
by John T. Gillespie

T
wo speed traps, orga-
nized by the Philadelphia
Police Department’s traf-

fic division and deploying a
fleet of patrol cars and radar
operated by PA state troop-
ers, snared 52 speeders on
Kelly Dr. on Tues., July 13,
and another 44 on Tues., July
20.

The pair of four-hour
enforcement actions sought by
East Falls Town Watch
revealed just how extensive
the problem of unchecked
speeding is on major Philadel-
phia roadways.  The test is
whether such enforcement
procedures will become stan-
dard and not just a temporary
bow to public sentiment by an
overstretched police force.

Police Capt. Gregory Riley,
Chief of Traffic, said he
planned to do “more of these
enforcements along Kelly Dr.

and other high-crash road-
ways in the future.”  The
speed traps were operated
between 2 pm and 6 pm both
days.

Kelly Dr. is part of the
city’s high-risk road network.
It has a posted speed limit of
35 miles per hour, but drivers
have a 10 mph grace cushion
before they are subject to a
violation.  According to the
City’s Streets Department,
the average speed on Kelly
Dr. among the 25,000 cars
that travel it daily is 54.8
mph.

Compounding the problem
is congestion, aggravated by
the closing of Martin Luther
King Dr. during the pandem-
ic.  MLK Dr. will reopen to
weekday traffic at 5 pm Wed.,
Aug. 4.  

Speed enforcement along
Kelly is sporadic and rarely
includes more than occasional
electronic pulsing signs and

E
ast Falls NOW’s friends
at the Falls of Schuylkill
library report that work

is underway on the new heat-
ing system for the building,
and that installation might be
completed as early as the
beginning of August.

In the meantime, until an
opening date is established,
the library’s staff has arranged
for materials to be picked up
during limited hours on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday by
appointment.  The hours are
from 10 am to 12 noon and
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

The staff can be reached at
215-685-9290 at the library,
3501 Midvale Ave. at the cor-
ner of Midvale Ave. and War-
den Dr.  

The library’s outdoor drop
box is available 24/7 in front of
the building on the corner of
Warden Dr. and Calumet St. 

Once an opening date is
identified, it will be posted in
East Falls NOW, in the weekly
emails of the East Falls Com-
munity Council (EFCC) and on
the website of the Friends of
the Falls of Schuylkill Library,
www.eastfallslibraryfriends.or
g.  If you don’t receive the
EFCC’s weekly newsletter,
send your email address to
info@eastfallscommunity.org.

Martha Fuller, President of
the Friends of the Falls of
Schuylkill Library, said that
the Friends and the staff
appreciate the efforts by com-
munity residents to advocate
with city officials for the heat-
ing and air conditioning work
being done in the building.  

“When I spoke with Drew
Birden, our Branch Librarian,
he told me how happy the staff
was to be back in their build-
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Kelly Dr. radar trap

snares 96 speeders

in just eight hours

Radar equipment operated by state troopers resulted in tickets for speeding violations to 96 drivers in just eight hours. 

by John T. Gillespie

J
ulie Camburn, who
chronicled the lives and
events of East Falls resi-

dents as founder, publisher
and editor of the monthy
newspaper The Fallser, died
July 18 following a lengthy
battle with Alzheimers.  She
was 79. 

For 23 years, working from
her home on Fox St., Ms.
Camburn collected and edited
the articles and columns that
told the story of this riverside
community 20 minutes from
downtown Philadelphia. 

In addition to zoning issues,
traffic problems and neigh-
borhood features, she wel-
comed columns on history,
cooking and nature that cap-
tured the culture and civic
pride of the community.

Between 1991 and 2014,
when its last issues was pub-
lished, The Fallser was the
mouthpiece for the neighbor-
hood.  After a brief but unsuc-
cessful attempt to save the
paper and its name, the
Fallser was succeeded in 2017
by East Falls NOW.  Many of
the columns and editorial fea-
tures that Ms. Camburn orig-
inated still exist.

Ms. Camburn also was
instrumental in the founding
in 2011 of East Falls Village
(EFV), the virtual retirement
community that aims to keep
people in their homes as they

age. 
Her journalism, graphic,

and marketing skills were
vital as the fledging organiza-
tion moved from the planning
stage to a viable organization.
She designed printed materi-
als and gave the Village a
monthly column. With the
help of her son, Peter, she set
up the website for EFV and
chaired the committee that
hired a graphic designer to
create a logo and templates
for the Weekly Update and its
quarterly Village Voices.

Ms. Camburn is survived by
her husband of 49 years,
Robert, sons Christopher
(Rita), Peter (Hannah) and
daughter Devaney, grandchil-
dren Jordon and Colton,
brother Joel McKeon, several

cousins, nieces and a nephew.
Ms. Camburn graduated

from Little Flower High
School and Immaculata Uni-
versity and attended gradu-
ate school at Temple, where
she met her husband.  She
taught music in Philadel-
phia’s public schools for 15
years and directed the hand-
bell choirs of the Green Lane
United Methodist Church in
Roxborough.  In 1981 she
opened About Face Typeset-
ting.

According to her wishes,
her body was donated to the
University of Pennsylvania’s
School of Medicine for the
training of future physicians
and scientists.  A memorial
service will be held at St.
Bridget Church in the fall.

Julie Camburn, Fallser publisher, dies at 79

T
he City has announced
the reopening of Martin
Luther King Dr. to car

traffic on weekdays starting
at 5 pm Wednesday, August 4
-- ending an oasis for walkers,
joggers and bikers created in
March 2020 during the
COVID-19 shut-down.

The road will remain closed
to cars on Saturdays and Sun-
days through November, as it
has been for more than 20
years.

Weekday traffic, however,
will resume on a repaved and
reconfigured roadway, with
one lane in each direction in
certain sections.

The decision follows months
of debate between cycling and
environment advocates who
wanted MLK Dr. to remain
closed permanently and other
representatives of nearby
communities who said the
drive needs to reopen to
relieve vehicle congestion on

surrounding roads. 
City officials hope that the

one-lane layout will reduce
vehicle speeds and the num-
ber of crashes on the drive.

MLK Dr. carried some
20,000 vehicles a day before
the COVID-19 pandemic,
according to City officials.
They said they are consider-
ing adding long weekends
and holidays to the closure
dates starting in September
2022. 

City to reopen MLK Dr. Wed., Aug. 4

Falls Library work nearly completed;

order books, materials by phone now

Julie Camburn published The Fallser from 1991 to 2014.



O
ver the course of the sum-
mer, the East Falls Devel-
opment Corporation

(EFDC) has been busy - a new
River Landing, a new website,
and a new mobile application to
support our local businesses.
And that means new ways to get
involved right here in East Falls.

After years of careful and com-
munity-driven planning, last
month the Development Corpo-
ration broke ground on a brand
new public access point to the
Schuylkill River for fishing, non-
motorized boating, and birding --
all thanks to generous partner-
ships with Philadelphia Parks &
Recreation, the William Penn
Foundation, the PA Fish and
Boat Commission, Schuylkill
River Greenways, the Mid-
Atlantic Audubon Society and
the Delaware Valley Ornithologi-
cal Club.

Visit the 4400 block of Kelly

Dr., just upstream from the East
Falls Bridge, to see what will be
an ADA-compliant six-foot-wide
concrete pathway from the top of

the bank at the Schuylkill River
Trail down to the water's edge.
Interpretive and wayfinding

signs will provide boating safety
and River Trail information, tell
the story of East Falls, and
explore how the river fits into
and supports our larger ecosys-
tem.

Construction will take only a
few weeks, but this new public
facility is just the beginning.
EFDC already has worked with
Thomas Jefferson University
students to design an innovative
two-stage system to remove
waste from the river. Additional-
ly, we will continue to partner
with the new East Falls River
Landing Friends Group to plan
education and stewardship
opportunities. Join us by email-
ing efrlfg@gmail.com or
michelle.feldman@eastfallspa.co
m and follow along with the lat-
est news at facebook.com/
EFRLFG.

While the River Landing is a
great way to get involved and
active offline, EFDC has two new
opportunities to get involved

online. In July, we launched our
new website -- www.discov
ereastfalls.org. We designed this
site to be a community tool and
hub for residents and businesses

alike. Check it out, then tell us
what additional information
you’d like to see.

This month, EFDC also proud-
ly partnered with the new
mobile application Rallie
(www.letsrallie.com) on a pilot to
help market and promote things
to do while in East Falls. App

users will be able to see real-
time information about events,
deals, and more. Imagine you’re
in East Falls with time to spare.
How would you find out what’s
happening at that very moment?
Rallie eliminates hours of plan-
ning and enables users to
‘unthink’ the day! We hope
you’ll download the app. It’s free
for users, and no-cost to East
Falls businesses until January
of 2022!

