it up to

date on our website and in our weekly
emails.  If you don’t get those emails, send

your email address to info@eastfallscom-
munity.org.

In addition, the East Falls Farmers Mar-
ket continues every Saturday under the
Twin Bridges – with special winter crafts

fairs on Dec. 5 and 12.  
And don’t forget the Friends of the Falls

Library annual Christmas tree sale on two
weekends – Dec. 5 and 6 and Dec. 11, 12
and 13. 

Zoning Committee sets Dec. 16

to re-evaluate plans for three

homes at 3445 Division Street 



T
he COVID-19 pandemic
temporarily has closed
the doors to Philadel-

phia’s free libraries, but it
hasn’t stopped service at
many branches -- including
the Falls of Schuylkill
Branch.

Drew Birden, branch man-
ager, reports that -- subject to
last-minute adjustments
required by the COVID-19
pandemic -- library patrons
can visit www.freelibrary.org
to reserve library materials.
They should select “Falls
Library” as their pick-up site.

Once a patron’s book or
books arrive, the library will
send an email instructing the
patron to call the Falls
Library to schedule a no-con-
tact appointment when the
books are ready.  Appoint-
ments will be made in a 15-
minute window on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.

This might expand to five
days a week by January,
depending on virus condi-
tions. 

Materials will be delivered
curbside to patrons on the
Warden Dr. side of the build-
ing. 

The library’s outdoor book
drop-off boxes are open from
10 am to 4 pm Monday
through Friday on the War-
den St. sidewalk of the build-

ing.  Items returned via the
boxes will remain in a
checked-out status for one
week while they decontami-
nate.

For further information con-
tact the branch at 215-685-
2093.
Fun Facts about the Library

• The branch opened in
1913, originally on Indian
Queen Ln. where the Old
Academy Playhouse now
stands.

• The current building at
3501 Warden Dr. at the cor-
ner of Midvale Ave. was fund-
ed by Andrew Carnegie and
features English Collegiate
architecture.

• Since the doors opened,
the branch has had 15 man-
agers.  The longest tenured is
Wendy Moody, with 17 years
of service as branch manager.

• The building is included
on the Philadelphia Register
of Historic Places.
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able to carry out one of its
two scheduled park cleanups
on the weekend prior to the
opening of the PlaySpace.
Some 20 neighbors joined in
raking leaves in the park as
part of the City of Philadel-
phia’s Love Your Park pro-

gram. 
The second cleanup was to

have taken place the same
weekend as the opening, but
in the interest of public safe-
ty during the COVID-19 cri-
sis the city postponed that
event, too.

PlaySpace opens as big success

Climbing structures, swings and seating areas highlight the newest addition to
East Falls, the McMichael Park PlaySpace. 

COVID-19 hasn’t stopped Falls Library

from offering service -- just at curbside

(Continued from page 1)
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Total 38th Ward:
Biden/Harris
8,530, 90.8%
Trump/Pence
779, 8.3%

Division 1
Biden/Harris
274, 98.2%
Trump/Pence
4, 1.4%

Division 2
Biden/Harris
347, 98.5%
Trump/Pence
3, .8%

Division 3
Biden/Harris
499, 98%
Trump/Pence
9, 1.8%

Division 4
Biden/Harris
333, 98.8%
Trump/Pence
2, .6%

Division 5
Biden/Harris
365, 97.3%
Trump/Pence 
8, 2.1%

Division 6
Biden/Harris
393, 97.3%
Trump/Pence
8, 1.9%

Division 7
Biden/Harris
403, 96.2%
Trump/Pence
14, 3.3%

Division 8
Biden/Harris
355, 97.5%
Trump/Pence
7, 1.9%

Division 9
Biden/Harris
744, 92.9%
Trump/Pence
55, 6.8%

Division 10
Trump/Harris
422, 95.5%
Trump/Pence
17, 3.8%

Division 11
Biden/Harris
345, 90.3%
Trump/Pence
36, 9.4%

Division 12
Biden/Harris 

460, 85%
Trump/Pence
71, 13.1%

Division 13
Biden/Harris
455, 83.9%
Trump/Pence
183, 5.3%

Division 14
Biden/Harris
372, 84.9%
Trump/Pence 
60, 13.7%

Division 15
Biden/Harris
512, 86.6%
Trump/Pence
75, 12.7%

Division 16
Biden/Harris
388, 79.3%
Trump, Pence
92, 18.1%

Division 17
Biden/Harris
477, 93.5%
Trump/Pence
28, 5.5%

Division 18
Biden/Harris
421, 84.8%
Trump/Pence

71, 14.3%

Division 19
Biden/Harris
290, 87.9%
Trump/Pence
34, 10.3%

Division 20
Biden/Harris
308, 75.1%
Trump/Pence
97, 23.6%

Division 21
Biden/Harris
367, 98.4%
Trump/Pence
5, 1.3%

Total 21st Ward:
Biden/Harris
20,310, 73.4%
Trump/Harris
6,896, 24.9%

Division 14
Biden/Harris
543, 83.8%
Trump/Harris
89, 13.7%

Division 23
Biden/Harris
757, 89.8%
Trump/Harris 
73, 8.6%

Falls, the tally was 90.8 per-
cent for Biden/Harris and 8.3
percent for Trump/Pence.  In
the 21st Ward, which skirts
the north side of School House
Ln., including the private res-
idential streets Apalogen Rd.,
Timber Ln. and Foxx Ln., the
vote was closer to three to one
-- 73.4 percent to 24.9 percent
in favor of Biden and Harris. 

