Local, state police nab another 44 speeders on Kelly Dr.
by John T. Gillespie

L

ocal and state police
ticketed another 44 drivers for speeding in the
latest enforcement action on
Kelly Dr. on Tues., July 27.
It was the third such clampdown in three weeks in what
some are hoping will become
a regular pattern to stop
chronic violations of the

speed limit of 35 miles per
hour.
The enforcement actions
owe much to the persistence
of East Falls Town Watch,
which monitors factors affecting the livability of the neighborhood.
Police have clocked the
average speed of the 25,000
daily users of Kelly Dr. at
54.8 mph. They report that
the three enforcement actions
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to date, lasting four hours
each, have resulted in 140
speeding tickets and one citation for a suspended license.
The enforcement teams consist of up to eight patrol cars
and state police with radar.
Captain Gregory Riley,
head of the Philadelphia
Police Department’s Traffic
Division, said he would like
to establish regular crackdowns, but that it will depend
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on resources.
“We are trying to establish
some regularity,” he said,
while planning the next
enforcement action on Roosevelt Blvd.
Each enforcement action
must be coordinated with
state police, who provide
speed detection radar equipment. State law prohibits
local police departments from
using radar.

eastfallsnow.com • FREE

Good news! Library should
be open by the time you see
this issue of East Falls NOW!
by Bill Epstein

I

t’s been a long wait, starting way back before the
COVID-19 pandemic.
But according to Drew Birden, Manager of the Falls of
Schuylkill Library, the building’s reopening, after being
closed by the pandemic and
many months of heating, air
conditioning and plumbing
Sharing the role of the Troll in the Falls of Library version of The Three Billy Goats Gruff were (left) Meredith repairs, will come to an end
McGovern, Children’s Librarian, AKA the Spotted Latern Fly Troll, and Karen Krivit, head of the Philly Goat Project, by the time you read this ediAKA the Gritty Troll.
tion of East Falls NOW.
Birden told us at press time
that final plumbing work was
being completed the week of
Aug. 16. We’ll skip the
details – something about
needing to drill five feet
underground below the bathrooms to fix a leak.
The important note is that
as the Inquirer must push the sents the owners, Daren
Reporting and commentary
Birden expects the Library to
“print” button before the
Hardimon and Venetia Rickby Bill Epstein
be open before the month is
Phillies games end on the
etts, the building of this twoout -- none too soon with the
west coast.
story garage and living
wo major unsettled casreturn to school for Mifflin
The more localized of the
quarter started without any
es stand before the East cases involves a structure now approved building permits or
students on Aug. 31. Just as
Falls Community Coun- partially built on a driveway
happy will be adult patrons
required zoning variances
cil’s Zoning Committee in late behind 3108 Midvale Ave.
from East Falls who have
from the city.
August as East Falls NOW
By admission of attorney
The Department of Licenses awaited access and comgoes to press -- the same way
Steve R. Bertil, who repre(Continued on page 6) muters who use the facility

Midvale Ave. and Ridge Ave. cases
top EFCC Zoning Committee agenda

T

because of its convenience on
their route.
Welcome back, Falls of
Library team!
The goats were back!
It’s not that said team has
been idle during the repairs.
For the past two months,
once the repairs reached a
critical stage of completion,
the staff has been providing
over-the-phone service and
drive-by pickups.
It also entered the thespian
(Continued on page2)

EFCC to meet
Mon., Sept. 13

T

he East Falls Community Council’s first meeting of the fall will take
place via Zoom at 7 pm Monday, Sept. 13. The Zoom link
will be posted on the EFCC’s
website, eastfallscommunity
.org.
The agenda will include the
nomination of officers for
2021-22. For more information, email info@eastfallsco
munity.org.

St. Bridget church weighs support
for campaign to fund repairs
help insure the 168-year-old
parish’s continuing presence
in a community that not long
t. Bridget Church is
ago feared its closing after the
testing the waters
shutdown of the parish school
among parishioners for a in 2012.
capital campaign to repair the
Since then, the parish has
aging church building and
sold the school building to
convert the rectory to a new
apartment developers for
parish ministry center.
more than $1 million, repaid
Depending on the outcome
its debt to the archdiocese,
of interviews with potential
and put more than half a milsupporters -- a process known lion dollars in the bank.
as a feasibility study -- the
A statement with the feasicampaign also might seek
bility study said the “church
funds for an independent
remains embedded in this
endowment to support future
community and seeks to do
needs.
what it has always done: form
Such a campaign would

by John T. Gillespie

S

the faithful and share the
Good News. For the wider
neighborhood, it stands as a
house of faith and a place of
hope.”
A dollar goal and launch
date for the campaign will be
set after the feasibility study
is completed sometime in September or October.
The campaign would last
from three to five years and
include a “silent phase,” during which 30 to 50 percent of
the total goal would be raised
from donors of major four and
five-figure gifts, followed by a
The tower of St. Bridget Church on Midvale Ave., in need of repairs identified
(Continued on page 3) in a fundraising feasibility study now underway.
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Your September 2021 East Falls NOW Calendar
lease send your calendar
entries to www.editor@east
fallsniow.com.

The East Falls Farmers Market
continues every Saturday under
the Twin Bridges with its summer
hours, 10 am to 2 pm.
4 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges
6 Monday
Happy Labor Day to all American
workers!

11 Saturday
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers Market under the Twin
Bridges
14 Tuesday
2 pm: EF Village “Tuesday Yoga
Your Way” begins (Pg. 9)
7 pm: EF Town Watch monthly
meeting (Pg. 7)

Wellness Fair (Pg. 11)

10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers Market under the Twin Bridges

9 am to 12 noon: EF Town Watch
monthly “Litter Crew Ahead” clean- 26 Sunday
up (Pg. 7)
12 noon: Open mic session in
McMichael Park (Pg. 4)
10 am to 2 pm: East Falls Farmers Market under the Twin Bridges 27 Monday
6 pm: EF Town Watch meeting
11 am: Official opening of EF River with 39th District Police officers
Landing (Pg. 11)
(Pg. 7)

16 Thursday
2 pm: EF Village Thursday Chair
Yoga begins (Pg. 9)

2 pm: Jazz concert in McMichael
Park (Pg. 4)

18 Saturday
8 am: EF Development Corp.

25 Saturday
10 am: EF Historic Society walking
tour of Falls Village (Pg. 10)

29 Wednesday
6 pm: EF Town Watch meeting
with 39th Police Area 1 officers
(Pg. 7)

Library should be open by
this issue of East Falls NOW!
(Continued from page 1)
world, making possible and
taking part in a live Philadelphia-centric outdoor version
of The Three Billy Goats
Gruff.
More than 100 youngsters
and their parents and caretakers enjoyed a return to
East Falls of the four-legged
members of the Philly Goat
Project.
Most recently the goats
have been seen munching on
neighborhood lawns and taking part in Goat Yoga.
This was for the kids,
though.
On a bright sunny August
morning in the Library garden, the staff of the library
and the Philly Goat Project
presented an East Falls version of the Norwegian folk
tale.
The role of the “I’m going to

eat you up” Troll was shared
by Karen Krivit, head of the
Philly Goat Project, portraying the iconic Flyers mascot
Gritty, and Children’s Librarian Meredith McGovern, outfitted as a Spotted Lantern
Fly -- both perfect trolls.
The goats? Who needs
actors? We had real live
goats!
One by one the goats clipclapped across their bridge,
all happily escaping the
Trolls’ plans for their demise.
Thanks to the Library staff
and the human and animal
members of the Philly Goat
Project for a welcome dose of
summer entertainment.
Thanks, also, for the sidewalk picture book presentation on the Warden Dr. fence.
Visit and enjoy the posting of
Jane Smiley’s Twenty Yawns
– and count the yawns!
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Our social contract is fraying; how do we fix it?