As the summer turns to fall,
we’ll have more news to share
and ways to join us in making
East Falls an even better place
to live, work and play. In the
meantime, we’d love to hear
from you! Have ideas and want
to get involved with EFDC?
Send us a note at michelle.feld
man@eastfallspa.com, and follow
along on our new website at dis
covereastfalls.org or on Insta-
gram (instagram.com
/DiscoverEastFalls) and Face-
book (facebook.com/EFDCorp.)
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EFDC introduces new website; river landing site underway

V
isit the East Falls NOW
August Restaurant and
Business Guide on Page 10.

We’ll do our best to keep it up to
date on our website and in the
weekly emails from the East
Falls Community Council.  If you
don’t get those emails, send your
email address to info@east-
fallscommunity.org.

The East Falls Farmers Market
continues every Saturday under
the Twin Bridges with its sum-
mer hours, 10 am to 2 pm.

3 Tuesday

5 to 7 pm: National Night Out at
EFTW office -- pretzels, water ice
and an EF fire engine for kids by
kids of all ages, and free beer

samples from Wissahickon Brew-
ery for adults of all ages (Pg. 6)

4 Wednesday

5 pm: MLK Dr. reopens to vehi-
cles on weekdays (Pg. 1)

7 Saturday

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farm-
ers Market under the Twin
Bridges

10 Tuesday

7 pm: EF Town Watch monthly
meeting. (Pg. 6)

14 Saturday

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farm-
ers Market under the Twin
Bridges

17 Tuesday

6 pm: EF Town Watch teleconfer-
ence with 39th District Police
Service Area 1 officers (Pg. 6)

18 Wednesday

8 pm: Movie Raya and the Last

Dragon at Inn Yard Park (Pg. 5)

19 Thursday

6 pm: East Falls Beer Garden
under the Twin Bridges (Pg. 2)

21 Saturday

9 am to 12 noon: EF Town
Watch monthly “Litter Crew
Ahead” clean-up.  (Pg. 6)

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farm-
ers Market under the Twin

Bridges

23 Monday

6 pm: EF Town Watch teleconfer-
ence with 39th Police District
Captain. (Pg. 6)

26 Thursday

6 pm: Summer Jazz Series at Inn
Yard Park (Pg. 5)

28 Saturday

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farm-
ers Market under the Twin
Bridges

29 Sunday

12 noon: Open mic McMichael
Park (Pg. 9)

Your August 2021 East Falls NOW Calendar

EF Beer Garden set
for Thurs., Aug. 19

T
he East Falls Beer Gar-
den returns on Thursday,
Aug. 19 with fun for

everyone under the Twin
Bridges parking lot, 4000
Ridge Ave.

Music, food, beer and other
drinks, carnival games and
vendors start at 6 pm.

Wellness fair 
set for Sept. 18

E
ast falls residents are
invited to join the EF
Development Corp.,

Thundermug Café and the
Friends of Inn Yard Park for a
wellness fair on Saturday,
Sept. 18 at Inn Yard Park,
4200 Ridge Ave.

The festivities will start with
fitness classes at 8 am, followed
by discussions with local health
and wellness businesspersons
from 10 am to 2 pm.

Have questions, interested in
vending, or want to volunteer?
Email michelle.feldman@east-
fallspa.com.

by Michelle Feldman



A
t the beginning of this
year, I announced that I
anticipated being

appointed as minority chair of
a House standing committee.

Appointments are made
based on seniority, and it was
indeed astounding that after
five terms I had achieved that
seniority.  By comparison, my
predecessor served for 18
years and did not achieve that
seniority. 

My appointment was to the
Children & Youth Committee,
a committee I had the opportu-
nity to serve on from 2015 to
2018.

As minority chair, I have
established a good working
relationship with the majority
chair and offer input regularly
to the topics that I believe the
committee should address.  

Those topics include Adverse
Childhood Experiences
(ACEs); a review of the mental
health resources available in
the child welfare system; and
refining the definition of child
abuse. 

ACEs have a tremendous

impact on future violence vic-
timization and perpetration,
and lifelong health and oppor-
tunity.  They potentially are
traumatic events that occur in
childhood between birth and
17 years of age.  Our policy
ideally should consider the

benefits of trauma-informed
care, and we should not be
supporting policy that can
exacerbate ACEs.

I believe it would be inter-
esting to have Children &
Youth Committee members
take the ACEs quiz and,
indeed, it would be an enlight-
ening experience for the entire
House to take this quiz.

As a result of my recommen-
dation, the committee has

scheduled an informational
hearing in early December on
this topic.

Another recommendation I
offered was to hold an infor-
mational session on children
in the child welfare system
and the mental health
resources available to them.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
impacted all of us, and it
would be interesting to hear of
its impact specifically on the
children in the child welfare
system and those responsible
for ensuring that system is
functioning, specifically as it
relates to mental health
access.

As we come out of this pan-
demic what are the lessons

learned, and what additional
safeguards do we need to put
in place?

This informational session
that will take place on August
25 will focus on the broader
topic of mental health services
and the public school system.
This meeting is a joint event
between the Education and
Children & Youth Commit-
tees, and we will focus on the
projected mental health needs
of public school students, how
schools identify and assist a
student with mental health
needs, and how those services
are funded. 

An additional focus will be
on where schools have seen
success in meeting students’

mental health needs and on
any barriers and challenges
that remain. 

My third recommendation is
for the committee to under-
stand the benefits of refining
the definition of child abuse.

During a meeting with a
well-respected policy and advo-
cacy organization, it was sug-
gested that abuse due to
poverty versus abuse due to
neglect should be differentiat-
ed.  For example, if a parent is
working multiple jobs and is
barely scraping by (because,
you know, we do not ensure a
living/sustainable wage) and
that parents cannot afford to
keep the heat on sufficiently,
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Volunteer powered, the East Falls Community Council represents
the interests of the people of East Falls. We improve our 
quality of life through the work of our Zoning and Traffic 

committees, and by supporting:

EF Town Watch  •  Friends of Mifflin  

•  Falls of Schuylkill Library  •  EF Village  •  Grants

EF Tree Tenders  •  EF Sports Association  

•  EF Historical Society  •  McMichael Park 

Inn Yard Park  •  EF Community Garden  

•  Solarize East Falls  •  EF Dog Park, coming soon

Mifflin Arboretum Clean-up  •  EF Flea Market

Fallser Fest  •  Holiday Sing  •  EF House Tour

We also sponsor events that improve and 
bring together our community:

Use a credit card or PayPal online at www.eastfallscommunity.org or mail a check to:

EFCC, PO Box 12672, Philadelphia, PA 19129

O
ne of the most impor-
tant ways I serve in
the Pennsylvania legis-

lature is as chairwoman of the
Subcommittee on Women and
Girls of Color for the Pennsyl-
vania Legislative Black Cau-
cus (PLBC.)

The PLBC was founded in
1973 to serve as an informa-
tion and advocacy vehicle to
advance the interests of
African American, Latino, and
other people of color in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia.

But on the subcommittee,
we discuss all topics and
issues that affect women and
girls of color in the state and
beyond.  It is a very impor-
tant time in our state’s histo-
ry, and it is important for us
to keep our finger on the
pulse of issues such as mater-
nal health, incarceration,
minimum wage increase and
front-line worker hazard pay.

Some bills that have been
introduced by our members
provide for:

• Dignity for incarcerated

women, by prohibiting shack-
ling and solitary confinement
of pregnant women and full
body searches of females by
male guards; training of cor-
rections officers interacting
with pregnant and postpar-
tum women; up to three days
of post-delivery bonding time
with newborns; adequate visi-
tation with minor children;
appropriate amount of free
feminine hygiene products;
limited coverage of cost to
transport individuals to a safe
location upon release and free
phone calls and emails
monthly to each of their chil-
dren.

• Maternal mortality and
expansion for postpartum
health, as there is an alarm-
ing increase in pregnancy-
related deaths, with black
women bearing a dispropor-
tionate burden at a rate more
than double the state-wide
average.  The secretary of the
Department of Human Ser-
vices would be required to
apply for a waiver to extend
Medicaid coverage for preg-

nancy-related and postpartum
medical assistance for up to
an additional 10 months.

• Resolving implicit bias in
health care by ensuring
health care providers provide
inclusive care, requiring all
health-related boards within
the Department of State to
complete implicit bias train-

ing as part of each profes-
sion’s continuing education
requirements so health care
providers grow to acknowl-
edge, nurture and honor the
differences among us and our
health.

• Equal pay for women
when they accomplish the
same tasks and perform the
same jobs, yet are not com-

pensated the same as their
male counterparts.  Women
now officially outnumber men
in workplaces across the
nation, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor’s
Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Women hold 50.04 percent of
all available positions as of
2020.

I am one of 61 female legis-
lators in the PA House of
Representatives, but only one
of 10 of color.  There are 14
women in the PA Senate, but
none are women of color.  We
are hopeful that Black and
brown women will continue to
seek opportunities to repre-
sent their neighborhoods and
communities.