Shown in the following
table, 14 of the 38th ward’s 21
divisions in East Falls voted
90 percent or more for the
Democratic ticket; 10 divi-
sions voted 95 percent or

higher for the Democratic
ticket; and five exceeded 98
percent.

Mark Green, Democrat
leader of the 38th ward,
attributed the results and
high turnout to the city’s
aggressive vote drive and
mail-in ballots.

The table shows the vote for
the Democratic and Republi-
can presidential and vice
presidential candidates in the
21 divisions of the 38th ward
and in two divisions of the
21st ward set in East Falls,
excluding third party candi-
dates and write-ins.
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EF voted overwhelmingly for Biden and Harris 
(Continued from page 1)

Two crashes on Henry Ave. in Nov.

Two serious crashes took
place in November on
Henry Ave. The first, on

Nov. 11, (below) involved one
car and resulted in serious
injuries to a female driver who

was thrown from the car and
landed with the car on top of
her. Bystanders reported that it
took as many as 10 people to lift
the car and flip it off of the dri-
ver. The second crash (right)

involved two cars on Nov. 13.
At East Falls NOW press time
reports on the injuries in both
crashes had not been received.

Nov. 11 photo by LB Young and
Nov. 13 photo by Beth Hymel.



by Navin Sasikumar

Every spring we start seeing
birds move north to their
breeding grounds.  The War-

blers are decked out in their finest,
and the Shorebirds look quite spiffy,
too.

Once the breeding season is
over, they head back south to
their wintering grounds in the
fall, no longer dressed in their
colorful regalia, but with a
fresh molt of feathers for the
year ahead. 

The timing of these migra-
tions is quite predictable.
Sure, some species show up in
larger numbers in some years
compared to others, but the
dates they arrive and depart
each year usually are consis-
tent. 

Many of our winter birds
don’t quite follow the calendar
so predictably, though.  You
might not see some of our win-
tering Finches for years and
then suddenly, one year, there
are dozens, perhaps even hun-
dreds or thousands showing
up in our woods and at our
feeders.

Years in which some of
these northern birds are quite
plentiful are known as “irrup-
tion” years.

This winter is shaping up to
be a good one for our winter-
ing Finches. 

Irruptions can arise due to
multiple different reasons.  A
successful breeding season
with an abundance of food for
young birds can cause a popu-
lation boom. These young
birds then wander around in
search of food for the winter,

which might lead them far-
ther south than in non-irrup-
tion years.

Our region had quite an
irruption of Snowy Owls a few
years ago.  On the other hand,
some of our boreal winter
Finches rely on cones and
seeds to take them through
the winter.  If the trees don’t
produce a good crop in the
summer because of a summer
frost, an insect infestation or
some other reason, the Finch-
es don’t have enough seeds for
the winter. This causes them
to move south (though some-
times west) in search of food. 

This year we’ve seen a huge
irruption of Pine Siskins.
These are small streaked
Finches with tinges of yellow
on their wings and back.
From none to at most a few in
past years, this year people in
the area, including here in
East Falls, have been graced
by dozens, and sometimes
even more than 40 of these
northern Finches at their
feeders.

Another winter Finch that
has been showing up this year
is the Evening Grosbeak, a
stunning and large yellow
Finch with a dark (males) or
gray (females) head. Only a
handful of these birds had
been recorded in Philadelphia
over the past two decades, but
this year we’ve had quite a
few sightings in the region. 

I’ve not seen one of these
myself, but they have been
reported in Houston meadow
and at feeders in Mt. Airy.  So
keep your eyes peeled!

Look out this winter for oth-
er winter Finches, as well,

even though they haven’t been
reported like the Siskins and
Evening Grosbeaks.  White-
winged or Red Crossbills
might show up, and yes, they
do indeed have a crossed bill.  

See if you can find a Com-
mon Redpoll, a tiny, cute
Finch with a red spot on its
forehead.

Perhaps, you might be lucky
enough to find a Pine Gros-

beak, a large Finch with pink-
ish males and yellow to
orange-headed females.

Purple Finches are more
common annually than the
other birds that I’ve men-
tioned so far, but they do have
irruption years, too.

For more information on
winter Finches, check out the
Winter Finch Forecast online
at https://finchnetwork.org/

winter-finch-forecast-2020. In
addition to Finches, some
years we might also see an
irruption of Red-breasted
Nuthatches and Black-capped
Chickadees. 

So even though it’s winter,
keep your eye on your feeders
and listen to Finch calls.  You
never know what visitors from
the far north will alight here
this winter.
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APOLLO’S
PIZZA

215-842-0718    215-843-0676
HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR,

FROM APOLLO’S FAMILY TO YOURS

Since

1976

CONRAD & NEW QUEEN

Pick up only!

A Penn Charter education is a powerful challenge 
for students to use modern tools and design thinking 

to dive into complexity, cultivate curiosity, and 
develop discipline and a thirst for discovery — 
all within a culture of caring and community.

BEGIN YOUR EXPLORATION WITH 
A conversation with Admissions: 215.844.3460 

And a virtual preview: www.penncharter.com/admissions

At Philadelphia’s oldest Friends school, we are

reINVIGORATING
learning

reINVENTING classic

A conversation with Admissions: 215.844.3460 x103

Pine Siskins at an East Falls feeder. 

‘Irruption’ year means more winter Finches in East Falls

Join the East Falls Community Council
and East Falls NOW for a Holiday
Happy Hour, by Zoom, of course.

We’ll meet at 7 pm Monday, Decem-
ber 10. A link to be posted shortly on

www.eastfallscommunity.org.

Join the East Falls Watch Town December Community
Cleanup. Saturday, Dec. 19, 10 am to 2pm. 