S

ocial contract theory
says that people live
together in society in
accordance with an agreement that establishes moral
and political rules of behavior.
What I have witnessed for a
while now is a breakdown of
this contract by many of our
friends and neighbors, and I
am curious as to the reason
why and how we can agree to
reinstate this agreement.
It is particularly evident on
our roads and highways.
Motorists disobeying traffic
signals and stop signs, unauthorized use of the shoulder
as a travel lane and speeding
have become every hour of
everyday occurrences. Often
I find myself looking into the
rear-view mirror as I brake
for a late yellow traffic light
to ensure that I will not be
rear ended due to so many

fellow drivers seemingly
being comfortable running
red lights.
In a recent conversation
with PennDOT representatives, it became evident that
litter, short dumping, and
graffiti is consuming much of
our financial resources that
should be used to keep our
highways and byways in good
repair.
Personally, I believe that
for years to come we will be
reading what social scientists
attribute to the genesis and
cause of this behavior that
makes our communities more
challenging environments
and less kind places in which
to live, work and play.
On a recent six-mile hike
(mostly on trails versus Forbidden Dr.) through the Wissahickon, I witnessed
tremendous litter and two
groups using grills despite

clear postings that such
equipment was prohibited.
My hiking companion was
uncomfortable with me
approaching these groups and
calling out their violation, so
I did not out of respect for
that companion.

Pam’s
Viewpoint
by St. Rep. Pamela A. DeLissio

We need to ensure that all
citizens see the benefit of following the rules. We need to
ensure that those rules are
indeed equitable and fair,
and that policy is developed
and implemented through a
lens of diversity and inclu-

sion.
Perhaps we find ourselves
in our current state of disarray due to the modeling of
grossly inappropriate behavior by the former highest
office holder in the land, further complicated by a disastrous pandemic that, in
addition to the health and
economic devastation visited
upon us, highlighted the lack
of ubiquitous diversity and
inclusion in the policies that
govern us at the federal,
state, and local levels of government.
But I am an optimist. Giving up or quitting is not part
of my DNA.
On my nightstand are two
books -- The Audacity of
Hope by Barack Obama and
The Tipping Pont by Malcolm
Gladwell. It is important to
give every citizen, younger
and older, a sense of hope,

and for those same citizens to
know that the smallest of
actions can create a change
that can positively impact all
of society. Perhaps when
more of us feel hopeful and
understand that our actions
can create positive change,
our social contract will be fully restored.
As always, your thoughts
and ideas related to state policy and other state matters
are welcome. What are the
policy areas that you believe
can restore our social contract with each other? You
can email me at RepDeLissio@pahouse.net or call 215482-8726. There is much
state related information on
my website at
RepDeLissio.com, including
videos of recent town halls,
along with my 109th town
hall that took place on
August 18.

Cory Czuczman: how I became involved in EF Town Watch
engaged, learn more about
the community and hopefully meet some of my neighuring my undergrad
bors.
years at Drexel UniThat first clean-up, I
versity, I was lucky
believe the turnout was only
enough to be a part-time
myself, my wife, and three
Americorps member.
others picking up litter for
For those that do not
two hours on Henry Ave.
know, Americorps was creat- Not quite the turnout I had
ed by Congress in 1993 as a
hoped for in terms of quantidomestic Peace Corps to
ty of people, but the quality
serve communities in need.
of company was what matWhat being an Americorps
tered!
member inspired in me was
My wife and I got a history
a lifestyle and mindset of
lesson on East Falls, where
civic engagement.
so-and-so lives, and what
Years later and after a
places might be worth visitmonth of settling into the
ing – all while picking up
East Falls life, my wife and I trash and making the comsaw a small item in the East munity better.
Falls NOW about an annual
While Robert Putnam’s
neighborhood clean-up by
famous book Bowling Alone
the East Falls Town Watch.
notes the sharp decline of
Naturally, this was an
participation among commuopportunity to be civically

by Cory Czuczman

D
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nity groups, here in East
Falls we have seen volunteer
participation increase at our
now monthly community
clean-ups. When they are
not getting a free-beer token
from our local Wissahickon
Brewing Company, volunteers are getting the chance
to learn the history of various East Falls buildings and
people, as well as explore all
different areas that our
neighborhood has to offer.
The only ‘cost’ to this is picking up trash for a few hours
on a Saturday morning.
At times, the impact of the
East Falls Town Watch’s
clean-ups might seem like
Sisyphus pushing the boulder uphill, but with each
month’s passing I have seen
more people in East Falls
take note of the cleaner

spaces and actively work to
keep them that way.
That shift in community
mentality is what civic
engagement is to me, and
it’s why I keep coming back
every month to pick up
trash.
I hope to see you there,
too, one day. Our clean-up
is on every third Saturday of
the month and the location
for the event can be found in
East Falls NOW, the EF
Town Watch Facebook page,
East Falls Litter Crew, via
email listserv or in the
weekly emails of the East
Falls Community Council. If
you don’t get the EFCC
newsletter, send your email
address to info@eastfallscom
munity.org. Contact East
FallsTownWatch@gmail.com
to learn more.

Cory Czuczman and his wife, Monica, taking part in the every-third-Saturday EF Town Watch Litter Crew Ahead
community clean-up.

St. Bridget campaign to fund repairs
(Continued from page 1)
“public phase,” when the
entire parish will be asked to
pledge its support.
“Nothing has been finalized,” said Scott Bucko, a consultant for fundraisers
American Philanthropic,
which is conducting the interviews. In a letter to selected
parishioners, church pastor
Rev. Bernard Taglianetti said
the “one-on-one interviews…
[will] help us understand
what is needed for a successful campaign if we do move
forward.”
Even before a goal is
announced, the dimensions of
the campaign can be gleaned
from a study by the engineering firm Pennoni. That study
projects a cost of $843,000 for
“critically needed repairs” to
the roof and church exterior,
including:
• Removal and replacement

of the mortar and stone joints
in the tower façade;
• Renewal of tower roofing
and refurbishing of structural
supports;
• Replacement of tower
window louvers to prevent
water damage and deterioration to the tower’s interior;
• Removal and reinforcing
of stone capping surrounding
the tower and pinnacles; and,
• Replacement of all flat
roof surfaces on the church.
A second project under consideration is the $50,000 conversion of the rectory into a
new parish ministry center.
According to a preliminary
case statement by American
Philanthropic, “the idea would
be for the parish priests to
reside on the third floor and
for the first and second floors
to be used for meetings, counseling, the Parish Religious
Education Program (PREP),

the Rite of Christian Initiation Adult (RCIA), food prep,
and small gatherings of various kinds.”
In a subsequent phase the
campaign contemplates a new
use for St. Brendan Hall, site
of the former convent.
According to the case statement, “While no plans are set,
and we are grateful for the
first-floor space we use for
PREP and to the Vesper Rowing Club residents and the
income they provide, we are
considering the best use of
this property to advance our
overall parish mission.”
Finally, the campaign aims
to address additional infrastructure needs and restore
the interior. “It may also be
necessary to fund the creation
of an endowment for the
church’s ongoing maintenance
and ministry,” explains the
case statement.