On Saturday, July 17, the
Philadelphia Chapter of the
NAACP (founded in 1912)
elected Catherine Hicks as its
new president, only the sec-
ond women to lead this orga-
nization.  This mother and
grandmother has worked in
public relations and market-
ing for more than 20 years.
She is doing it all, like so

many Black women around
her and across our city, state
and country.

This is a proud moment for
women of color, and we need
to rejoice in it but also not
take our eye off the ball.  His-
torically, women leaders are
strategic, driven and respect-
ed in so many ways.  Scores of
local and national elections
are won when African Ameri-
can women get out to vote.
They are savvy, knowledge-
able and ready to fight for all
that is important for our com-
munities.

What does that say to so
many young ladies who are
feeling hopeless?  It says we
have proven time and again
our strength and our power,
and now is the time to come
and support and be heard.

Women will always work to
make strides on quality edu-
cation, jobs and health care --
all important to our families
and all families across the
commonwealth. 

Rep. Parker can be reached
at www.repdarsiha.com.

St. Rep. Parker outlines major issues for women

DeLissio seeks to ‘refine’ definition of child abuse
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Darisha

by St. Rep. Darisha Parker 
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by Wendy Moody

for the EF Historical Society

I
n May 2020, during the
darkest days of the pan-
demic, a unique acquisi-

tion came our way via the
Friends of Falls of Schuylkill
Library. 

North Carolina resident
Tommy Taylor contacted
Margaret Sadler, then Presi-
dent of the Friends, offering
a penned chronicle of the
Sorber family, beginning
with Mr. Taylor’s second
great-grandfather, Falls resi-
dent Joseph Sorber. 

Although the document’s
author is unknown, it is pos-
sibly Bernard Dowdall,
whose history of the Falls
included research on the Sor-
bers.

Why donate this to the
Friends?  Because the jour-
nal contained some old
library records.  

The library board, with Mr.
Taylor’s approval, decided a
more appropriate recipient
was the East Falls Historical
Society (EFHS,) which can
keep the journal archivally
protected and accessible to
researchers.  The EFHS
thanks the Friends for this
decision as we add this spe-
cial document to our collec-
tion.  The transfer marks a
fine example of cooperation
between two East Falls orga-
nizations

Mr. Taylor explained the
journal had been found
among his aunt’s papers.
And how lucky it wasn’t
overlooked!  It measures just
three by five inches.  Penned
in calligraphy, it has loose
pages, perhaps some missing
ones, but absorbing content.  

It contained two sections: 
1) A Financial Log from the

Schuylkill Falls Library
Association, instituted Feb.
22, 1844, and handwritten by
Joseph Sorber, its treasurer.

Why is this intriguing?  The
first lending library in East
Falls opened, as we know, on
June 1, 1901 as a Deposit
Station on the second floor of
the Old Academy.  This jour-
nal indicates a precursor --
perhaps an earlier subscrip-
tion library.  As former
librarian at the Falls Branch
for 25 years, I found this
news fascinating.

The entries are brief.
Examples:

• “Rec’d March 25th 1848
of Jos. Evans, Sec. - Three
dollars and 9 cents.  Dues
collected for the Schuylkill
Falls Library Association.
$3.09.”

• “Rec’d April 29th 1848 of
Jos Evans, Sec.  Five dollars
and 25 cents money collected
for dues & fine due to the
Schuylkill Falls Library
Association $5.25.”

Each entry was signed
“Joseph Sorber, Treas.”    

2) A Chronology of the Sor-
ber Family

As a librarian, I had heard
the Sorber name frequently.
This generational East
Falls/Germantown family
often was mentioned in histo-
ries of East Falls.  The Sor-
bers were fishermen,
carpenters, and pharmacists.
(see entry about Joseph Sor-
ber in East Falls: 300 Years
of History).
Some entries

• The Sorbers date their

ancestors among the first set-
tlers of Germantown.  In
1732, two brothers came
from Sweden.  One brother
tried his fortune in Canada,
but Jacob, the original of the
Sorber family in this vicinity
(East Falls), remained in
Germantown and followed
his trade as a carpenter,
building the first cupola on
the old School House Acade-
my (Germantown Academy.)

• Jos. E. Sorber came to
the Falls in 1803, occupying
a house on the Ridge south of
Queen Ln., now Indian
Queen Ln.)  Joseph built an
addition -- the first grocery
store in the Falls.  Besides
the store, Jos. E. also operat-
ed fisheries on the west side
of the river, which remained
in the family many years.
He also manufactured car-
riages.

• When Joseph E. died
(1827), his sons Jacob and
William continued the car-
riage building, with
William’s two sons assuming
control in 1854 (a "coach" or
carriage factory shows up on
atlases at Ridge Ave. near
Indian Queen Ln. as late as
1895.)

• The wife of Jos. E. Sor-
ber was a midwife and was
widely known for her kind-
ness to the poor.  An inci-
dent is mentioned relating to
a call from the Mifflin family
to attend the wife of the
Governor -- the carriage was
sent and waiting at the door,
but, as she had promised to
attend to a poor woman, the
carriage returned to the
mansion empty.

• The journal also reveals
that Joseph E. Sorber “built
on his property, shortly after
his coming, the first building
used for school purposes in
the Falls.  It was a small
stone building and was
located on… Queen Lane,
just above the junction with
Ridge.” 

As yet, we have not been
able to verify the new infor-
mation about the early his-

tory of Falls of Schuylkill
found in this remarkable
document, nor date it.  But
it is evident that generations
of Sorbers added to the qual-
ity of life in East Falls.  
Visit them at Laurel Hill
Cemetery or online at
(www.findagrave.com/memo
rial/31919346/joseph-e.-sor
er.) 

In the near future, the
journal, in its calligraphied
entirety, along with a print-
ed transcription, will be
available on the EFHS web-
site: www.eastfallshistorical
society.org   

Do you have questions
about East Falls history, or
want to know more?  See our
growing website at eastfall
shistoricalsociety.org, or con-
tact us at eastfallshistory
@gmail.com. And join! You
can do so on our website.

I
t’s safe.  It’s smart.  And it
doesn’t hurt.  Even if you
have a minor reaction, a

vaccination is a whole lot bet-
ter than getting sick with a
case of COVID-19 that could
be deadly.

If you’re not vaccinated
against COVID-19, it’s easy to
get yours now at five East
Falls locations.  It’s fast and
free, and it’s the least you can
do to protect yourself, your
family and your community.

Pharmacies in the Acme at
5927 Ridge Ave., three nearby
Rite Aids -- 3601 Midvale Ave.,
5911 Ridge Ave. and 164 W.
Chelten Ave. -- and the CVS at
3780 Main St. all have the
vaccines.

For more information:
Acme Ridge Ave. -- 215-487-

3419
Rite Aid Midvale Ave. -- 215-

842-2950
Rite Aid Ridge Ave. -- 215-

482-1992
Rite Aid W. Chelten Ave. --

215-438-5167
CVS Main St. – 215-508-

3607
Do the right thing.  Don’t

believe the science-deniers.
The vaccines are tested and
proven.
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LOOKYOUR BESTLOOK
EAST FALLS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

3722-24 Midvale Ave.
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All the way from N. Carolina, a glimpse of EF history

Keep yourself and your family safe:

Get COVID-19 vaccines in East Falls

On June 26, the Sorber journal, barely visible in this photo at three by five inches, was officially transferred from the
Friends of the Falls of Schuylkill Library to the East Falls Historical Society.  From left are EFHS Board members Katy Hine-
line, Marie Filipponi, Wendy Moody, and President Patty Cheek, who is receiving the document from, Margaret Sadler, former
President of the Friends of the Falls of Schuylkill Library, and Martha Fuller, current President.



S
ummer is the peak time
for pollinators.  Last
month I wrote about our

native bees.  I’m going to con-
tinue with that theme, but
this month, I’m going to focus
on a less well-known group of
pollinators -- the hover flies, or
flower flies.

Yes, flies can be pollinators,
too, and they are thought to
cover about one third of all
pollination.  While they don’t
have the pollen carrying
capacity that many bees have,
they still are good pollinators

and make up for lack of spe-
cialized pollen structures by
their frequency of flower visits. 

Flower flies are fairly com-
mon in our area, but you
might not have noticed them
before. Some of the most com-
mon species, such as those in
the genus Toxomerus (also
called calligrapher flies) can be
tiny and you’ll have to really
look for them.  Others, you
might have mistaken for bees
and wasps since they often
have the yellow and

black/brown coloration typical
of this group of insects.

Some flower flies not only
look like bees and wasps, but
even act like them, too.  By
mimicking stinging insects,
these flower flies, which can-
not bite or sting, can get a lev-
el of protection from predators. 
30 species locally

More than 30 species of
flower flies have been pho-
tographed in Philly on iNatu-
ralist and more than 300
species are known from the
northeastern US.  I suspect
that there are many more
species we can find in Philly.
We just have to look for them.