Start at the TW office, 3540 Indian Queen Ln. 
Call 215-848-2033 for details.



E
ast Falls Town Watch
has scheduled its next
monthly community

cleanup for Saturday, Dec. 19.
Mary Jane Fullam, Presi-

dent, said the effort will take
place from 10 am to 2 pm.  

Participants will meet at the
TW office, 3540 Indian Queen
Ln. anytime during the
cleanup period.  Look for the
“Litter Crew Ahead” sign
marking the spot.  

Gloves, safety vests and bags
will be provided.  Please wear
masks.
November effort

The November 21 cleanup in
the Mifflin School Arboretum
marked the fourth consecutive
month that TW has addressed
the overgrowth on the school’s
property.

The work has produced
results.  Hundreds of bags of
leaves and piles of dead
branches have been carried
away by the city’s Streets
Department. At the urging of
EFTW and the East Falls Com-
munity Council, School District
employees finally hauled away
large tree trunks that marred
the landscape.  They also cut
down several dead trees.

More importantly, due to the
TW efforts the Arboretum’s
rocks and step once again are
visible to Midvale Ave. passers-
by as they were last year fol-
lowing extensive work by local
resident Alice Ballard.
Anti-grafitti effforts

At the same time, Town
Watch board members have
used financial donations from
community members, the city
and the EFCC to purchase
paint-spraying equipment to
cover the destructive work of
vandals along the major streets
in the community and the
ramps leading to I-76. 

Fullam said that neighbors
interested in supporting the
anti-graffiti effort and TW lit-
ter cleanup efforts can con-
tribute on-line at
www.eastfallscommunity.org or

by mail at 3540 Indian Queen
Ln.  Persons interested in help-
ing with graffiti removal
should contact TW at eastfall
stownwatch@gmail.com or call
215-848-2033.
‘Call 911’

Fullam said that TW contin-
ues to identify and report safe-
ty and other quality of life
issues in the neighborhood.  

“It remains important for
neighbors to call 911 if they
see anything suspicious taking
place.  Those calls generate
police coverage, even if we

think that officers don’t
respond as rapidly as we would
hope. 

“39th Police District officials
repeatedly remind us that resi-
dents and business proprietors
are the first line of defense in
protecting themselves and
their neighbors.”
Monthly TW meeting

The monthly EFTW meeting
will take place via Zoom at 7
pm Thursday, Dec. 10.  Con-
tact the TW office for log-in
information or visit east
fallscommunity.org for the

link.
Town Watch December cal-
endar:

Thurs., Dec. 10, 7 pm: TW
monthly meeting via Zoom.
Contact TW office, 215-848-
2033 for log-in information or
visit eastfallscommunity.org
for link.

Wed., Dec. 16, 6 pm: TW
call with 39th District Police
Service Area 1 officers.  Dial
605-313-5071, code 946071#.
Call the 39th District at 215-
686-3390-1 to confirm.

Sat., Dec. 19, 10 am to 2
pm: TW monthly “Litter Crew
Ahead” COVID-19 compliant
community clean-up.  Meet at
the EFTW office, 3540 Indian
Queen Ln.  Call 215-848-2033
for more information.

Mon., Dec. 23, 4 pm: TW
39th Police district-wide meet-
ing; dial 605-313-5071, code
946071#.  Call TW office to
confirm scheduling, 215-848-
2033. Call the 39th District at
215-686-3390/1 to confirm.
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LOOKYOUR BESTLOOK
by Steven J. Peitzman

T
his year, the Falls
Bridge and its span of
500 feet over the

Schuylkill River became 125
years old, and it’s still going
strong. 

Well, not quite as strong as
it was at one time.  It’s per-
fectly safe to drive, bike, or
walk across, but it is in need
of some rehabilitation.

This will occur within the
next few years.  The city-
owned bridge will be repaired
by PennDOT, partly using
federal funds.  The plans
require historical review by
the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission
because this is an historic
bridge within an historic set-
ting.

East Falls Historical Society
has enrolled with PennDOT
as an interested party. 

In addition, the EFHS has
engaged preservation engi-
neer Justin Spivey of Wiss,
Janney, Elstner, Inc, an
authority on the Schuylkill
River bridges, to monitor the
emerging plans with the Soci-
ety.

Spivey will offer a presenta-
tion via Zoom on the history
and structure of the Falls
Bridge on Wednesday, Dec. 9
at 7 pm.  The link will be
posted on the EFHS website
by Dec. 8 -- eastfallshistorical
society.org.  The program is
free, but donations and new
memberships are welcome.
See information on the EFHS
website, or email eastfallshis
tory@gmail.com.

Dec. 9 EFHS program to mark

125th anniversary of Falls Bridge

Town Watch sets community cleanup for Saturday, Dec. 19 

Above, branches, leaves and weeds pulled out of the Mifflin Arboretum during
the fourth monthly East Falls Town Watch cleanup of the Mifflin School property
that borders Midvale Ave. Below, as the cleanup proceeded each week the
Arboretum’s boulders and stone stairway became more visible to passersby on
Midvale Ave.

Town Watch volunteers Nancy Pontone (left) and Roger Marsh tackle the
overgrowth in the Mifflin Arboretum.  Photo by Marie Filipponi.



by Mary Flournoy and Susan
Smith
Co-chairs, EFV Operating
Group

D
ecember will see the
launch of a new twice-a-
week series of yoga pro-

grams via Zoom sponsored by
the East Falls Village.  

Since April, the Village’s two
Yoga classes have been con-
ducted via Zoom, and have
proven to be very popular.