General Membership Meeting 7 pm Monday, Sept. 13
Zoom link at www.eastfallscommunity.org
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Afternoon Jazz concerts will highlight
month of September in McMichael Park
by Rich Lampert

F

ollowing a summer of
informal activities that
included two open mic
sessions on Sunday afternoons, with thanks to Jerry
Kern for making them happen, the Friends of
McMichael Park will offer a
varied set of programs to the
community during the early
part of the Fall.
All of these programs will
be free to attend, and they’re
open to everyone.
Jazz concert Sept. 18
The main event for September will be a jazz concert by
the Tony Miceli Quintet, taking place at 2 pm Saturday,
Sept. 18. The rain date is the
following day, also at 2 pm.
Tony performs in jazz
venues and festivals around
the world, while teaching at
Temple University and University of the Arts. For our
event, he will join with four
other veterans of the
Philadelphia jazz scene to

present a set that is sure to
please both jazz lovers and
those who don’t usually listen
to jazz. Bring a lawn chair or
a blanket and enjoy!
The month of September
will conclude with another
open mic session on Sunday,
Sept. 26, starting at noon.

Jerry Kern, old friends and
new friends will perform, jam,
and entertain.
Oct. open mics and tap
In October, Friends of
McMichael Park will offer two
formal programs before the
month ends with the last
open mic session of the year.
The first major program, on
Oct. 9 (rain date Oct. 16) will
be a performance by The
Lady Hoofers, an all-female
group of tap artists who per-

form at venues around the
Philadelphia area. The second, on Oct. 23 (rain date Oct.
24) will feature Two of a
Kind, a duo specializing in
music for kids involving plenty of audience participation.
Following the performance,
we’ll provide tables and supplies for decorating pumpkins. (BYOP!)
Finally, Jerry Kern is aiming to hold another open mic
session at the end of October,
with the date to be announced
at least a couple of weeks
ahead of time in the weekly
emailed newsletter from the
East Falls Community Council. If you don’t receive the
emails, send your address to
info@eastfallscommunity.org.
More details on all of these
programs also will be available through Friends of
McMichael Park social media
accounts (McMichael Park
East Falls on Facebook, and
friendsofmcmichael on Instagram), and, of course, next
month’s East Falls NOW.

Incoming students from Thomas Jefferson University’s East Falls Campus
took part in the Friends of McMichael Park’s cleanup on Aug. 21 as part of
the university’s student PLUNGE into community activism.

Finally, I want to offer a
shout-out to the students
from Jefferson University
who helped McMichael Park
tidy up for our busy Fall. The
students were participating in
Jefferson’s annual PLUNGE
service day, a tradition carried over from Philadelphia
University days. A sizeable
group spent the morning of
August 21 under the supervision of Christina Kistler

painting a newly repaired
bench, aerating the wood
chips in the play space, and
engaging in the inevitable
rounds of pruning low-hanging branches, weeding,
mulching and picking up litter. The only way to be sure
that these small but essential
tasks get done is to do it with
volunteers, and we’re grateful
to the students who energetically pitched in.

VNA ‘celebrates life’
with butterfly release

T

EFSA spring soccer players (from left) Kiernan Montoya, Madeline McCarthy, Myles Pham, Nabil Mustapha and
Caleb. Fall soccer begins Sept. 11. Register at efsasports.com.

LOOK
YOUR BEST

he Visiting Nurse Association of Philadelphia
celebrated life with its
11th Annual Celebration of
Life Butterfly Release on Sunday, July 18th.
VNA Philadelphia joined
again with the Cancer Support Community of Greater
Philadelphia to host the butterfly release. A universal
symbol of hope, the butterfly
symbolizes the soul in many
cultures. Hundreds of butterflies are released each summer to remember and honor
loved ones.
Nestled in Fairmount Park,
the Cancer Support Center
provided a fitting and reflective backdrop to honor lives
and to remember. The annual event provides families
with a venue to reminisce and
pay tribute to loved ones in a
celebratory and symbolic
manner.
Donna Geiger, Chaplain
Supervisor with VNA
Philadelphia, led the service.
“Today we gather to honor
and remember our loved ones

with the majestic release of
butterflies. Born out of the
caterpillar, butterflies are
often a symbol of rebirth,
transformation and hope.”
Geiger and Nicholas
O’Meally, VNA’s Bereavement
Coordinator, discussed comfort, grief and hope, interspersing poems and Native
American readings.
Prior to the butterflies
being released into nature,
attendees had an opportunity
to share stories with one
another -- so often a part of
the healing process. Angela
Aiken, whose father Rev.
Aiken died one year ago to the
day of the Butterfly Release,
donned a dress adorned with
images of butterflies and
expressed heartfelt thanks to
VNA for the care it offered to
her father, and shared a story
of her own butterfly encounter
the day her father passed.
This year’s event focused on
the butterfly, celebrating the
lives of those honored, including many that had died within VNA’s hospice program.
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Dr. Hyosun Christine Kim D.M.D., FICOI
3722-24 Midvale Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19129

T. 215/849/1826
F. 215/849/8828

EastFallsDentist@gmail.com
DrKIMDMD.com
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Penn Charter’s Class of 2020
returns for delayed graduation

M

embers of Penn Charter's Class of 2020
and their families
returned to campus on Sunday, Aug. 15, for an evening
of celebration and reunion
after a senior year interrupted by COVID-19.
The event featured a capand-gown walk, a picnic with
food trucks and games, and
guided tours of PC's soon-tobe completed Graham Athletics & Wellness Center.
After opening remarks from
parent organizers, the young
alumni walked across PC's
graduation patio in their caps
and gowns to shake hands
with Head of School Darryl J.
Ford, in a simulation of the
traditional commencement
ceremony. The group then
settled in for Quaker Meeting,
followed by a special dedication of a maple tree planted
on campus in honor of the
Class of 2020's resilience.
The maple tree, Ford
explained in his remarks during the dedication, is known
for its adaptability to a wide
range of climatic conditions.
"Clearly you have been able
to adapt in all kinds of ways
we never could have imagined," he said, addressing the

group of young alumni. "You
leave pieces of yourself here:
your intelligence, your service, your athleticism, your
activism, your artistic contributions and so much more.
For all this we thank you."
Members of the Class of
2020 then picked up shovels
and backfilled the hole where
the tree was planted.
The evening continued with
some friendly competition on
Maguire Field, where former
classmates divided into two
teams representing the school
colors, yellow and blue, to
take part in the senior rope
pull tradition from PC's annual Color Day. A picnic followed, with lawn games,
group photos and food from
local trucks such as Jose
Pepe’s Mexican Express and
the Gelato Truck.
To cap off the festivities, the
Class of 2020 was treated to a
sneak peak of Penn Charter's
Graham Athletics & Wellness
Center, where construction is
nearing completion. Alumni
and their families toured the
space in small groups led by
members of the physical education department, pausing to
shoot hoops on one of the center's two basketball courts.