Many flower flies are
experts at hovering.  You can
see them hover over the same
spot for a while and then
quickly take off to their next
flower.  Many of them lack the
specialized mouthparts, or pro-
boscis of bees and butterflies,
so they prefer to get nectar
from and pollinate more open
flowers rather than tubular
ones. They also seem to prefer
white and yellow flowers, but
these are not hard and fast
rules. 

While adults are flower visi-
tors feeding on nectar and
pollen, the feeding habits of
their larvae are diverse.  Some
are aquatic, living in ponds or
other stagnant water, and
they play an important role in
recycling the water.  Others,

like those in the genus Syritta,
feed on organic matter, help-
ing turn your food scraps and
dried leaves into compost.

Yet others, and perhaps
most important to those who
like gardening, are predatory.
Their larvae feed on aphids
and scale insects.  If you pro-
vide the right habitat for these
flies and don’t use pesticides,
you’ll often find their almost
caterpillar-like larvae munch-
ing away on aphids and other
small garden pests and provid-
ing excellent biological pest
control. 

Flower flies are fascinating
insects and highly beneficial to

humans.  How many other
insects pollinate as adults and
provide pest control or aid in
composting as larvae and don’t
bite, sting or cause diseases?

So, give these flies another
look -- you might have to look
closely, as some can be very
small -- and see how many
species you can spot in your
garden or around the neigh-
borhood. 
Bird illness

Before I end this article, a
quick tangent.  A mystery ill-
ness is affecting birds in the
region and experts are asking
people to stop feeding the
birds until more is known

about the cause.
This is to prevent the spread

of whatever might be causing
this illness.  Think of it as
social distancing for the birds.

It’s been hard for me to not
feed the birds, but it’ll give
researchers time to figure out
what is going on.  I have my
fingers crossed that there will
be some resolution to this
soon, maybe even by the time
this goes to print.  If there is,
EF NOW will post it in the
weekly emails of the East
Falls Community Council.  If
you don’t receive these, please
send your email address to
info@eastfallscommunity.org.

Navin 
on Nature

by Navin Sasikumar
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Flower flies: busy, but

lesser-known pollinators

by Sue Park

I
nn Yard Park’s return from
a difficult year of quaran-
tine and isolation will take

the form of neighborhood out-
door entertainment on
Wednesday, Aug. 18 at 8 pm,
sponsored by the Friend of Inn
Yard Park (FIYP.)

FIYP will join with the Fair-
mount Pak Conservancy and
Philadelphia Department of
Parks & Recreation for a
screening of Raya and the Last
Dragon under the stars.  Bring
a chair or blanket and enjoy
refreshments provided by
FIYP.

The Inn Yard Park festivi-
ties will continue on Thursday,

Aug. 26 at 6 pm when the
Summer Jazz Series sponsored
by 4th District Councilmember
Curtis Jones, Jr. makes an
appearance.  The concert will
feature the Philadelphia
arranger, composer and saxo-
phonist Jack Saint Clair, who
will present a tribute to the
late “Mr. Jazz” Jeff Duperon.
Mr. Duperon, who lost his bat-
tle with cancer on June 17,
2019, was a jazz disc jockey on
WRTI-FM who championed
many jazz artists. 

John J. Sheehan, 
Navy veteran

John J Sheehan Sr., hus-
band of Ellen (nee Kelly), died
on July 8.  He was 86.

Mr. Sheehan was a certified
public accountant and a veter-
an of the US Navy.  He was a
member of the St. Joseph’s
Prep Class of 1952 and gradu-
ated from St. Joseph’s College
in 1956.  He worked as a CPA
for the City Controller’s office
for 28 years.

He is survived, in addition
to his wife, by children Ann

Marie Matekovic (John), John
J. Jr. (Christy) and Ellyn Tay-
lor (Charles), grandchildren
Katelyn and Laura Matekovic,
Casey and Megan Sheehan
and Charles Kelley and
Joseph Taylor.  He also is sur-
vived by his sister, Sr. Kath-
leen Sheehan SSJ, his brother
Rev. Joseph A. Sheehan, and
many nieces and nephews.

Charles F. DiCicco
Charles F. DiCicco died on

June 27, the husband of Rita
(nee Starbek) and father of

Carrie Bannon (Bill) and
Charles F. Jr.  Mr. DiCicco
also is survived by his father,
Francis, grandchildren Emma,
Ava and Alexis, and his broth-
ers, Patrick (Kathy), Franscis
(Sherry) and nieces, nephews
and cousins.

Mr. DiCicco was preceded in
death by his mother, Frances
(nee Badame.)   

Eugene J. Veneziale
Eugene (Gene) J. Veneziale,

long involved in commercial

We mourn the loss of:

Movie and music 

return to Inn Yard Park

Left, the caterpillar-looking thing (but not called a caterpillar) is the larva of a flower fly.  Right, the adult is an Eastern
Calligrapher fly, fairly common in our area, although there are a few look-alikes.  All are good and beneficial. 

(Continued on page 11)



T
he photos tell it all -- the
ongoing effort by East
Falls Town Watch to

combat the work of graffiti
vandals and to clean up the
streets of our community.  

Last month’s every-third-
Saturday of the month Litter
Crew Ahead event took place
on July 17, and saw some 20
people turn out to sweep and
pick up trash in the area of
Calumet St. and Ridge
Ave./Kelly Dr. Mary Jane Ful-
lam, EFTW President,
thanked the Fallsers who par-
ticipated, saying that their
strong turnout collected
dozens of bags of refuse. 
Aug. 21 Clean-up

Fullam said the August
effort will take place from 10
am to 12 noon Saturday, Aug.
21, starting at Henry Ave. and
W. Coulter St. on the corner of
McMichael Park, and will
move outward from there.
Ample parking should be
available along the Coulter St.
side of the park.

The event will include the
participation of first-year
Thomas Jefferson University
students taking part in the
schools’ PLUNGE community
engagement day.

Taking part in the July 17
EFTW clean-up were Mike
Mergen; Nicole Quartuccio;
Jessica Izaguirre; Sara Sabati-
no; Madelyn Koch; Chris
Hochstuhl; Peggy Gertz;
Andrea Sunderland; Kyra
Schwartz; Natasa and Vanja
Borcanin;  Monica and Cory
Czuczman; Aly Gormley; Car-
la, Olivia, Joe, and Lucy
Lewandowski; and Chris
Bahls.  
National Night Out

EFTW’s participation in the
annual community National
Night Out will take place from
5 to 7 pm Tuesday, Aug. 3, on
the lawn in front of the TW
office.

Everyone and their children
should feel free to join this
water ice and soft mustard
pretzel gathering.  Kids of all

ages can climb on a Fire
Engine 35, courtesy of the men
and women from the East
Falls firehouse, while the rest
of us chat with elected officials
and police officers from the
39th District.

Wissahickon Brewery will
offer free samples of its brews.
Homicide at Alden Park

Police from the 39th District
confirmed to EFTW that they
are investigating a homicide
shooting that was reported on
July 17 on the grounds of the
Alden Park Apartments at
5500 Wissahickon Ave.  Police
said that it appears that the
shooting was the result of a
targeted effort in a dispute
over drugs. 

The complete August EFTW
calendar:

• Tues., Aug 3, 5 to 7 pm -
- National Night Out, TW
office, 3540 Indian Queen Ln.; 

• Thurs., Aug. 12, 7 pm --
Monthly EF Town Watch
meeting, Carfax Bldg., 3540
Indian Queen Ln.

• Tues., Aug. 17, 6 pm --
Monthly teleconference with
39th District Police officials
from Police Service Area 1,
dial 605-303-5071, code
946071#.  

• Sat., Aug. 21, 10 am to
12 pm -- Monthly Litter Crew
Ahead community clean-up;
meet at McMichael Park, Hen-
ry Ave. and W. Coulter St.

• Mon., Aug. 23, 6 pm --
Monthly teleconference with
39th District Police Captain,
dial 605-303-5071, code
946071#.