Not only are the participants
getting exercise to help their
strength and balance, but they
are learning to use controlled
breathing to relieve stress --
important in this difficult time. 

And because each class
begins and ends with conversa-
tion and sharing, it has been a
way for class members to feel
connected, without masks, and
enjoy a true sense of communi-
ty.

People of any age and from

any area are welcome to regis-
ter for the series, including
non-Village members.

The Tuesday class, taught
by Lillian Rozin, requires a
mat -- or your carpet.  The
Thursday class, taught by Shi-
va Das, requires only a chair.
Both classes are from 2 to 3
pm. 

One class member reports,
“Doing the class by Zoom is
really easy.  I like having the
ability to have two different
classes, and with two great
teachers with different styles.”

Each series has 16 classes,
with a two-week holiday
break.  The classes run from
December 1 through April 1.

To register, email info@east
fallsvillage.org.  The fee for
each series is $96 for members
of East Falls Village, or $112
for non-Village members.
Checks should be payable to
EFCC and sent to Mary
Flournoy, 4055 Ridge Ave.,
Apt, 1301, Philadelphia, PA
19129. 
Special look at Laurel Hill
Cemetery

Nancy Goldenberg, the Presi-
dent and CEO of Laurel Hill
and West Laurel Hill Cemeter-
ies, will provide an overview of
Laurel Hill’s colorful history,
architecture, and legendary
stories -- via Zoom -- on Friday,
Dec. 4 at 2 pm.

The founding and develop-
ment of the Laurel Hill Ceme-
teries is a remarkable story,
surpassed only by the tales of
its 70,000 residents -- famous
and infamous.  Everyone is
welcome to join East Falls Vil-
lage to learn about some of
these stories.

Village members have
enjoyed several lovely walks
through Laurel Hill.  Here’s a
chance to learn more about this
National Historic Landmark in
our own neighborhood.  To reg-
ister, email info@eastfallsvil-
lage.org so that we can send
the Zoom link. 
Easy peasy -- gadgets to
make your life easier

On Monday, Dec. 7 at 4 pm,
Occupational Therapy gradu-
ate students from Jefferson
University will show and

demonstrate a selection of
gadgets and tools to help you
around your home with daily
chores, self-care, gardening
and cooking.  The inexpensive
gadgets can be purchased in
stores or ordered online.
After the Zoom presentation,
there will be an opportunity
to ask questions. 

Register by emailing
info@eastfallsvillage.org.  We
will send you the link to join
Zoom the day before the pro-
gram. 

by Krystal Cunillera

L
iving an eco-conscious
life is becoming a prior-
ity for lots of families,

but doing so during the holi-
days is nothing short of a
miracle.

Everywhere you go there
are ads for the "best deals of
the year."  They draw us in
or cause our kids to sing the
“Can I have it?” song.  We
know that some of the things
we buy this year are not
things our family really
needs.  And no parent enjoys
finding a brand new gift
abandoned and forgotten
after only a few days.

Here are a few ideas to
make being environmentally
friendly this season easier
and fun for your family:
1. Reimagine your gift
list: Instead of making a
long gift list of things from
Amazon, ask for experience

gifts, such as memberships,
trips, or activities -- all great
low-waste options.

You also might want to use
this season as motivation to
make your own gifts, shop
secondhand, or borrow toys.
2. Get creative and crafty:
Every year between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s Day,
Americans throw out tens of
millions of tons of trash.  So
instead of adding to that
waste, get creative.  

Reuse wrapping paper and
ribbons, then save this year’s
items for future occasions.

Wrap gifts in unfolded
brown paper bags or newspa-
pers, and let your kids deco-
rate them!

You also can reduce waste
with your decorations by
having the kids make gar-
lands out of popcorn, cran-
berries or paper.
3. Reduce the clutter:
Before anything new enters

your home, take some time to
reduce what you already
have.  Millions of toys (and
many other items that are
typically in great condition)
are thrown away every year.
But what can you do with
your no-longer-needed items?
We recommend donating,
doing a toy swap with
friends, and selling items
that no longer fit your fami-
ly’s needs.  After months of
being cooped up in our hous-
es, we can probably all agree
that we have a lot of stuff!

Shifting the way you
approach the holidays is not
an overnight feat.  It takes
planning and intention to
accomplish, but these steps
can help your family have a
more eco-conscious holiday
season.

Krystal Cunillera is an East
Falls businessperson.

East FallsNOW December 2020 7

215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% o� orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945

�e City of Philadelphia has set up a warehouse to partner 
with local food pantries to assist with getting meals to the 
City’s most vulnerable population during the COVID-19 
pandemic. �is warehouse will be the main hub through 
which food will be sorted, packed, and distributed. 

Volunteers will work in teams of 6 to 10 people to sort food 
and pack meals. �e City is committed to keeping volun-
teers safe through practicing social distancing and follow-
ing guidelines from the CDC and the Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Public Health. Ages 18 and up. 10 AM to 12 PM.

For more information, go to forphilly.com

CommunityVolunteeringin the

Tips for less waste, more space this holiday season

Wooden Dolls. Photo by Krystal Cunillera.

EF Village schedules new Zoom yoga series and virtual tour of West Laurel Cemeteries

Entrance to Laurel Hill Cemetery on Ridge Ave. – subject of a Dec. 4 Zoom
tour sponsored by the East Falls Village.

For advertising contact: ads@eastfallsnow.com



by Anne Farnese

C
OVID 19 has changed
holiday celebrations
and traditions this

year, but it doesn’t mean that
holiday-gifting has to change.