Penn Charter’s 2020 graduates took part in a COVID-19-delayed ceremony.
It included the planting of a maple tree, which Head of School Dr. Darryl Ford
explained, symbolizes, with its adaptability to a wide range of conditions, the
patience and adapting that the class had to exhibit due to the pandemic. From
left are Gabriella Lopez-Ona, now at Williams College;Vanessa Ewing, now at the
University of Pennsylvania; and Dorothy McIlvaine, an East Falls resident now at
the University of Pittsburgh.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

Due to new PA Department of Environment Protection COVID protocols, residents
must now register for Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events. There are dates
provided to Philadelphia residents for drop-off at Streets’ Sanitation Convenience Centers between the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Go to the streets dept website in order to
schedule an appointment.
• Saturday, Sept 25th at 22nd St. & York St.
• Saturday, Oct 9th at 3033 South 63rd St.
• Saturday, Nov 6th at 3901 Delaware Ave.

Left, the elephant mosquito and right, it’s safe to bring back the bird feeders.

Yes, here’s a ‘good’ mosquito

I

wasn’t going to do another
pollinator themed article,
but then I found a fairly
large mosquito in my house.
You might be wondering
how the two parts of that sentence go together, but mosquitoes are pollinators, too!
They are not a major pollinator, such as bees, and no
flower in our region is entirely
dependent on mosquitoes for
pollination, so they’re not usually thought of as pollinators.
All male mosquitoes drink nectar and only the females of
some species require a blood
meal for them to lay eggs.
Now that the general mosquito information is out of the
way, let me introduce you to
the species that I found in my
house.
I knew it was not one of the
usual mosquitoes we see, since
it was pretty big. If it sat on a
quarter, the legs would extend
past the edges. This was an
elephant mosquito (Toxorhynchites rutlis), native to our
region and the largest mosquito species in the US.
It’s also pretty good looking
for a mosquito, metallic bluishblack and silver with feathery
antennae. And unlike many
mosquitoes with which we are
familiar, neither the males nor

the females drink blood. They
prefer nectar or other sweet
foods. And since they don’t
bite, they don’t transfer diseases to humans and other
animals.
Not only are elephant mosquitoes innocuous to humans,
they can be beneficial!
Their larvae are bigger than
the larvae of other diseasecausing mosquitoes and feed

Navin
on Nature
by Navin Sasikumar

on them, decreasing the populations of harmful mosquitoes.
Of course, using Bti dunks and
other mosquito control methods will kill these mosquitoes,
too. And there are better natural predators of mosquitoes,
such as dragonflies and frogs,
but this is to show that not all
mosquitoes are bad.
Most mosquito species are
still a disease vector for
humans, however, and care
must be taken to reduce populations by removing stagnant

water and supporting their
natural predators, including
dragonflies, frogs and birds, by
building habitat for them and
avoiding pesticides.
Talking of pesticides, I have
a bit of personal news to share.
My small habitat garden has
been home to hundreds of
monarchs and swallowtails.
I’ve photographed 375 species
in my garden in just five
years, including more than 200
species of insects and 35
species of birds. But this summer has been quite sad. I suspect some insecticide made its
way into my yard. All my
monarch and swallowtail
caterpillars died, along with
bees, beetles, mantises, and
even the aphids and mosquitoes!
It’s been quite a downer for
me and I hope we can all stop
using insecticides. This is
especially important since we
are in the middle of an insect
apocalypse.
Finally, The Lights Out
Philly project is back for fall
migration. Buildings in the
city will turn off their lights at
night between August 15th
and November 15th to avoid
birds being attracted to the
light and colliding with win(Continued on page 10)
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Zoning cases:

Part of the crowd enjoying Raya and the last Dragon in Inn Yard Park.

A dragon was spotted
cavorting in Inn Yard Park
by Sue Park

Y

es, on Wed., Aug. 18 a
dragon was seen in Inn
Yard Park!
In spite of a brief shower
and a 20-minute screen malfunction, Raya and the Last
Dragon made an appearance
to delight East Falls neighbors. The movie from Premier Outdoor Movies was
made possible with a grant
from Fairmount Park Conservancy and Philadelphia Parks
& Recreation.
Thanks to patience and
faith in Mother Nature, the
head of Friends of Inn Yard
Park, Jen Arnoldi, made the
fearless and correct call to go
ahead with the movie. Once
the screen was reinflated,
Fallsers were able to enjoy

the adventures of warrior
princess Raya and the last
dragon, Sisu. Through trust
and cooperation, the five
tribes of the land of Kumandra were able to banish the
evil spirits of the Drunn.
Refreshments were served
up by volunteers; Jen Arnoldi,
Mary Jane Fullam, Jim
Williamson, Marie Filipponi,
Dené McKee and Alison Purcell. The pizza was generously donated by Alice Reiff and
the water ice by Jim
Williamson from Slices Pizza.
Charlie from Red Dog and
Tom McNicholas from McDevitt Recreation Center helped
with the clean up after the
movie.
Interested in joining
Friends of Inn Yard Park?
Contact Jen Arnoldi at
jmartell@att.net

General Membership Meeting
7 pm Monday, Sept. 13
Zoom link at www.eastfallscommunity.org

(Continued from page 1)
and Inspections posted a
“cease and desist” order to
stop work on the property.
According to Bertil and neighbors, construction continued
anyway as the owner closed
in the property with new windows. Neighbors who confronted workers were told
that they were instructed by
the owners to keep working.
The property has been the
subject of several meetings of
the of EFCC Zoning Committee, most recently on Aug. 18.
Neighbors were nearly unanimous in asking the committee
to oppose the requests for
variances when they go before
the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), scheduled for the
afternoon of Aug. 25.

Breaking news:
At press time
the ZBA voted
unanimously to
deny the appeal
of the 3018
Midvale Ave.
owner.
The refusals issued by L&I
are for the proposed singlefamily dwelling. This use is
not allowed as a second structure on a primary lot. The
owner would be allowed by
code to build a garage with
accessory storage above if it
were below the height limit of
15 feet and within allowable
setbacks. The current illegal
structure does not comply.
However, the owner is pressing ahead with his proposal
for a 27-foot-tall dwelling.
We’d have a dangerous,
mixed-up city if every developer worked without permits
and in total disregard of the

Food market at
Tilden and Vaux

The NouVaux
Market Co.