Reported crimes:
July 1, 1:32 pm
5400 block Wissahickon Ave.
Assault
July 1, 5:14 pm
Midvale Ave. and Kelly Dr.
Motor vehicle theft
July 2, 11:45 am
3200 block Henry Ave.
Theft by fraud
July 2, 3:23 pm
3200 block Henry Ave.
Assault

July 2, 8:58 pm
3400 Midvale Ave.
Assault
July 7, 11:06 am
3600 block Fox St.
Arrest, narcotics and drug 
violation
July 7, 2:50 pm
3300 block Midvale Ave.
Aggravated assault, no 
firearm
July 7, 8:45 pm
3400 block Midvale Ave.
Theft by fraud
July 12, 12:56 pm
5100 Wissahickon Ave.
Motor vehicle theft
July 13, 9:24 pm
2800 block Fox St.
Narcotics/drug law arrest
July 13, 9:56 pm
3500 block Scotts Ln.
Theft from vehicle

July 13, 10:02 am
3700 block Midvale Ave.
Theft from vehicle
July 13, 10:53 am
5100 block Wissahickon Ave.
Theft from vehicle
July 13, 12:46 pm
2900 block School House Ln.
Violation of protection order
July 13, 3:47 pm
3600 block Midvale Ave.
Theft from vehicle
July 14, 4:25 am
Midvale Ave. and East Falls
Station Walk

Theft from vehicle
July 14, 7:50 am
2900 block W. School House
Ln.
Vandalism
July 14, 8:32 am
3300 block Arnold St.
Theft from vehicle
July 14, 9:30 am
2900 block W. School House
Ln.
Vandalism
July 14, 10:31 am
2900 block W. School House 
Ln.
Theft from vehicle
July 14, 11:43 am
3300 block Indian Queen Ln.
Assault, no firearm
July 14, 5:36 pm
5000 block Wissahickon Ave.
Theft 
July 14, 8:33 pm
3400 Block Warden Dr.
Theft from vehicle
July 14, 9:07 pm
3200 block McMichael St.
Assault
July 14, 10:53 am
5500 block Wissahickon Ave.
Assault
July 15, 10:43 am
4000 block Gypsy Ln.
Assault
July 15, 11:32 am
3200 block Defense Terrace
Assault
July 15, 6:01 pm
MLK Dr. and Falls Rd.
Theft from vehicle
July 17, 2:09 am
5500 block Wissahickon Ave.
Homicide on grounds of 
Alden Park Apts., targeted
dispute
July 17, 2:51 am
5500 block Wissahickon Ave.
Assault
For more information, con-

tact the 39th Police District,
215-686-3390.
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Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.
(215) 438 7600

Follow us for the latest specials
F.X.DUFFY & Co.

KEVIN P. DUFFY,

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

And, support us as a member!
Find the membership form on our website, or email.

For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.

eastfallshistoricalsociety.org    And, visit us on Facebook!

Watch our website for details. And look for Zoom 

lectures you might have missed.

Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating

the History of East Falls

COMING IN THE FALL:

A new walking tour: “Falls Village” date tba.

Zoom: East Falls in Historic Maps, Oct 27

215-848-6433
corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.

HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% o� orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 
Sodas. Groceries

Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes. 

Great Pizza Since 1945

Gathering their collection of trash on July 17 are, from left, Vanja and Natasa Borcanin, Sara Sabatino, Madelyn Koch,
Aly Gormley and Chris Hochstuhl.

EF Town Watch continues drive against graffiti, trash

Due to new PA Department of Environment Protection COVID  protocols, residents
must now register for Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events. There are dates
provided to Philadelphia residents for drop-off at Streets’ Sanitation Convenience Cen-
ters between the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Go to the streets dept website in order to
schedule an appointment.

• Saturday, Sept 25th at 22nd St. & York St.

• Saturday, Oct 9th at 3033 South 63rd St.

• Saturday, Nov 6th at 3901 Delaware Ave.

HouseHold Hazardous Waste

Right, Daphne Hanford eradicates the work of graffiti vandals on the I-76 retaining wall while, left, Megan Dunn strikes
a deservedly celebratory pose as she completes graffiti removal along City Ave.  (Photos by Mary Jane Fullam.)

Rounding out the July 17 effort were, from, left, Vanja and Natasha Borcanin, Sara Sabatino, Madalyn Koch and Joe, Olivia
and Lucy Lewandowki and their mother, Carla.

The Litter Crew Ahead team included Jessica Izaguirrie, Nicole Quartuccio. Mike Mergen, Kyra Schwartz and Monica
and Cory Czuczman.

Join the East Falls Town Watch May “Litter

Crew Ahead” community cleanup on 

Saturday, August 21, 10 am to 12 noon.  

Meet at Henry Ave. and W. Coulter St.

Join the 

East Falls 

Community Council

by visiting 

our website at 

www.eastfallscom

munity.org. 

See 

“BECOME A 

MEMBER.”

Dues are 

$10 per year, 

waived upon

request.
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Located in Philadelphia’s 
East Falls Community 
at the corner of 
Ridge and Midvale

We’re serving up an American Home-Style menu with Hand-Crafted Cocktails

#BURGER NIGHT
TUESDAYS

BURGER OF YOUR CHOICE 
WITH FRIES & DRAFT BEER:  $12

Hours:
MON – THURS: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 7:45 pm

FRI: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm
SAT & SUN: 9:30 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm

Follow us on Instagram & Facebook
@LebusEastFalls

St. Rep. DeLissio’s grand niece on the floor of the State House.

Letters to the editor

I thank Mr. Lucci for his
efforts for safety in our East
Falls neighborhood.  His was a
thankless and unappreciated
job. There may have been
countless meetings and plan-
ning for eight years, but who
was listening.?  The deafness
of our political leaders is deaf-
ening. 

I travel through the golf
course curve on Henry Ave.
every day.  Three of the 30
mph signs have been taken
out by sharpshooter drivers.
Eight to go!  The other day, as
I tried to stay around 35mph,
a police car zipped by going
the unchanging 50 mph, a
speed maintained by nearly all
drivers.

Bud Bretschneider
3910 Vaux St.

sensors to warn drivers.
Their effectiveness appears
limited. 

“We can only get those
electronic signs for two weeks
at a time,” explains Riley.
“There are requests for them
all over the city.” 

On July 13 and again on
July 20 Riley stepped up
enforcement and deployed
seven local patrol cars along
the four-mile length of Kelly
Dr.  State troopers assisted
with radar, which is not legal
for use by local jurisdictions,
to spot speeders.  The drivers
then were pursued and
pulled over by Philadelphia
police.  

On July 13 and 20, police
issued a total of 96 tickets
during the two days.
Fatal crashes

Captain Riley said there
have been long-standing com-
plaints about speeding and
reckless driving on Kelly Dr.
“There also have been several
fatal crashes involving speed-
ing that occurred this past
year.” 

One crash resulted in the
deaths of three teenagers in

a head-on collision near N.
Ferry Rd. beneath the Twin
Bridges in East Falls on May
19.  It was a searing
reminder of the inherent
dangers of a road that was
built to the wending contours
of the Schuylkill River and
not to the demands of high-

speed commuter traffic.  
Police report that this was

the fourth crash in 16
months at that location.  A
memorial for the victims still
stands. 

For Curtis Jablonka, an
active member of East Falls
Town Watch, the crash was a
galvanizing event.   Travel-
ing Kelly Dr. two or three
times a day to deliver his

daughter to school in Fair-
mount, he passed the flaming
wreckage.  It left, literally, a
burning impression.
Reached out to police

“In the last two years, it
seems, I would pass two
crashes a month on Kelly.  I
never saw a single person
pulled over for speeding.”
Following the accident, he
reached out and struck up an
email correspondence with
Capt. Riley. 

“Let’s put our head togeth-
er on some ideas,“ Jablonka
suggested. “The kids that
died this week are just some
examples of why we need to
do better, together.”

According to the Philadel-
phia personal injury law firm
Zavodnick & Lasky, which
tracks auto crashes, more
than two-thirds of all car
crashes in Philadelphia
result in death or an injury
of some sort.  More than 20
people are injured in
Philadelphia car crashes
every day.  In spite of efforts
to make Philadelphia roads
safer, these numbers haven’t
varied by much over the past
few years.

I
t’s possible that speed
had something to do with
this crash of a pick-up

truck on July 17 on the 3500
block of Midvale Ave.  The

truck knocked down most of
the tree, leaving it on top of
the vehicle.  At East Falls
NOW press time we were
awaiting word on injuries,

but we can say that pieces of
the truck were embedded in
the tree trunk.  (Photos by
Curtis Jablonka and Bill
Epstein.)

Kelly Dr. radar trap snares 96
speeders in just eight hours
(Continued from page 1)

Four-hour
enforcement
actions were

sought by East
Falls Town

Watch

that is not neglect.  It is
poverty.  I am hopeful that an
informational meeting can be
scheduled for the spring on
this topic. 

During my first seven
months as minority chair, I
have ensured that stakehold-
ers consistently have been
included in discussions about
legislation considered by the
committee.  Over the years, on
a variety of committees, I
have seen stakeholders not
contacted in a timely manner
or in some instances at all.
Stakeholders represent many
varied interests and often are
highly nuanced pertaining to
the impact of the policy under
discussion. 

I also have had the opportu-
nity to negotiate substantive
amendments to the legislation
voted on by the committee.
My time and efforts to build

working relationships and
friendships across the aisle
support my efforts to amend
and enhance legislation. Very
few bills prime sponsored by
Democrats are considered for
votes.  Therefore, the amend-
ment process is crucial. 