This spring, during the pan-
demic’s stay-in-place restric-
tions, many folks formed new
or renewed interest in culi-
nary arts.  As Martha Stewart
would say, “It’s a good thing.”
A culinary-related gift is a
good thing, too, because this
category is so broad it offers
countless ideas and a wide
range of prices.

Kitchen Corner offers these
suggestions:
KitchenAid Cordless

The well-known maker of
stand mixers now manufac-
tures cordless appliances.  If
your kitchen is electric-outlet
challenged, these products
will make your mixing process
much easier.

The hand blender, hand
mixer and cordless chopper
operate on a rechargeable
lithium battery that takes
about two hours to fully
charge.  MSRP is $99.99.

OXO Good Grips
Items from this company

are well-made and reliable. 
Kitchen Corner keeps sever-

al of its locking tongs in a jar
by the stove.  The product
grabs well and is easy to use
and clean. 

Multi-tasking cooks will
cheer the triple timer.  No
more overcooked food! 

Bakers will appreciate the
11-pound food scale.  Its
capacity allows for accurately
measuring ingredients into a
heavy mixing bowl.
Soup-making gifts

• Large fine mesh strainer
• Cheesecloth for lining 

strainer
• Bouquet garni bags for

herbs
• Spoon rest
• An assortment of food

storage containers
Baker Gifts

• Rolling pin cover and
pastry cloth

• Electric flour sifter
• Double boiler
• Kitchen parchment paper
• Microplane grater/zester 
• Variety of pure extracts
• Vanilla beans
• Baking chocolate

Stocking stuffers
• Garlic peeler
• Garlic press
• Stainless steel soap bar
• Seasoned salts

• Bird’s beak knife
• Tomato knife
• Ring holder
• Chef’s burn balm

Happy holidays

to all!
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Kitchen Corner

Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.
(215) 438 7600

Follow us for the latest specials
F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

Library prepares for only fundraiser
in 2020; Friends’ tree sale to run
December 5 and 6, 11, 12 and 13
this year. "Having had to can-
cel three major fundraisers --
the spring and fall book sales
as well as the Winter Interlude
Silent Auction -- we hope our
community will enthusiastical-
ly support our annual tree
sale.” 

Fuller said proceeds from the
tree sale would help sustain
library programs and other
needs once the pandemic ends.  

Last year the tree sale net-
ted a record-high profit to the
Library of $5,219.  

Volunteers are needed to

unload the trees Wednesday,
Dec. 2, and on all five days of
the sale, preferably in half-day
or full-day segments.  Interest-
ed volunteers can contact John
Gillespie at john.gillespie1
@verizon.net or call 215-842-
1997 and leave a message.

(Continued from page 1)

Culinary gifts are the perfect solution to giving in COVID-19 times

Make life in the kitchen easier with cooking gifts for your favorite cooks!

Join the East Falls Community

Council and East Falls NOW for

a Holiday Happy Hour, by

Zoom, of course.  We’ll meet at

7 pm Monday, December 10.

A link to be posted shortly on

www.eastfallscommunity.org.

and



by Rich Lampert
For the EF Historical Society

Q
uestion:  “Where is
McMichael Park locat-
ed?”

Answer: “Along Midvale
Ave., between 32nd and 33rd
Sts.”

That’s a bit of dialog that
has never taken place,
thanks to a decision made
back in 1854.

In that year, after about a
decade of pressure by citizens
of the original City of
Philadelphia (Delaware River
to the Schuylkill River and
Vine St. to South St.), the Act
of Consolidation  brought all
of Philadelphia County under
control of the city govern-
ment.  What had been Rox-
borough Township (basically,
from the current Hunting
Park Ave. to Northwestern
Ave. and Wissahickon Ave. to
the Schuylkill River, an area
that also contained a sepa-
rate Manayunk Township)
was now part of the City of
Philadelphia. 
A decree for mayors

While the townships closer
to the original City main-
tained the street grid with
the same numbering system,
Roxborough Township was
less developed and less sys-
tematic.  Rather than force
the numbered streets into
Roxborough Township, the
consolidation commissioners
decreed that the north-south
streets would be named after
mayors.

The street closest to the
Schuylkill River, approxi-
mately continuous with 35th
Street, came first, and it was
named after Robert T. Con-
rad, the first mayor of the
consolidated city.  He served
from 1854 to 1856.

After that, the mayors were

Richard Vaux (1856-1858),
whose name took over for
34th St.; Alexander Henry
(1858-1865), for 33rd St.;
Morton McMichael (1866-
1869) for 32nd St.; Daniel M.
Fox (1869-1872) for 31st St.;
and William S. Stokley
(1872-1881) for 30th St. 

These mayors were a
diverse lot.  For instance,
Mayor Conrad was nominat-
ed by both the Whig Party
and the No-Nothing Party
and ran on a nativist plat-
form. 

Outside of politics, he was
a playwright and poet.  His
play, a tragedy called
Aylmere, was purchased by

the legendary actor Edwin
Forrest (the namesake of the
theater in downtown
Philadelphia) as a star turn
for himself. 

Mayor Vaux, a Democrat,
was a devoted member of the
egalitarian Fraternal Order
of Masons and was promi-
nent enough to have laid the
cornerstone for the Masonic
Temple in downtown
Philadelphia in 1868.

Mayor Henry, who aligned
with the Republican Party
once it became a national
force, mobilized a 700-strong
Home Guard to fortify the
defenses around Philadelphia
in 1863, during the most seri-
ous Confederate thrust into
the North. 