East Falls NOW
zoning code.
Check the October edition of
East Falls NOW for an
update, or see the EFCC’s
weekly emails. If you don’t
receive them, send your email
address to eastfallscommuni
ty.org.
4401 Ridge Ave.
The larger case involves
4401 Ridge Ave., owned by
the Philadelphia Housing
Authority (PHA.) It is a
wooded steeply-sloped site
just under two acres on the
corner of Ridge Ave. and Merrick Rd.
It was designated as Phase
III in PHA’s Schuylkill Falls
redevelopment plan, which
proposed a 30-unit marketrate building on the eastern
end of the site.
Schuylkill Falls was a dense
site with more than 700 housing units, including two highrise blocks abandoned in 1975
and imploded in 1996.
In planning for redevelopment of the site, as the US
Department of Housing and
Urban Development required,
PHA engaged the entire community in planning a low-density development integrated
into the rest of East Falls.
Phase I and II resulted in
the 50-unit building for senior
citizens with limited income
and retail space along Ridge,
and the townhouses. Phase I
was 135 units for low-income
rental, including the senior
citizens building. Phase II
was 135 home ownership, and
Phase III, the area at issue
today, was designated for 30
market-rate rentals.
Several lawsuits ensued
after PHA broke promises
made in the redevelopment
plan. Those promises had
induced the community to
approve the plan.
Now, PHA wants to sell
Parcel III to Atapco Properties, a Baltimore developer
that proposes to build a massive 185-unit apartment
building with 180 parking
spaces on the site. The structure will range from four to
eight levels and stand 88 feet
above the sidewalk at the
Merrick Rd. garage entry
opposite two-story homes
across the street.
EFCC and nearby neighbors
object to the size of the building and the additional traffic
it will create on an already
overloaded Ridge Ave. and
neighboring residential
streets, as well as several other issues. They point to the
proposed building as out of
proportion compared to small
homes on the rest of the Falls
Ridge site, including homes

across Merrick Rd.
Steep Slopes
Atapco is not allowed to
build its project by right
because the Open Space and
Natural Resources section of
the Zoning Code prohibits the
company from altering the
two bands of steep slopes that
run across the property. The
code does not permit construction on any slope greater than
25 percent on which construction is proposed
Atapco is asking the ZBA to
grant a variance for that
impact. This was the subject
of a ZBA hearing on Aug. 17.
The developer’s attorney,
Sean Whalen, told the ZBA
members that his client had
made several design changes
to its plan in response to concerns voiced at community
meetings. These include the
addition of balconies, a pocket
park, several units that would
open to the sidewalk and provide stoops, and an increase
in the size of a green roof.
The building materials were
changed significantly for the
better.
It is unclear, however,
whether these changes are
before the ZBA because they
had not been submitted to the
City Planning Commission for
its Civic Design Review.
Nearby neighbors object to
the remaining very significant
issues that they believe need
to be addressed. Among them
are the size of the building
and the additional traffic it
will create on an already overloaded Ridge Ave. and neighboring residential streets.
They point to the proposed
building as out of proportion
and over-scaled compared to
small family homes on the
rest of the Falls Ridge site,
including homes across Merrick Rd.
Some community members,
along with the East Falls
Development Corp. and East
Falls Forward, have voiced
support for the proposal.
Hearing continued to Sept. 8
At the Aug. 17 ZBA hearing
Whalen presented his client’s
case. He acknowledged that
his client is anxious to begin
construction before the end of
the year, when the city’s 10year tax abatement begins to
expire.
ZBA Chairman Frank DiCicco continued the hearing after
two hours because the ZBA
was short on time and needed
to hear other cases. He
ordered the hearing to resume
on Wednesday, Sept. 8.
Again, see the October East
Falls NOW and the EFCC’s
weekly emails for updates.

(215) 438 7600
Follow us for the latest specials

F.X.DUFFY & Co.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

KEVIN P. DUFFY,CPA

4265 Kelly Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19129
Tel. 215-438-8400
Fax 215-438-9630
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National Night Out highlights
August for EF Town Watch

T

he participation of East
Falls Town Watch in the
Aug. 3rd annual National Night Out generated the
largest turnout for the event in
recent years.
More than 100 East Falls
parents and children came to
enjoy climbing on Engine 25,
provided by the East Falls fire
fighters at Ridge and Midvale
Aves., and the free samples
from Wissahickon Brewing
Co., located on School House
Ln. The water ice and soft
pretzels were the usual hit on
a hot evening.
Joining the crowd were State
Reps. Darisha Parker and Pam
DeLissio, Fire Lt. Jill Conner,
who led her Engine 25 crew in
giving youngsters the opportunity to experience a fire
engine, and 39th Police District Capt. Anthony Ginaldi,
Crime Prevention Officer

Crime Report
July 20, 4:43 pm
3400 block Fox St.
Thefts
July 23, 5:56 pm
3400 block Ainsley St.
Theft from vehicle
July 24, 4:10 pm
3400 block Fox St.
Thefts
July 26, 6:19 pm
3000 block Midvale Ave.
Thefts
July 27, 12:36 am
Fox. St. and W. Abbottsford
Ave.
Vandalism
July 27, 2:47 pm
2800 block Fox St.
Vandalism
July 27, 7:56 pm
MLK Dr. and Falls Rd.
Theft from Vehicle
July 29, 11:23 am
MLK Dr. and Falls Rd.

Wissahickon Brewing’s Jacob Grasso (left) offers free samples to Taylor Stanton (center) and Jessica Ward at the
Aug. 3rd National Night Out festivities sponsored by East Falls Town Watch. Stanton is moving to Old City following
her graduate studies at Cornell University, and was visiting Ward, her friend, who lives on Indian Queen Ln. They
were part of the more than 100 people to attend. Photos by Marie Filipponi and Bill Epstein.

Left, firefighter Matthew Cohen shows Brooks Musser, of Wiehle St., how to operate the fire hose. Right, firefighter Santiago Morales gets an assist from Carter Davis, of Ridge Ave. Photos by Marie Filipponi and Bill Epstein.

Daphne Hanford prepares to add to EF Town Watch’s collection in the City of
Philadelphia’s annual roundup of abandoned tires. Photo by Andrea Sunderland.

Bernie Spain and Community
Relations Officer Sharon Ings.
Arrest of car thieves
Two weeks later came news
that police, including undercover officers, had arrested
underage alleged car thieves
near Conrad St. and Sunnyside Ave. See the October East
Falls NOW or the EF Community Council’s weekly emails
for details. If you don’t receive
them, drop your email address
to eastfallscommunity.org.
The regular work of Town
Watch continued throughout
the month, including removal
of bandit signs and graffiti, the
third-Saturday-of-the-month
Litter Crew Ahead community
clean-up, and participation in
the City of Philadelphia’s
annual summer tire round-up.
The Sept. 18 clean-up will
start at Scotts Ln. and Ridge
Ave. For more information,
contact the TW office at east
fallstownwatch@gmail.com.
Due to a high rate of thefts
of catalytic converters from
Honda vehicles, Police advise
owners to consider having the
equipment welded to their
vehicles. EFTW advises consulting Honda dealers or
mechanic pros.
EF Town Watch calendar:
Tues., Sept. 9, 7 pm: Town
Watch monthly meeting, 3540
Indian Queen Ln.
Sat., Sept. 18, 9 am to 12
noon: Litter Crew Ahead
cleanup, Scotts Ln. and Ridge
Ave.
Mon., Sept. 27, 6 pm:
EFTW teleconference with
39th Police District officers;
dial 605-313-5071, code
946071#.
Wed., Sept. 29, 6 pm:
EFTW teleconference with officers of the 39th District Police
Service Area 1; dial 605-3135071, code 946071#.