As the minority chair, I
have produced a quick-read
monthly e-newsletter, inform-
ing House members and
stakeholders about the work
of the committee.  This e-
newsletter has been well
received.  All monthly e-
newsletters can be viewed on
my website at www.RepDeLis
sio.com/NewsCenter.

As always, if you have
thoughts, concerns, or experi-
ences with the child welfare
system, please share them
with me via email at
RepDeLissio@pahouse.net or
call the office for an appoint-
ment at 215-482-8726. 

Refined definition
(Continued from page 3)

Tree 1 Tree 2

Advertise in the
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Talking about speed…



by Hilary Langer

Chair, 

EFCC Zoning Committee

E
ast Falls, as many read-
ers might have noticed,
is a hot bed of zoning

discussion and meetings, and
we are beginning to see pro-
jects start to pop up around
the neighborhood.

Many are still holes in the
ground and construction fenc-
ing, but for sure we are in a
blitzkrieg of activity and dust.
Here is a snap-shot of negoti-
ations and activity. When all
is said and done, you decide if
bigger is better, if one-bed-
room apartments are the best
drivers of retail development
or just low hanging fruit for
developers building at a great
commuter intersection, and if
empty retail ground floor
developments or a mix of
retail and housing on the
ground floor enliven our
streets!  

Here are just 10 projects in
the neighborhood to keep your
eye on.

3515 Midvale Ave., by
Argo Group: At the former
Chucks Garage, this is a by-
right development of 36 resi-
dential units, four floors
above subdivided retail.  It
includes no parking on site,
but 12 spaces are proposed for
the rear of a lot up on
Calumet St. in response to
neighbor concerns about no
provision for parking.  Due to

the tight narrow lot and steep
slope, the building is pushed
out to the sidewalk.  Con-
struction has begun despite
the expense and shortage of
building materials

3503 Midvale Ave.: Right
next to the Falls Library,
between it and Vault+Vine, is
a very similar by-right pro-
posed development of apart-
ments above retail but clad in
black brick.  It conforms to
the assigned zoning and the
local NCA (Neighborhood
Commercial Area.)  No word
on when construction will
commence, although the con-
struction permit was issued in
May 2021.

3018 Midvale Ave.: This is
the application to legalize an
unpermitted new construction
in a rear alley way that pro-
vides access to the rear of
properties running between
Midvale Ave. and W. Penn St.
The owner seeks legalization
of a structure consisting of a
single-family dwelling above a
double garage. By zoning, the
additional single-family use
and the additional structure
is not permitted.

3232 Henry Ave., aka New
Courtland: This is the gradual
rehabilitation of the former
Eastern Pennsylvania Psychi-
atric Institute (EPPI.)  The
latest proposal consists of sev-
eral amenities such as a dog
park and the further inclusion
of close to 100 one-bedroom
units.  It was proposed that
some of these be mixed in

with elder living apartments.
The project will be reviewed
by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment (ZBA) in October.

3449 Scotts Ln.: 220
dwelling units with 220 park-
ing spaces. Formerly proposed
to be 49 townhomes, this
became an apartment complex
by zoning change.  Situated on
the former “Gold Lot”, which
currently is blighted and trash
strewn, this project was
approved through the City’s
Community Design Review
Process.  The zoning permit is
issued but no construction per-
mits have been issued to date.

3570-74 Calumet St.: Being
built by Argo Group, this is
three townhomes with parking
in the rear and accommoda-
tion deeper into the lot for the

forementioned 3515 Midvale
Ave.  The standard of design
and materials are of quality,
though some observers view
the size and height as exces-
sive.

3445 Division St.: Original-
ly the developer proposed to
squeeze three 600-sq. ft.
homes onto an 1,800 SF lot.
His final proposal was for two
homes on 900 SF lots.  The
community and neighbors
were not able to win signifi-
cant height and set back con-
cessions, as this building will
tower over the surrounding
two story homes, so they held
out for a single family home,
which is permitted by the zon-
ing code.  Having lost his
appeal at the ZBA, the devel-
oper is appealing to the Court

of Common Pleas.  That
appeal date is not yet known.

4440-42 Ridge Ave.: The
HOW group is building 136
apartments above ground floor
retail of 180 feet of frontage,
with 96 on-site parking spaces.
This was formerly the site for
Phase 2 of the Overlook Town-
home development.  The devel-
opment capitalizes on views
over Kelly Dr. towards the
Schuylkill River. Excavation
for below grade parking and
foundations is well underway.

4300-26 Ridge Ave.: David
Grasso’s long-awaited project
for 142 Apartments and 116
onsite parking spaces similarly
capitalizes on views towards
the river.  Although fully per-
mitted, the construction

by Rich Lampert

Coordinator, FOMP

E
ntertainment is set to
return to McMichael
Park this summer and

fall, as quickly as the Friends
of McMichael Park (FOMP)
could manage once Philadel-
phia’s Department of Parks &
Recreation (PP&R) suspended
its pandemic restrictions. 

Many readers of this East
Falls NOW column will recall
the 15 years of Theater in the
Park productions hosted by
the Friends each summer.
After a successful 2019 pre-
sentation, we learned that the
presenting theater company,
Commonwealth Classic The-
ater, was disbanding.

With gatherings severely
limited during the pandemic
summer of 2020, we suspend-
ed our efforts to fill this void.
A few weeks ago, when PP&R
finally lifted its pandemic
restrictions, we got back to

work to provide free enter-
tainment for East Falls and
surrounding communities. 

Our first event -- an open
mic music session on July 25 -
- took place shortly before the
July issue of EF NOW went to
press.  But if you want to
hear local musicians playing
and jamming together, you
have two more chances -- on
August 29 at 12 noon and
September 26 -- to enjoy addi-
tional sessions.  We’re grate-
ful to Jerry Kern, a local
musician, who stepped up to
take the lead for these perfor-
mances. 

Our more formal programs
will pick up in early Fall with
two events produced by Bill
Hoffner, a longtime Friend of
McMichael Park. 

The first of these will be a
jazz performance featuring
Tony Miceli, a vibraphonist
who’s active at the top jazz
venues in Philadelphia and
beyond.  This is scheduled for

2 pm Sat., Sept. 18, with a
rain date of the following day,
also at 2 pm.

The second is a performance
by The Lady Hoofers Tap
Ensemble, a Philadelphia-
based all-women ensemble.
This will take place on Sat.,
Oct. 9, at 2 pm.  The rain date
is one week later, October 16. 

We’ll be announcing more
details about all of these pro-
grams via East Falls NOW,
Facebook, Instagram,
NextDoor, and the weekly
email newsletter from the East
Falls Community Council
(EFCC).  If you don’t receive
the EFCC’s newsletter, send
your email address to
info@eastfallscommunity.org.

To join Friends of
McMichael Park, or find out
more about what we do, drop
us a note at McMichael-
Park@gmail.com, or send a
direct message through our
Facebook page, McMichael
Park East Falls. 
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Zoning: many projects 

proposed and underway

Entertainment returns to
McMichael Park August 29

(Continued on page 10)



reportedly is held up due to a
dispute over the distance of
the side yard setback on the
East Falls Lofts side of the

building.
4401 Ridge Ave.: The pro-

posal here is for 185 apart-
ments (220 beds) with 180
on-site parking spaces.  The

project has been reviewed
twice through the Community
Design review process and has
now advanced to the ZBA on
account of the steep slope

refusal it issued.  The East
Falls Community Council, rep-
resenting residents that live
closest to the proposed develop-
ment and therefore most
affected, is negotiating on den-
sity and height.  The concern,
too, is the potential added traf-
fic congestion on Ridge Ave.
Significant visual improve-
ments were made at the last
community presentation, such
as the addition of stoops, bal-
conies overlooking the river
and the increased variety of
building materials that were
less corporate and institutional
than originally presented.

Other projects approved
include the completion and
addition to the Dobson Mills
Complex and the units under
Ridge Allegheny Hunting Park
civic association jurisdiction --

townhomes opposite Laurel
Hill cemetery and at the inter-
section of Ridge and Allegheny
Aves.  Penn Charter School is
developing a zoning master-
plan for community considera-
tion.  What we do not have is
action or initiative to proac-
tively address congestion on
Ridge Ave.

Let’s see how all this plays
out.  The EFCC Zoning Com-
mittee will monitor these pro-
jects and proposals.  Will we
have only pizza and coffee
shops five years from now,
meeting only the needs of one-
bedroom apartment dwellers?
Will the traffic that is bad on
Ridge Ave. now even during
the pandemic swell with 600
added cars from the above pro-
jects, continuing to degrade the
retail/sidewalk environment?
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East Falls NOW August 2021 Restaurant and Business Guide

E
ast Falls NOW and the East Falls
Community Council present this
service to our readers and to the

restaurant owners and workers in our
community.  