Mayor Fox established the
Philadelphia Fire Depart-
ment, which forced the well-
established volunteer

companies out of business
and engendered some serious
hard feelings. 
Set Phila. on path 

And Mayor Stokley was in
a class by himself.  He might
well have been the mayor
who set Philadelphia on the
path to becoming known as
“corrupt and contented.”  As
a member of the Public
Buildings Commission before
he became mayor, he pressed
to build a City Hall worthy of
the consolidated city on Penn
Square.  During his term as
mayor, the construction com-
pany gave a no-bid contract
of $5.3 million for marble (in
1870’s dollars!) to a favored
company, and by the time the
dust cleared, Stokley was the
owner of a handsome new
house. 

It’s not entirely clear when
these names were formally
applied to our streets.  By
custom, streets were named
only after deceased people.
With former Mayor Vaux liv-
ing into the 1890’s, our best
guess is that the name
changes took until roughly
the turn of the 20th century.
A Bromley atlas from 1895
shows some of the mayoral
names, but with the numbers
in parentheses.  

Except for Fox, all of these
mayors are still “residents” of
East Falls.  That is, they are
interred at Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery. 

Do you have questions
about East Falls history, or
want to know more?  See our
growing website at eastfall
shistoricalsociety.org, or con-
tact us at eastfallshistory
@gmail.com. And join!

East FallsNOW December 2020 9

�e City of Philadelphia has set up a warehouse to partner 
with local food pantries to assist with getting meals to the 
City’s most vulnerable population during the COVID-19 
pandemic. �is warehouse will be the main hub through 
which food will be sorted, packed, and distributed. 

Volunteers will work in teams of 6 to 10 people to sort food 
and pack meals. �e City is committed to keeping volun-
teers safe through practicing social distancing and follow-
ing guidelines from the CDC and the Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Public Health. Ages 18 and up. 10 AM to 12 PM.

For more information, go to forphilly.com

CommunityVolunteeringin the

What’s in a name?

Our East Falls streets know!

Robert T. Conrad, first mayor of the consolidated Philadelphia.  He was a
nativist, a forgotten playwright – and the namesake of Conrad St.

East Falls NOW

Restaurant Guide
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Join the 

East Falls Town

December 

Community

Cleanup. 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 

10 am to 2pm.  

Start at the 

TW office, 3540

Indian Queen Ln.

Call 215-848-2033

for details.



T
he Pennsylvania
Department of Human
Services (DHS) has

reminded Pennsylvanians
struggling with anxiety and
other challenging emotions
due to the COVID-19 crisis
that they do not have to face
their issues alone.

Secretary Teresa Miller said
that help is available. 

“We know that psychologi-
cal distress – whether it
stems from poverty, systemic
racism, or a public health cri-
sis – can cause trauma,” said
Teresa Miller, Secretary of
DHS.  “And we know that
trauma can create long-last-

ing, adverse effects on a per-
son’s well-being and can
extend across their entire life.

“I want people to know that
if you are experiencing stress,
anxiety, or grief from what
we’ve been facing – that’s ok.
Those feelings are a natural
reaction to the difficult cir-
cumstances we’re facing right
now.  But you don’t have to
face them alone, and
resources are available that
can help you work through
these feelings.”

In early April, DHS
launched the Support &
Referral Helpline, a free
resource staffed by skilled

and compassionate casework-
ers available to counsel Penn-
sylvanians.  The helpline can
be reached toll-free, 24/7 at 1-
855-284-2494.  For TTY, dial
724-631-5600.

The helpline is made possi-
ble through a partnership
with the Center for Communi-
ty Resources (CCR.)  CCR
staff are trained to be accessi-
ble, culturally competent, and
skilled at assisting people
with mental illness, intellec-
tual disabilities, co-occurring
disorders or other special
needs, or someone just look-
ing to talk to a supportive,
empathetic person.

Staff are trained in trauma-
informed care to listen, assess
needs, triage calls and provide
appropriate referrals to com-
munity resources to children,
teens, adults and special pop-

ulations. The helpline has
received a total of 9,213 calls
since April 1 and is averaging
68 calls per day.

Other resources are avail-
able to Pennsylvanians in
need of support, including: the
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK
(8255); the Spanish-language
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 1-888-628-9454 ;
the Mental Health Crisis Text
Line (text “PA” to 741-741;
and the  Attorney General’s
Safe2Say program at 1-844-
723-2729 or www.safe2say
pa.org.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
warned that communities
more likely to experience
excessive stress include peo-
ple with underlying medical
conditions or disabilities, peo-
ple who have lost their jobs,
and racial and ethnic minori-
ties.  A recent Penn State
study found that across all
age groups, individuals who
lost work were 64.7 percent
more likely to worry about
their mental health.  And new
research reported in the
Guardian found that more
than half of people who
received treatment for
COVID-19 were found to be
suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder, depression,
anxiety, insomnia or obses-
sive-compulsive symptoms.

“We know that crisis does
not always allow people to
tune in to personal needs.
But no matter what chal-
lenges you are facing, you do
not have go at this alone. It’s
okay to ask for help because
we can and will get through
this together,” Miller said.
“We are committed to main-
taining a strong, stable, trau-
ma-informed mental health
and substance use support
system available for everyone
across the commonwealth.  If
you find that you might need
help, do not hesitate; reach
out.”  More information can
be found at dhs.pa.gov.
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Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating 
the History of East Falls

Presentation via Zoom:

“The Falls Bridge: History and Structure”
Justin Spivey, preservation engineer

Wednesday, December 9, 7:00 pm. Details on our website.

Support us as a member!

Find the membership form on our website, or email.

For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.

Eastfallshistoricalsociety.org    And, visit us on Facebook!