Theft from vehicle
July 29, 5:37 pm
3500 block Calumet St.
Assault
July 30, 4 am
500 block W. Chelten Ave.
Vandalism
July 30, 10:20 am
3300 block Henry Ave.
Vandalism
July 31, 4:48 pm
Fox. St. and W. Queen Ln.

Theft
Aug. 4, 8:20 pm
5000 block Ridge Ave.
Theft from vehicle
Aug. 5, 12:32 pm
3500 block Scotts Ln.
Theft from vehicle
Aug. 5, 5:01 pm
500 block W. Chelten Ave.
Theft of motor vehicle
Aug. 5, 6:36 pm
500 block W. Chelten Ave.
Theft of motor vehicle
Aug. 5, 6:45 pm
3300 block Henry Ave.
Rape
Aug. 6, 9:28 pm
3600 block Midvale Ave.
Assault
Aug. 10, 6:36 pm

Great Pizza Since 1945

Cheesesteaks. Milkshakes.
Sodas. Groceries
Fast Pick-up or Delivery Service

215-848-6433
The Straface Family has been serving East Falls
Since 1945

corner of Fisk Ave. & Dobson St.
HOURS: 11 AM-10PM

10% off orders of $15 or more when you mention this ad

Discovering, Preserving and Appreciating
the History of East Falls

FALL PROGRAMS
A new walking tour: “Falls Village”
Saturday, September 25, 10 am.
Meet at the Inn Yard Park
“East Falls History through Maps and Atlases”
Wednesday, Oct 27, 6:30 (zoom)
With Megan MacCall of the Free Library
See article in this issue and our website for details.
And, support us as a member!
Find the membership form on our website, or email.
For all inquiries: eastfallshistory@gmail.com.
eastfallshistoricalsociety.org

And, visit us on Facebook!

Osmond and Ainslie Sts.
Theft of motor vehicle
Aug. 10, 6:55 pm
3400 block Sunnyside Ave.
Robbery, no firearm

Aug. 11, 8:05 pm
Vaux St. and Bowman Ave.
Theft from vehicle
Aug. 12, 11:51 am
3200 block McMichael St.
Theft from vehicle
Aug. 12, 2:18 pm

3500 block Conrad St.
Theft of motor vehicle
Aug. 15, 7:33 am
4300 block Kelly Dr.
Vandalism
Aug. 15, 9:40 am
3200 block Authority Tr.
Theft from motor vehicle
Aug. 15, 7:43 pm
3100 block Berkeley Dr.
Vandalism
Aug. 15, 4:35 pm
3300 block Ridge Ave.
Assault, no firearm
Aug. 15, 5:32 pm
3300 block Ridge Ave.
Theft from vehicle
For more information, contact the 39th Police District,
215-686-3390.
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East Fallsers return
style to their homes
“When we noticed water
getting into the house in winter last year, I talked to my
eighbors in East Falls
mason, Bill McMonigle from
have recently restored
Custom Property Restoration,
architectural features
and he helped me plan repairs,
on their historic homes. Many including re-pointing and rehouses in East Falls, if not
sealing much of the exterior.
most, can be deemed historic.
We decided to renovate the
As Falls of Schuylkill grew
cornice as well, hoping it
from an 18th-century fishing
would bring more historical
village on the river into an
charm to the block. I love the
industrial center, East Falls
results and I hope the neighexpanded uphill around what bors do too! I'm excited to
is now SEPTA’s Norristown
keep working with Bill on othrail line, which arrived in
er projects, and to help this
1834. It would serve industry house reach the potential I
and later commuters.
know it has.”
Small two and three-story
Emily, a PhD candidate at
row houses for owners of modTemple University, replaced
est means characterize many
brackets and restored moldEast Falls residences from the
ings in her cornice, improving
early and mid-nineteenth centu- her home and her block.
ry. But in the decades between
Left, Italinate house on Conrad St. before work that included restoration of its bracketed cornice (right.)
From 1925 to 1931, M.J.
1860 and 1880, the architectur- McCrudden developed the
al styles Italianate and Second
woods above Conrad St. on
Empire, with mansards, domieither side of Mifflin Run, a
nated urban housing for more
creek that later became Midprosperous owners.
vale Ave., into a Tudor
Many residences in these
Revival style row house
styles are found on Conrad
neighborhood. This architecand Ainslie Sts. and Sunnytural style, including the
side Ave.
Cotswold cottage style, was
popular from the 1890s to the
1930s in areas such as Chestnut Hill and Mt. Airy.
Tudor Revival is characterized by steeply pitched slate
roofs, fieldstone (Wissahickon
schist), false half-timbering
with rough plaster and brick
infill, large casement windows
and prominent chimneys.
McCrudden created rows of
houses with the look of expansive Tudor residences.
Midvale Ave. Tudor
Maeve and Jackson Siu’s
Italianate is characterized
home on the 3400 block of
by projecting cornices with
Midvale Ave. is one of 10 twobrackets often elaborated with story, stone cottage-style
moldings, tall narrow winhouses in the Tudor East
dows commonly arched or
Falls Historic District, comcurved above with one- or
posed of 210 houses built by
two-pane glazing, and rectan- McCrudden. Similar in form
gular or arched doorways,
to other District houses, these
often in pairs.
10 houses feature fieldstone
Conrad St. restoration
facades and more formal neoEmily DeWoolfson’s home
classical-inspired doorways.
Left, Midvale Ave. cottage before its slate roof was restored (right.)
on Conrad St. expresses the
The slate roof on their home
Italianate style in simple but
had been replaced with
“One of the things that
house is nestled into the set of asphalt shingle roof, when the
elegant form. Recognizing the asphalt shingles. Here is what
drew us to this neighborhood
homes on the block; one piece time came to replace the roof,
hidden feature, Emily comthey said about their project to were the beautiful historic
of a full puzzle. Being one of
we knew we wanted to restore
ments on what led her to
restore the roof with slate:
homes. We love how our little the few houses that had an
to slate but worried about the
restore her home’s cornice.
high price tag. We are thankful that the rise in market
values enabled us to invest in
our home this way!”
The Sius restored the prominent roof feature of their home
Located in Philadelphia’s
with salvaged, multicolored,
graduated slates replicating
East Falls Community
the original and improving the
Historic District.
at the corner of
Look around at other houses in East Falls, and especialRidge and Midvale
ly look up. Preserved and
restored cornices and roofs
give architectural continuity
to our beautiful streetscapes.
We will discuss Second
Empire and Spanish Revival
styles in future East Falls
NOW issues. Visit the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission Field Guide
at http://www.phmc.state.
MON – THURS: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 7:45 pm
pa.us/portal/communities/arch
FRI: 11 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm
itecture/index.html for information about architectural
SAT & SUN: 9:30 am - 2:45 pm | 4 - 8:45 pm
styles.
Do you have questions about
East Falls history, or want to
know more? See our growing
BURGER OF YOUR CHOICE
website at eastfallshistoricalFollow us on Instagram & Facebook
WITH FRIES & DRAFT BEER:
society.org, or contact us at
eastfallshistory@gmail.com.
@LebusEastFalls
And join! You can do so on
our website.