Please visit www.eastfalls
community.org for the latest information.
We’ll update this alphabetical guide regu-
larly.  For questions or to change or add
information, please email us at
editor@eastfallsnow.com.

We’ll also carry this guide in the
EFCC’s weekly emails.  If you don’t get
them, send your email address to the
same address, editor@eastfallsnow.com. 

4th Street Famous Cookies, 4177
Ridge Ave., 215-625-9870 or
www.famouscookies.com; order 9 am to 3
pm Mon. to Thurs., 9 am to 1 pm Fri.;
Grub Hub. 

Apollo’s Pizza, 3542 Conrad St., 215-
842-0178; take-out 11:30 am to 8:30 pm
Mon. to Sat. Closed Sun.

Black Squirrel, 3749 Midvale Ave.;
English pub-style menu; 215-323-2611;
Wed. to Fri., 3 to 10 pm; Sat., 12 noon to
10 pm.

Cranky Joes, 3501 Indian Queen Ln.,
215-844-5626; 11 am to 10 pm. Call for
take-out food and beer.

East Falls Deli, Conrad and Tilden
Sts.; 267-297-5746; order online at
www.fallsdeliphilly.com; takeout and
delivery; 7 am to 3 pm, Mon. to Tues.; 7
am to 7 pm, Wed. to Sun; indoor seating.

East Falls Farmers Market, under
the Twin Bridges between Kelly Dr. and
Ridge Ave., 10 am to 2 pm Sat.

Fiorino, 3572 Indian Queen Ln., 215-
843-1500 or 877-585-1085; take out 4 to
8:30 pm Wed. through through Sun.;
indoor dining and if weather permits
sidewalk table service.

Foghorn Fried Chicken, 4213 Ridge
Ave; 267-335-3061; order online:
www.foghornphilly.com; take-out and
delivery 12 noon to 8 pm daily.

Founded Coffee and Pizza, 3300
Henry Ave., 267-900-5338; order online at
www.foundedpizza.com; indoor and out-
door seating; take-out and delivery 10 am
to 10 pm daily.  Full pizza, sandwich, sal-
ad and platter menu.

Franklins, 3259 Cresson St., 267-336-
7420, google Franklins East Falls; seating
and take-out limited menu and beer.
Wed. to Sun., 12 noon to 9 pm.

Frank’s Pizza, 3600 Fisk Ave., 215-
848-6433; order online at  www.frankspiz-
zaeastfalls.com; take-out and delivery;
Grub Hub; pizza, steaks, hoagies, salads
and platters; 11 am to 10 pm Mon. to
Thurs., 11 am to 10:30 pm Fri. and Sat.,
11 am to 9:30 pm Sun. Limited outdoor
dining if weather permits.

Golden Crust Pizza, 3732 Midvale
Ave.; 215-848-4400; order online at
www.goldencrustpizzaiii.com; pickup and
delivery; full pizza, sandwich, salad and
platter menu, daily including Sunday.

In Riva, 4116 Ridge Ave., 215-438-
4848; order online at www.in-riva.com;
limited indoor dining; take-out, curb-side
service and delivery; Opentable; specials:
½ off draft beers, pizzas and specialty
cocktails, and $5 house wines; 1 pm to 8
pm Tues. through Sun; closed Mon.

LeBus, 4201 Ridge Ave., 484-255-2100;
order online at www.lebuseastfalls.com;
Opentable; sidewalk table service, indoor
dining, takeout and delivery; 11 am to 9
pm Mon. through Fri., 9 am to 9 pm Sat.
and Sun.

Little Miz Cupcake, 3502 Scotts Ln.,
Bldg. 21 in Sherman Mills; 215-960-7684;
www.littlemizcupcake.com;  LittleM-
izCupcake; classic and specialty cupcakes,

cakes, cheesecake, cupcake parfaits and
small batch sweets; 12 noon to 6 pm
Thurs. to Sun.

Majors, 4207 Ridge Ave., 215-848-
0848, grocery and sandwiches 9 am to 8
pm Mon. to Sat.; closed Sun.

Murphy’s Irish Saloon, 3333 Conrad
St., 215-844-9683; indoor seating, side-
walk table service weather permitting
and take-out 4 to 10 pm, Tues. to Sun.
Limited indoor seating.

Nou Vaux Market, 3539 Vaux St.,
corner of Tilden and Vaux Sts., 215-438-
7600; local meats, Marchiano’s breads,
vegan and gluten-free products, dairy, pet
needs, lottery, seasonal plants, tools and
soil; 8 am to 8 pm Mon. to Fri., 8 am to 7
pm Sat. and Sun.

Shan Chuan, 4211 Ridge Ave., 215-
844-7889, shanchuaneastfalls.com; take
out 11:30 am to 10 pm Mon. to Thurs.,
11:30 am to 11 pm Fri. to Sun., 12 noon
to 10 pm.

Side of the Road Jerk Chicken, for-
merly in East Falls, now at 6554 N. Lam-
bert St., West Oak Lane; 267-297-7286
for take-out and delivery; also at East
Falls Farmers Market.

Slices Pizza, 4249 Ridge Ave., 215-
843-4747; take-out and delivery; 11 am to
9 pm Tues. to Wed.; 11am to 10 pm,
Thurs to Fri.; 12 noon to 10 pm Sat.; 12
noon to 9 pm. Sun.

Terron vegan restaurant, 3426 Con-
rad St., 215-716-7111, order at www.ter-
ronkitchen.com; take-out curb-side
service; free local lunch delivery and
delivery via Grubhub and Doordash; 11
am to 2 pm and 5 to 9 pm Mon. to Fri.,
Sat. brunch 9 am to 2 pm, dinner 5 to 9
pm, Sun. brunch 10 am to 3 pm, dinner 5
to 9 pm.

Thunder Mug, 4233 Ridge Ave., 267-

766-6950; take out only; call to order
ahead or on-line at www.thundermug-
cafe.square.site for coffee and pastries; 8
am to 3 pm daily.

Vault + Vine, 3507 Midvale Ave., 267-
331-6292, cafe@vaultandvine.com; café
open for bagged coffee, drink and pastry
curbside pick-up 8 am to 3 pm daily;
plant shop open Thurs. to Sat. for deliv-
ery, hello@vaultandvine.com.  

Wissahickon Brewery, 3705 W.
School House Ln., 215-483-8833 or order
online at  www.wissahickonbrew.com;
take-out and delivery of beer, snacks and
doggy treats; 12 noon to 7 pm daily.
Order before 2 pm.

Also open in East Falls:

Aikikai Martial Art of Peace of

Philadelphia, 215-843-2200

BeautiFitStrong, 4027 Ridge Ave.,

215-432-0414

Connie Gillespie, Elfant Wissahick-

on Realtors, 215-805-0695

Dr. Leaks, www.drleaksphilly.com,

215-717-9667

East Falls Eye Associates, Dr. Jesse

Jones, 4189 Ridge Ave., 215-844-2406

East Falls Family Dentistry, Dr.

Hyosun Christine Kim, 3722 Midvale Ave.,

215-849-1826

F.X. Duffy & Co., CPAs, 4265 Kelly

Dr., 215-438-8400

Fred’s Mobile Lock Shop, 215-483-

1302

McIlvanie Funeral Home, 3711 Mid-

vale Ave., 215-844-0211

Midvale Auto, 3629 Midvale Ave., 215-

843-1533

RG Group, quality printed sportswear,

877-549-7712 or ronangill.com

Rutabaga, toy lending library and

gathering space, 3426 Conrad St.,

www.rutabagatoylibrary.com

SoLi Fitness, Derrick Johnson, 267-

971-2943

The NouVaux Market, Tilden and

Vaux Sts., 215-438-7600

Zoning: many projects proposed and underway
(Continued from page 9)



by Anne Farnese

I
f you want a cool, creamy
finishing touch to a sum-
mertime meal, consider

serving an ice cream pie.
There’s no better day to do that
than August 18, which is
National Ice Cream Pie Day. 

A myriad of variations can be
found for the easy-to-make
dessert.  Most consist of three
components: shell, ice cream
and topping.

A classic shell for the frozen
concoction is made from
crushed graham crackers, but
other crushed ingredients can
also add a tasty component.
Some to try are: any type of
cookie, dry cereal, cannoli
shells, zwieback toasts or sugar
ice cream cones.

To make the crust., pulse
ingredient in a food processor
or put it a plastic bag and
crush with a rolling pin.  A rule
of thumb is one and one-half
cup of crumbs combined with 5
tablespoons of melted butter.

Heat oven to 350 degrees.
Spray pie plate with non-stick
spray, and then press mixture
evenly across the bottom of the
plate and up the sides.  Bake
for 5 minutes and allow to cool
completely

The basic ice cream pie
requires one quart of ice cream,
softened.  To achieve this, let
the ice cream stand at room
temperature for 10 to 20 min-
utes depending on how frozen
it is in the beginning.