State help lines available during COVID-19 crisis

East Falls Tree Tenders add seven trees to the community

Teams of volunteers of

East Falls Tree Tenders hit

the streets on the last

Saturday before Thanks-

giving to plant seven new

trees on the sidewalks of

the community.  Here on

Midvale Ave. by the Carl-

ton Park Apartments are,

from left, Sue Park,

Andrea Sunderland and

Betsy Michel.

T
he volunteers of East
Falls Tree Tenders
ventured out for

their first and only plant-
ing of 2020 to install seven
new American Yellow-
woods (Cladrastis Kantu-
ka) and Eastern Redbuds
(Cercis Canadensis) on the
streets of the neighbor-
hood.

Under bright, brisk skies
on Saturday, Nov. 21, a
team of 12 members of TT
fanned out to plant the
new trees on Midvale Ave.
and Queen Ln.  Some
replaced trees that had
died this year.  

Join the East Falls

Community Council

and East Falls NOW

for a Holiday Happy

Hour, by Zoom, of

course.  We’ll meet

at 7 pm Monday,

December 10.

A link to be posted

shortly on

www.eastfallscom

munity.org.
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Volunteer powered, the East Falls Community Council represents
the interests of the people of East Falls. We improve our 
quality of life through the work of our Zoning and Traffic 

committees, and by supporting:

EF Town Watch  •  Friends of Mifflin  

•  Falls of Schuylkill Library  •  EF Village  •  Grants

EF Tree Tenders  •  EF Sports Association  

•  EF Historical Society  •  McMichael Park 

Inn Yard Park  •  EF Community Garden  

•  Solarize East Falls  •  EF Dog Park, coming soon

Mifflin Arboretum Clean-up  •  EF Flea Market

Fallser Fest 2018  •  Holiday Sing  •  EF House Tour

We also sponsor events that improve and 
bring together our community:

Use a credit card or PayPal online at www.eastfallscommunity.org or mail a check to:

EFCC, PO Box 12672, Philadelphia, PA 19129

East Falls NOW December Restaurant and Business Guide

E
ast Falls NOW and the East
Falls Community Council
present this service to our

readers and to the restaurant own-
ers and workers in our community.

Please visit www.eastfalls com-
munity.org for the latest informa-
tion. We’ll update this alphabetical
guide regularly. For questions or to
change or add information, please
email us at info@eastfallscommuni
ty.org.

We’ll also carry this guide in the
EFCC’s weekly emails. If you don’t
get them, send your email address
to the same address, info@east
fallscommunity.org.

At this time restaurants are per-
mitted to operate for outdoor seat-
ing only with limits of four people
of the same household at a table,
and to do deliveries and take-out if
orders are called-in or submitted
on-line ahead of pick-up.  Alcohol
can be served at tables, but seating
or standing at bars is not permit-
ted.  Masks must be worn while
entering and exiting the premises.

4th Street Famous Cookies, 4177
Ridge Ave., 215-625-9870 or
www.famouscookies.com; order 8
am to 3 pm Mon. to Thurs., 8:30
am to 1 pm Fri.; Grub Hub. 

Apollo’s Pizza, 3542 Conrad St.,
215-842-0178; take-out 11:30 am to
8:30 pm daily. 

Black Squirrel, 3749 Midvale
Ave.; plans to open as soon as
allowed with an English pub-style
menu.

Cranky Joes, 3501 Indian Queen
Ln., 215-844-5626; 12 noon to 6
pm, call for take-out food and beer.

East Falls Deli, Conrad and
Tilden Sts.; 267-297-5746; order
online at www.fallsdeliphilly.com;
takeout and delivery; 7 am to 3
pm, Mon. to Tues.; 7 am to 6 pm,
Wed. to Fri.; 7 am to 3 pm, Sat.
and Sun.

East Falls Farmers Market,
under the Twin Bridges between
Kelly Dr. and Ridge Ave., 10 am to
2 pm Sat.

Fiorino, 3572 Indian Queen Ln.,
215-843-1500 or 877-585-1085;
take out 12 noon to 8:30 pm Tues.
through Sun.; sidewalk table ser-
vice if weather permits.

Foghorn Fried Chicken, 4213
Ridge Ave; 267-335-3061; order
online: www. foghornphilly.com
take-out and delivery 12 noon to 8
pm daily.

Founded Coffee and Pizza, 3300
Henry Ave., 267-900-5338; order
online at www.foundedpizza.com;
take-out and delivery 10 am to 9
pm daily.  Full pizza, sandwich,
salad and platter menu.

Franklins, 3259 Cresson St.,
267-336-7420, google franklins east
falls; take-out limited menu and
beer. Wed. to Sun., 12 noon to 9
pm.

Frank’s Pizza, 3600 Fisk Ave.,
215-848-6433; order online at
www.frankspizzaeastfalls.com;
take-out and delivery; Grub Hub;
pizza, steaks, hoagies, salads and
platters; 11 am to 10 pm Mon. to
Thurs., 11 am to 10:30 pm Fri. and
Sat., 11 am to 9:30 pm Sun.

Golden Crust Pizza, 3732 Mid-
vale Ave.; 215-848-4400; order
online at  www.goldencrustpizzai-
ii.com; pickup and delivery; full
pizza, sandwich, salad and platter
menu, daily except Sunday.

In Riva, 4116 Ridge Ave., 215-
438-4848; order online at www.in-
riva.com; take-out, curb-side
service and delivery; opentable;
specials: ½ off draft beers, pizzas
and specialty cocktails, and $5
house wines; 12 noon to 8 pm dai-
ly.

LeBus, 4201 Ridge Ave., 484-
255-2100; order online at
www.lebuseastfalls.com;
Opentable; sidewalk table service,
takeout and delivery; 11 am to 9
pm Mon. through Fri., closed on
Tues., 9 am to 9 pm Sat. and Sun.