by Nancy Pontone

N

We’re serving up an American Home-Style menu with Hand-Crafted Cocktails
Hours:

#BURGER NIGHT
TUESDAYS
$12

East Falls NOW
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Kitchen Corner

Blackberries: delicious and good for you
by Anne Farnese

B

make small kabobs by alternating blackberries
with cubes -- cheddar, gouda or Manchego cheese.
When purchasing blackberries, avoid packages that
show signs of leakage or mold.
Store refrigerated in the original container and wash just
before using.

Heat oven to 375°. Line a
standard 12-cup muffin tin
with baking cups.
In a small bowl, whisk
together almond flour, cornmeal, baking powder and
salt.
In a separate bowl, beat
butter with sugar and lemon
zest on medium speed until
pale and fluffy.
Add eggs one at a time,
beating well after each addition.
Add dry ingredients and
beat until just combined.
Fold in blackberries.
Divide batter evenly among
muffin cups; sprinkle tops
with sugar.
Bake until golden and tops
spring back when lightly
touched.
Cool five minutes in tin,
then transfer to a wire rack.
Cool completely.
Adapted from Martha
Stewart

lackberries are a delicious and nutritious
addition to any diet.
The jewellike fruit is packed
with Vitamin C, is high in
fiber and is a good source of
Vitamin K -- which plays an
EF Village yoga instructor Lillian Rozin.
important role in helping
blood clot.
Gluten-free blackberry
Because of the fruit’s name, cornmeal muffins
it’s easy to assume it is a
1 stick butter, room temperberry – but it’s not. Botaniature
cally, blackberries are termed
2 cups almond flour
as an aggregate fruit com½ cup fine cornmeal
ith fall approaching,
exercises and a mat (or a rug posed of small drupelets, but
1½ teaspoons baking powits time for the East
if Zooming.)
one does not need to know
der
Falls Village to renew
Participants can Zoom one
that to enjoy a luscious black½ teaspoon salt
its always popular twiceweek and come to the church berry pie, crisp or crumble.
¾ cup sugar plus more for
weekly yoga classes -- gentle
the next week if they wish.
Besides eating out of hand,
sprinkling
yoga, with instructors who
Lillian can provide more indi- sprinkled on oatmeal or
4 teaspoons grated lemon
have experience teaching all
vidualized guidance in person yogurt or baked in a dessert,
zest
ages.
than over Zoom. All will
blackberries pair well with
3 large eggs, room temperaEven folks who have had
receive the Zoom links each
cheeses. Try topping some on ture
joint replacements or who
week. Tuesday Yoga Your
lightly toasted fiber bread
1½ cups fresh blackberries,
have arthritis can participate. Way class runs from Sept. 14 that has been spread with
halved
They can adapt poses and, as through Dec. 14.
some mascarpone cheese, or
instructor Lillian Rozin says,
Thursday Chair Yoga
“If it hurts, don’t do it!”
The Thursday Chair Yoga
class will be taught by Shiva
Das and will be conducted
only via Zoom. It does not
involve a mat – just a sturdy
chair.
Most of the movements are
done while sitting. Some
require standing behind a
Each class begins and ends chair and holding on to it for
with breathing and relaxbalance. The Thursday Zoom
ation. The fall series of East Chair Yoga class will run
Falls Village Yoga begins in
from Sept. 16 through Dec.
September and classes are
16 from 2 to 3 pm.
open to all – members and
Registration
non-members of EF Village.
Register and pay for each
Classes will be taught via
series of 13 classes separateZoom. Many of the yoga
ly. No classes will be held
class members like the conve- Thanksgiving week. The fee
nience of Zooming – no need
for Village members is $65,
to travel from home, and it’s
and the fee for non-members
much more convenient.
is $84.50.
Some feel it’s easier to hear
Email info@eastfallsvil
and see the instructor via
lage.org to register or with
Zoom
questions. To register by
Tuesday Yoga Your Way
phone, call 267-444-4507 and
Try this recipe for gluten-free blackberry cornmeal muffins.
The Tuesday afternoon
send a check to EFCC, 4055
class will be “Yoga Your
Ridge Ave., Apt. 1301, Phila.
Way” -- a hybrid class taught PA 19129.
on Zoom. Participants will
Join East Falls Village!
have the option of attending
If you would like more
in person if they are fully
information about our provaccinated, wear a mask, and grams and services visit
feel comfortable going to an
Eastfallsvillage.org. You can
in-person class. Lillian will
join online under the “How to
be at the Memorial Church of Join” section and pay by
the Good Shepherd, 3816 The credit card. Or call 267-444Oak Rd. and will Zoom from
4507 to receive the new East
there.
Falls Village membership
The class is from 2 to 3 pm. brochure and application.
All participants should have
You can fill out the paper
a strap (a leash, sash, or belt application and send in with
will do) for the stretching
a check.

EF Village schedules all
kinds of yoga for September

W

TUESDAY YOGA YOUR WAY with Lillian Rozin
September 14 – December 14, from 2 to 3 pm
(via Zoom AND in-person)

All participants will receive a Zoom link for the Tuesday class. Those who are vaccinated and feel comfortable may bring a mask, mat, and strap (for stretching
exercise) to the Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd, 3816 The Oak Road. Lillian will Zoom the class
from the church.
THURSDAY CHAIR YOGA with Shiva Das
September 16 – December 16, from 2 to 3 pm
(via Zoom ONLY)
FEE – Each series is $65 for Village members,
$84.50 for non-members.
Register and pay for each series separately.
To register, email info@eastfallsvillage.org
or call 267-444-4507 and send a check to
EFCC, 4055 Ridge Ave., Apt. 1301, Phila. PA 19129.
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belong.
Don’t just live in East Falls.
Be a part of the community.
Read your East Falls NOW -- produced
by real journalists and expert contributors.

Don’t just live in East Falls. Experience it.
Join the EFCC today.
Visit: eastfallscommunity.org
Yes, here’s a ‘good’ mosquito
(Continued from page 5)
dows. You can help, too, by
turning off outside lights and
blocking indoor light from
leaking out with curtains, and

by encouraging your neighbors
and friends to do the same.
In better news, the PA game
commission has said that it is
okay to start feeding birds

again.
We still don’t know for sure
what caused the mystery illness that struck the bird community, but cases are
declining across PA and they
don’t seem to be linked to bird
feeders.