Microwaving on a defrost set-
ting works too, but do so with
the adage “less is more” in
mind.  If the ice cream melts or
gets runny it will not set prop-
erly.

Plan on freezing the finished
product for three hours. 

Let the pie sit for 15 minutes
in the refrigerator before serv-
ing. Top with whipped cream
or garnishes. 

Try creating a “homemade”
flavor by combining some
ingredients with one quart of
vanilla ice cream.  Here are
some suggestions:
Ginger Pineapple

Mix ¾ cup of well-drained
canned, crushed pineapple and
1 tablespoon of grated fresh
ginger.
Lemon-Thyme

Mix ½ cup of store-bought
lemon curd and 2 teaspoons
chopped thyme 
Strawberry Shortcake

Mix one cup of diced pound
cake and 1¼ cups chopped
strawberries
Oatmeal Raisin Cookie

1 cup of crumbled oatmeal
raisin cookies and ¾ teaspoon
cinnamon
Honey Pistachio

¾ cup of finely chopped
unsalted pistachios and ¼ cup
honey.

Enjoy!
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Ice Cream pie -- ideal for the summer!

Try this 
perfect desert

for summer –
ice cream pie!

R
egistration for the East
Falls Sports Association
has opened for fall coed

soccer, which will be
played on Saturdays at
the McDevitt Recre-
ation Center fields,
3501 Scotts Ln., from
Sept. 11 to Nov. 13.

Co-ed soccer play is
geared for children ages
three through 12.  The
typical Saturday play includes
drills and skills for approxi-
mately an hour followed by a
game.  Registration can be
made at www.efsasports.com.

Fees and additional informa-
tion can be found on the web-
site.

All participants are
encouraged to attend on
September 11th, rain or
shine, since team
assignments will be
determined.  Uniforms
will be distributed the
following week.

East Falls Sports
Association always is looking
for parent volunteers to help
coach.  To volunteer or ask
questions, email Jen Arnoldi
at jmartell@att.net.

EF Sports Assoc. opens fall

coed soccer registration

EF Village celebrates 10th anniversary

with programs and service to members 
by Mary Flournoy,

Co-chair, EF Village Operating

Group

E
ast Falls Village, a pro-
gram of East Falls Com-
munity Council, was

established in 2011 to enhance
the lives of residents in the
East Falls neighborhood as
they grow older.

Some people think EF Vil-
lage is a residential communi-
ty, but it is not a physical
space.  We don’t even have an
office.  We’re a volunteer-driven
organization.

EFV officially was launched
in June 2011 after three years
of work.  St. Sen. Vincent
Hughes, who provided a state
grant to fund the planning
process, was a special guest at
the launch party, held at the
Drexel University College of
Medicine on W. Queen Ln.  

Since then, EFV has grown
to an organization with more
than 200 members, offering a
wide variety of programs, spe-
cial services for members and a
strong sense of community.
Programs from A to Z

Our programs have run the
gamut from A to Z, from
Alzheimer’s to a special Zoo
tour.  Other health-related pro-
grams are an annual Medicare
Update, screenings and other
hands-on programs presented
by Occupational Therapy stu-
dents from Thomas Jefferson
University, and programs on
hearing loss and aging eyes.

We have toured many sites,
from the Shoe Museum and the
Simeone Foundation Automo-
tive Museum to the Rail Park,
Chanticleer and the Coast
Guard Sector in Philadelphia. 

EFV exercise opportunities
include the weekly Thursday
Walks and the now twice-a-
week yoga sessions.  Due to the
pandemic, we have offered
many programs through Zoom,
including the yoga classes.
Social events had to be can-
celled, but we are slowly open-

ing up with Lunches of the
Month for members and guests
and members-only Happy
Hours.
Special Services for Mem-
bers

Members can receive rides
for medical appointments and
shopping from vetted volun-
teers -- a lifesaver for some of
our members.  Other members
request rides just for one med-
ical procedure.  We can’t help
you prepare for a colonoscopy,
but we can drive you there!

Volunteers from the Tech
Team help members navigate
technology devices -- from
smartphones to setting up
printers and even helping with
TVs.  Tech Team members are
now available to make house
calls to members’ homes.  We

have held small group sessions
on getting the most out of your
smartphone. 

A list of member-recommend-
ed vendors and service prov-
iders is in a special section of
the EFV website, available only
to members after they log in to
eastfallsvillage
.org.
Strong Sense of Community

Almost all members have
met, or gotten to know, more
people in East Falls as a result
of their membership in the vil-
lage. Happy Hours, lunches
and programs provide the
opportunity for social interac-
tion.  Even with Zoom pro-
gramming, members were able
to see and greet each other and
share information -- especially
on the availability of vaccina-
tions. 

EFV helps promote civic
engagement through the “Read
2 Me” program at the Thomas
Mifflin School, and the work
EFV volunteers have done to
reopen the Mifflin School
library.  EFV also promotes
other EF events, such as
cleanups at McMichael Park. 
Join East Falls Village!

If you are not a member, but
would like more information
about our programs and ser-
vices, visit Eastfallsvillage.org.
You can join online under the
“How to Join” section and pay
by credit card.  Or call 267-444-
4507 to receive the new East
Falls Village membership
brochure and application.

John J. Sheehan Roberta GrimesEugene J. Veneziale

ing and preparing to serve
their patrons. They are appre-
ciative of how tough all of this
has been and how the commu-
nity stepped up to speak up for
the Falls Branch.”

Fuller said that city workers
recently have been in the Falls
branch to address other build-
ing issues. The areas around
the first Floor Library win-
dows have been repaired, plas-
tered and painted.  Several
other items on the to-do list
will be accomplished when no
patrons are present.  She stat-
ed:

“Speaking for the Board of
the Friends, I want everyone

to know that we look forward
to seeing you in the lines for
materials pick up and, when
things are ready in our beloved
Branch, to browse the shelves
and borrow books, DVDs, CDs,
audiobooks, etc.  For me, per-
sonally, I can say that when
the time arrives that I can pick
out my materials from the
shelves, I will feel as though
we have turned a corner.”
A brief history of the
Falls of Schuylkill Library:

Industrial activity marked
the early history of the
Schuylkill River and nearby
waterways. Even before the
fishery of Fort St. Davids was
established by Welshmen at

the Falls of the Schuylkill in
1734, other settlers were build-
ing mills along the Wissahick-
on and the Falls Creeks.

But don't bother trying to
find the Schuylkill Falls them-
selves.  The Fairmount Dam,
constructed downriver near
the Art Museum in 1822,
raised the river's water level
and obliterated the rapids. The
area near the present library
was a brewery from 1873 to
1894.  After it fell into disre-
pair, the springs turned it into
a swimming hole.

The first library in East
Falls opened on June 1, 1901
as a Deposit Station on the
second floor of what is now the

Old Academy Playhouse, the
first community center in
Philadelphia. It was built in
1819 as a place of education
and worship. 

Featuring English Collegiate
architecture, the current
library opened on November
18, 1913. The building was
funded by Andrew Carnegie,
and the land was donated by
William H. Merrick and the
Warden Estate.  The library
was renovated in 1997 as part
of the "Changing Lives" cam-
paign, which refurbished
branches and ensured Internet
access.

Atop the library, you'll see a
catfish weathervane on the

cupola.  The preschool center
also features a catfish. They
are symbols of the thousands
of catfish that thronged the
Schuylkill River two centuries
ago, when East Falls was
known as Fort St. Davids.

One fisherman in the 1830's
is reported to have caught
3,000 in one night with his dip
net.  Catfish and waffles were
a popular meal in the inns and
taverns that surrounded the
river.

While you visit, take a notice
the beautiful garden outside
the library. It has been main-
tained by a group of dedicated
volunteers since the late
1980's.

Falls Library work nearly completed; order books, materials by phone now
(Continued from page 1)

real estate and later with the
Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corp., died on
July 17.  The proximate
cause was pneumonia compli-
cated by leukemia.  He was
87. 

Mr. Veneziale was a resi-
dent of East Fall for 47 years.
He was associated at various
times with the asset manage-
ment firm Legg Mason and

mortgage broker Northmarq
Capital.  Mr. Veneziale
served on the board of Gau-
denzia Inc., the nonprofit
drug and alcohol treatment
and recovery center. 

He is survived by his wife
of 49 years, Mary Ann (nee
Orzechowski) and sons
Christopher (Nicole) and
Michael (Vilmarie), nieces
and nephews.
Roberta “Bobbi” Grimes,

Village volunteer
Bobbi Grimes, volunteer with

East Falls Village, died in April.
She was 76 and is survived by
her son, Terry. Her late hus-
band, Danny, was a letter carrier
in East Falls.

Ms. Grimes was a member of
the EFV’s Volunteer Services
team. She was a bookkeeper and
office manager for McFarland
Tree and Landscaping Services.

We mourn the loss of:
(Continued from page 5)

Kitchen Corner
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