Majors, 4207 Ridge Ave., 215-
848-0848, grocery and sandwiches
9 am to 8 pm Mon. to Sat.; closed
Sun.

Murphy’s Irish Saloon, 3333
Conrad St., 215-844-9683; sidewalk
table service weather permitting
and take-out 4 to 8 pm, Thur. to
Sun.

Nou Vaux Market, 3539 Vaux
St., corner of Tilden and Vaux Sts.,
215-438-7600; 8 am to 8 pm Mon.
to Fri., 8 am to 6 pm Sat. and
Sun.; local meats, Marchiano’s
breads, vegan and gluten-free
products, dairy, pet needs, lottery,
seasonal plants, tools and soil.

Shan Chuan, 4211 Ridge Ave.,
215-844-7889, shanchuaneast
falls.com; take out 11:30 am to 10
pm Mon. to Thurs., 11:30 am to 11
pm Fri. and Sat., 12 noon to 
10 pm, Sun 12 noon to 10 pm.

Side of the Road Jerk Chicken,
3502 Scotts Ln., Bldg. 21 in Sher-
man Mills, 267-297-7286 for take-
out and delivery; 12 noon to 8 pm
Tues. to Sat., 12 noon to 6 pm Sun.

Slices Pizza, 4249 Ridge Ave.,
215-843-4747; take-out and deliv-
ery; 11 am to 11 pm Sun. to Wed.,
11 am to 12 midnight Thurs. to
Sat.

Terron vegan restaurant, 3426
Conrad St., 215-716-7111, order at
www.terronkitchen.com; take-out
curb-side service; free local lunch
delivery and delivery via Grubhub
and Doordash; 11 am to 2 pm and
5 to 9 pm Mon. to Fri., Sat. brunch
9 am to 2 pm, dinner 5 to 9 pm,
Sun. brunch 10 am to 3 pm, dinner
5 to 9 pm.

Thunder Mug, 4233 Ridge Ave.,
267-766-6950; take out only; call to
order ahead or on-line at
www.thundermugcafe.square.site
for coffee and pastries; 8 am to 3
pm daily.

Trolley Car Cafe, 3269 S. Ferry
Rd. under the Twin Bridges, 267-
385-6703; trolleycarcafe.com; out-
door table service, take-out and
delivery, Uber Eats and Grub Hub;
9 am to 3 pm daily.

Vault + Vine, 3507 Midvale
Ave., 267-331-6292, cafe@vaultand-
vine.co; café open for bagged coffee,
drink and pastry curbside pick-up
8 am to 3 pm daily; plant shop
open Thurs. to Sat. for delivery,
hello@valutandvine.co.   

Wissahickon Brewery, 3705 W.
School House Ln., 215-483-8833 or
order online at  www.wissahickon-
brew.com; take-out and delivery of
beer, snacks and doggy treats; 12
noon to 7 pm daily.

Pleaseconsidergivingtothisgo-
fund-mesitetoassistemployeesof
restaurantsandbarsinEastFalls
whohavebeenimpactedbythecoro-
naviruspandemic:www.gofundme
.com/f/support-east-falls-restau
rant-and-bar-workers

Also open in East Falls:

RG Group, quality printed sports-
wear, 877-549-7712 or ronangill.com

East Falls Eye Associates, Dr. Jesse
Jones, 4189 Ridge Ave., 215-844-2406

SoLi Fitness, Derrick Johnson, 267-
971-2943

East Falls Family Dentistry, Dr.
Hyosun Christine Kim, 3722 Midvale
Ave., 215-849-1826

Midvale Auto, 3629 Midvale Ave.,
215-843-1533

F.X. Duffy & Co., CPAs, 4265 Kelly
Dr., 215-438-8400

Connie Gillespie,

Elfant Wissahickon Realtors,
215-805-0696

Rutabaga, toy lending library and
gathering space, 3426 Conrad St.,
www.rutabagatoylibrary.com

Many thanks to all of our East Falls NOW adver-
tisers. They make is possible for us to print the

only non-profit news publication delivered to every
home in our community. We also distribute EF
NOW to 115 public locations, including offices,

stores, restaurants, apartment houses, the Falls
Library, SEPTA stations and Jefferson University.

Aikido Martial Arts • Ameriprise Financial 

Apollo’s Pizza • Connie Gillespie and

Elfant Wissahickon Realtors • Church of the Good

Shephard • Dr. Leaks and Alex Keating • East Falls

Eye Associates and Dr. Jesse Jones • East Falls
Family Dentistry and Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim

East Falls Farmers Market • East Falls Historical

Society • East Falls Sports Association • East Falls

Village • Frank’s Pizza on Dobson St. • FX Duffy &

Co., CPAs and Kevin Duffy • Friends of the Falls

Free Library • Hickory Pointe Financial Group

Jefferson University • Longsword Summer

Course • McIlvaine Funeral Home • Midvale Ave.

Auto Service • Nou Vaux Market • Old Academy

Players • Soli Fitness  • Trolley Car Café • William

Penn Charter School • Wissahickon Brewery

To join this distinguished team,
email ads@eastfallsnow.com.

Join the East Falls Community Council and East Falls
NOW for a Holiday Happy Hour, by Zoom, of course.
We’ll meet at 7 pm Monday, December 10. A link to
be posted shortly on www.eastfallscommunity.org.
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JEFFERSON.EDU/POSSIBLE

Explore where the natural world  
meets the social world.

Scan this QR code with 
your phone's camera to 
watch what's possible.