The best theory I’ve heard is
that the illness was related to
the Brood X cicada emergence.
The timing and locations of the
illness have a strong link to
when and where the cicadas
emerged.
Coming back to pesticides
again, there have been reports

of people using pesticides
against the cicadas. Cicadas
form an important food source
for birds, and poisoned cicadas
probably poisoned and killed
the birds. This is not conclusive, as a cicada fungal disease
could have affected the birds,
as well.

EFHS schedules two programs
by Stephen Pietzman

T

he East Falls Historical
Society has scheduled
two fall programs – one
to get you up walking, the other to glue you to your screens.
Join us at 10 am Saturday,
Sept. 25, at Inn Yard Park for
a walking tour of the original
Falls Village area. This is the
nexus of the oldest part of East

FRED’S MOBILE
LOCK SHOP
“A COMPLETE LOCK SHOP ON WHEELS”

Falls, where the Ridge Ave.
and Indian Queen Ln. meet.
We will cover Ridge Ave.
from the 4000 block to the
4200 block, and up Indian
Queen Ln and Midvale Ave. to
the SEPTA rail line.
Addressing both history and
architecture, we will view an
1868 fraternal hall, our modernist fire house, the site of a
Woman’s Medical College clin(Continued on page 11)

LOCKSMITH
• ON TIME AND RELIABLE
• OWNER OPERATED
OPERATED

BONDED & INSURED

WE ACCEPT

Since 1975

EMERGENCY SERVICE
SECURITY LOCK INSTALLA
INSTALLA
ALLATION
TION • COMBINA
COMBINATION
TION CHANGES
ELECTRONIC LOCKS • DECORA
DECORATIVE
TIVE HARDWARE
HARDWARE
SAFES SOLD AND SERVICED

Bonded & Insured
Ask about our One-Ke
One-Keyy Convenience
for all your locks!

215-483-1302

215-628-4540

610-525-2257

Serving all of
Chestnut Hill &
Northwest Phila.

Serving all
Montgomery
County

Serving the Main
Line, Conshocken &
Lafayette Hill.

East Falls

We mourn the loss of…
Earl ‘Bubs’ Torrence

Earl “Bubs” Torrence, 88,
died on August 10. He is survived by his wife of almost 70
years, Margaret Tangrea Torrence, and his children Kathleen (Charles) Cairns, Cindy
(Stephen) Brady, Denise
(Edward) Atz, Tony (Karen)
Torrence and Maria (Richard)
Olivere. He was PopPop to 15
grandchildren and 13 great
grandchildren and uncle to
many nieces and nephews,
and brother of Sally Thomas
Torrence and the late Delores
Drakely and Joan Raffaele.
Mr. Torrence was a
mechanic by trade. He also
enjoyed hunting and fishing,
but his favorite pastime was
greeting those who walked
past his East Falls porch.
Earl was a long-time resident
of East Falls, transferring
from his Germantown roots.
Long-time Fallsers would
remember him from his jobs

EFHS programs
(Continued from page 10)
ic, a former movie theater, and
houses in a variety of styles,
including some grander forms
of the typical row house on
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at McKeever’s Beverage and
Conrad Market.
Eileen M. Flynn
Eileen M. Flynn of East
Falls died August 10. She was
90.
She was the daughter of the
late Edward and Frances Sullivan and wife of the late
Edward T. Flynn. She is survived by six children and their
spouses: Edward, Eileen
(Paul), Bill (Donna), Catherine
Cody (Tim), Anne Marie
Ellinger (Andrew) and David.
Five children predeceased
her: Jim, Claire, Joseph, Paul
and John. She also is survived
by her sister, Sr. Claire Sullivan, Immaculate Heart of
Mary (IHM), and grandchildren, great grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.
Ms. Flynn served the St.
Bridget Church community in
several capacities. For decades
she helped run the yard sale to
support the IHM missions in
South America. Ms. Flynn
also is remembered for the
Flynn Annual Haunted House
on Ainslie St., which raised
funds for Camp Mark Seven
for the Deaf.
Relatives and friends are
invited to her Visitation on
Saturday, Sept. 25, 9:30 to
10:30 am, followed by her
Funeral Mass at 10:30 am.
Interment will be at WestminRidge Ave. We will also touch
on what’s no longer present,
and the need for preservation
of what is. The fee will be $15,
but $10 for EFHS members.
On Wednesday, Oct. 27 at
6:30 pm, Megan MacCall,
Curator of Maps at the Free

ster Cemetery. Donations in
Ms. Flynn’s memory can be
given to St. Bridget Church,
3667 Midvale Ave, 19129 or
the Sisters of IHM, Office of
Mission Advancement, 230
IHM Drive, Malvern, PA
19355.
Thomas P. Tarpey
Thomas (Tommy) P. Tarpey
of East Falls died August 11.
He was 54.
Son of Theresa and the late
Thomas J. Tarpey, he was the
father of Sophia and Thomas
and brother of Timothy. Mr.
Tarpey was a member of the
Teamsters who worked for
years at the Food Distribution
Center. He was a star football
player at Kutztown University
and Roman Catholic High
School. Relatives and friends
are invited to his Visitation on
Sat., Oct. 2, from 9:30 to10:30
am at St. Bridget Church., followed by his Funeral Mass at
10:30 am. Interment will be
private. Donations in Mr.
Tarpey’s memory may be given to Roman Catholic High
School or to St. Bridget
Church.
Camburn memorial mass
The family of the late Julie
Camburn is planning a memorial mass for Oct. 22 at 10 am
at St. Bridget Church, preceded by a visitation at 9 am.
Further details will be in the
October East Falls NOW.
Library of Philadelphia, will
present a Zoom program titled
“East Falls History through
Maps and Atlases” -- a different approach to learning about
our town’s history. Check out
the October East Falls NOW
for details.

The EFDC’s river landing at 4400 Kelly Dr., will open officially on Saturday,
Sept. 18.

EFDC sets Sept. 18 for
Wellness Fair and launch
of Schuylkill River landing

T

he East Falls Development Corp. (EFDC) has
set a full day of activities for Saturday, Sept. 18
when it stages a Wellness
Fair and opens its longplanned East Falls River
Landing on the Schuylkill
River.
The day will begin at 8 am
in Inn Yard Park, 4256 Ridge
Ave., with fitness classes in
the park. Visitors will have
an opportunity to speak with
wellness business people up
until 3 pm.
At 11 am, EFDC officers
and dignitaries will cut the
ribbon to officially open the
new dock site for canoes and
kayaks. The landing is on the
4400 block of Kelly Dr., a
short walk up-river from the
Falls Bridge, and will be open
to the public.

Persons interested in volunteering or vending at the
Wellness Fair, sponsored by
the EFDC, the Friends of Inn
Yard Park and Thunder Mug
Café, should contact Michelle
Feldman, Executive Director
of the EFDC, at michelle.feldman@eastfallspa.com.
Also contact Feldman for
information about part-time
Cleaning Ambassador positions that are available as
part of the EFDC’s effort to
clean up East Falls’ commercial corridors.
Feldman also encourages
Fallsers to download the new
mobile application Rallie, at
letsrallie.com, to support
local East Falls businesses.
Rallie provides information
about events and special
offers from area businesses in
real time.
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